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CHARLES HAAS - I8S2

The image of young Charles Haas which graces our cover was taken in 18 s2. by the wellknown daguerreotypist, Robert H. Vance. Vance, a native of New York, traveled to California in 1849 and began photographing the mining regions. In 1851 he returned to New York
with over three hundred images of the western ElDorado which he exhibited publicly amid
much critical acclaim. These photographs were later sold as a collection and have unfortunately been lost in the ensuing years.
In 18 s2. Vance returned to California, opened daguerrean galleries in San Francisco,
Sacramento and San Jose , and quickly became San Francisco's leading photographer. Between 1852. and 1861, when he sold his California studios and returned to New York, Vance
not only photographed the great and the humble of the new State, but recorded the original
appearance of many historic locations for posterity as well. Yet even with his departure,
Vance's contributions to California were not ended, for many pioneer photographers,
among them Carleton E. Watkins, received early training in their craft in Vance's studios
and throughout their careers continued to strive for the high photographic standards Vance
set. This daguerreotype is now in the possession -of the Heimatmuseum, Walldiirn, through
whose courtesy it is reproduced.
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Robert Bartlett Haas Collection

Watchmaker and jeweler Charles Haas was a master practitioner of his craft. Following an apprenticeship in Vienna, he traveled to Switzerland and Italy to perfect his
sktfls and became expert in the techniques offiligree, niello, repousee, enameling,
engraving and gold-leafing. Although his profession required that he know and
practice popular styles with their associated motifs for the luxury trade, he was also
accomplished in bringing an aesthetic quality to more prosaic items. The creator of
this pair of stfver spoons, Haas also engraved them with his family initials.
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Charles Haas and his brzde, Elizabeth Kuhn,. had their images preservedfor posterz.ty
by popular San Francisco daguerreotypist Robert Vance about rB 54 Elizabeth and
her fomtly immigrated from Landstuhl, Germany, in r853 and orzg,inally settled in
Poughkeepsie, where they met members of Haas' famtfy pn·or to moving to San
Francisco . It is highly likely that fomzly connivance occurred to brz.ng Charles and
Elizabeth together in Calzfornia.

CHARLES HAAS: A BADEN '48er IN CALIFORNIA
ROBERT BARTLETT HAAS AND PETER ASSION

It is a well-known fact of mid-nineteenth century history that many Europeans,
pressed by unhappy political, social and economic factors at home, hoped to find a better
life for themselves in America. Self-exiled and as political refugees, they endured the
gravest hardships in the Atlantic crossing and risked everything they possessed in order to
find a livelihood and fulfill their dreams of freedom in the new land.
During the 184os and 185os vast numbers of Germans arrived in America and enriched the nation with their dedication to work, self-improvement, cultural pursuits and
democratic ideals. The names of some who were eminently successful are notable in
American history: Carl Schurz, Lorenz Brentano, Friedrich Hecker, Gustav Struve, Franz
Sigel and Otto von Corvin. But many others who came achieved only local fame. The influence of their lives fed something special into the texture of life in the country of their
adoption. Their values added significantly to the social and cultural development of
America and sometimes even reached back constructively to the country of their birth.
One such newcomer to America was Charles Haas (1827-1911) who became an important contributor to the community of Stockton, California. A German-American
cooperative research project has recently made it possible to document his life in great
detail on both sides of the Atlantic-to reconstruct the forces which shaped him in
Europe, which brought about his departure to America, and then led to his success in
California. 1 It is thus possible to enlarge the roster of "secondary heroes" and better
understand the large class of less well-known German emigres who achieved their
political and economic goals under a constitutional government in America.

Robert Bartlett Haas, retired Director ofArts and Humanities Extension in the University of Calzfornia,
Los Angeles, now lives in Germany and is at work on a study of the life experiences of emigrants to
America who returned to their homeland in later years.
Professor Peter Amon, a former director of the Walldiirn Heimat Museum and the Center for
Folklore in Baden at Freiberg University, is currently Professor ofHistoncal Ethnography in the University of Marburg .
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Walldiirn as it appears today would undoubtedly stzfl be recognizable to Charles
Haas, for it has retained much of its medieval charm despite the forest of television
antennas. As it has through the centuries, the splendid Church of the Holy Blood
stzfl casts its preponderant shadow over the town.
WALLDORN BEGINNINGS, 1827- 1842
Charles Haas, who was to become known in his adult life as a "pioneer" 2 watchmaker, jeweler and leading merchant of California, was born in the Odenwald town of
Walldiirn, Grand Duchy of Baden, on January n, 182.7. Christened Karl Haas, 3 he came
from a family of carpenters and honey-cake bakers whose history can be traced back
several generations in the area.4 On the Haas side, several family houses which he knew as
a child still exist and embody the traditional craftsmanship practiced by his father and
grandfather who were master carpenters of the town. On the Bauer side, he was a descendent of a long line of Lebkiichner, whose work for generations had been to make the
finest kinds of honey cakes and cookies as mementos for the floods of pilgrims who yearly
visited Walldiirn's ' 'Church of the Holy Blood.'' They used fanciful cookie molds which
they carved themselves and are today considered fine examples of folk art. The colorfully
painted folk furniture , and the more bourgeois Biedermeier-style possessions of an intimately related branch of the family, the Hildenbrands, are in Walldiirn's Heimatmuseum, where they show the environment of Charles Haas' early years and suggest a
source of his artistic impulses.)
During Haas' youth, Walldiirn was a town of some three thousand people. Its principle activities centered around the pilgrimage church (with its revered relic, the corporale
of the founeenth-century priest, Heinrich Otto) and the enormous influx of devout
visitors .who came on foot to the town each year requiring food, housing, shoe repair and
mementos of all kinds from market stalls which were crowded about the church during
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pilgrimage time. Candle-making, sugar-cake baking, the manufacturing of paper
flowers, religious medals and pottery figures were church-related industries or home
crafts pursued by many Walldiirn families throughout the year.
For a time, Charles Haas served as altar boy in the awesome Church of the Holy
Blood.6 Later he played flute in the church band which, on special occasions, accompanied the great baroque organ built in 1723 for the basilica by Johann Christian
Dauphin. His father, noting the boy's intellectual interests and capacities, wished him to
study for the priesthood, but social and political problems which were beginning to intensify all over Germany soon changed the course of his development and ultimately that
of the entire family.
By the age of 14, Charles Haas' abilities and educational accomplishments were such
that he was employed as copy-clerk in the probate coun ofWalldiirn. Here he met many
interesting personages and heard much of outside events which stimulated his intellectual curiosities and opened his interest in a world larger than Walldiirn.7
It was to the credit of his "indulgent and ambitious" father, Franz Jacob Haas
(1796-188o), and his intrepid mother, Maria Franziska Bauer Haas (1796-1874), that,
when the time came to let their son go into the larger world, means were found to accomplish it. They must have been remarkable parents, because the times were troubled
ones and money was far from plentiful. What do we know of them?
Franz Jacob Haas had achieved the status of guild craftsman in 1820. 8 Theoretically
this was a fine stan for establishing and maintaining a family (which was by 1841 to
number nine children), but practically it proved otherwise. Walldiirn was not to have
much building activity in the next years for a master carpenter. Even the Carpenter's
Guild had decided in 1844 to protect what was left of its membership by admitting no
more apprentices.9 Little wonder that Franz Jacob Haas should have petitioned in 1830
for the right to travel about the district selling the homemade products which his family

Intenor of Walldiirn 's Church of the
Holy Blood. This cathedral and its associated fourteenth-century relic were important to the personal lives of
Walldiirners and to their economic life.
Each year thousands of devout pzlgn.ms
traveled to Walldiirn to visit the shn"ne
and buy goods and services from the
inhabitants.
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produced, artificial flowers and umbrellas. In fact, a decade later, Franz Jacob was listed
in the town not as a carpenter but rather as a tradesman. And because the outlook for
carpenters remained so bleak in the 184os, Franz Jacob did not encourage either his eldest
son, George Anton (1821-1912.), nor his second, Charles, to follow him in his primary
craft. 10
The family stayed afloat through hard work and coordinated effons, but life in
Walldiirn left much to be desired. This reflected a Europe no longer content to endure
the injustices of the long-outworn feudal system. The pressures in Germany were particularly acute because Germany was but a conglomerate of some thiny-nine autocratic
states, dominated by authoritarian and repressive princes who ruled by inherited right.
Many scattered attempts were made by the German people to fight for their liberties during this period, and many German princes made liberal concessions (the Grand Duke of
Baden was one) but, with the growing dominance of anti-progressive Prussia, the princes
soon slid back into their selfish policies.n
Such was the situation in the early 184os. Its pressures were felt in Franz Jacob Haas'
family. His father, George Anton Haas (1764-1845), had been a man of forty-two when
Napoleon ended the Holy Roman Empire and the German constitution. He had seen the
liberal hopes of the French Revolution freeze around Napolean's dynastic ambitions.
Franz Jacob himself saw Metternich emerge as the chief proponent of a divided Germany,
a firm believer in hereditary rule and the status quo, suppressing all open liberal thought
in Europe for thirty years.
·
Young Charles Haas observed for himself the injustices in Walldiirn: farmers burdened like serfs with heavy obligations of compulsory service and tithes to be paid to
hereditary owners of the land they worked, often unable to meet these demands, and
then suddenly dispossessed and homeless; town craftsmen under heavy guild restrictions,
often unable to set their own places of work, hours or rates of production, or to shift from
one kind of work to another if necessity arose. On one hand, the old system had become
static and repressive; on the other, the increase in factory production threatened even
established guild craftsmen with unemployment, hunger and bankruptcy.
During the 183os Charles Haas watched his father's desperate effons not only to hold
his family together, but even to improve their circumstances. In this period they moved
twice to larger houses but had to fall back, after a crisis in 18 38, to a residence on '' oberen
Gasse" (now the Schmalgasse) which was modest but provided stability for over a
decade. 12
In spite of the times, Franz Jacob Haas saw to it that his two oldest sons became craftsmen. By 1840 George Anton was already a trained umbrella maker, but was soon to face
military service. He was expected to return to carry on in his father's business in
Walldiirn. Charles was more favored. In 1842., at fifteen years of age, his father gave him
a little money and sent him off to visit certain places in Europe where, by observation and
experience, he could develop independence and learn a trade in harmony with his artistic
interests. These travels, the traditional "Lehr and Wanderjahre" which had been required of all apprentices and journeymen since the late eighteenth century, led them to
the final creation of a masterwork which entitled them to guild acceptance. By 1842. this
period of travel was no longer expected of handworkers. It was not, therefore, a requirement which forced Haas to go, but rather his desire for professional skill, independent experience and knowledge of the outside world. Accordingly, he staned on foot for Vienna,
together with four companions from Walldiirn, traveling by way of Wiirzburg, Passau
and Linz. From Linz the students went down the Danube by barge, earning their passage
by helping to row the boat. 13

4

THE

PACIFIC

HISTORIAN

Despite the town's age, many Walldurn
butfdings which existed during Charles
Haas' chzldhood stzll stand. Shown here
is the Schmalgasse house, home of the
Haas famzly at the time Charles fled to
America.
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APPRENTICE AND JOURNEYMAN, 1842-1847
For the next three years Charles Haas lived in Vienna, Europe's most glamorous
cultural center and the craftsman's mecca. His goal was to become a watchmaker and
jeweler. He always remembered the long hours of apprenticeship, seated at his bench
where meals were brought so that he could continue without interruption late into the
night. He also remembered the enjoyment of Sunday walks around the city where he encountered many of the celebrities of the day-especially Metternich and the Hapsburg
Emperor, Ferdinand, with whom he once kept pace on a Sunday foray along the Ring.
Despite the city's apparent gaiety, the people of Vienna at this time lived restricted
lives. But the university offered an open meeting ground for workers and the middle
class, mingling with students and exchanging new and "dangerous" ideas about social
conditions. Here Charles Haas learned about liberal alternatives to a feudal Europe. He
began to dream of a society which ''should be so organized that even the poorest classes
might enjoy its benefits. " 14 His training as a watchmaker completed, he started for
home. With him went the political conviction that Metternich's system must fall,
especially in Germany, where Haas saw him as the chief villain of Germany's wretched
social conditions. He also left Vienna determined to see more of the world, starting with
the Mediterranean Sea. Hoping to reach Trieste, he was thrown into jail at Celji for lack
of a proper passport. Released when his father sent money, and enjoined forcefully to
proceed straightway to Walldiirn, he still persisted and now succeded in reaching Trieste.
He walked partly at night, avoided further serious difficulty with the authorities, and was
satisfied with his view of the Mediterranean. When Haas walked into Walldiirn, hands
clasped behind him, tired and disheveled, one of his sisters passed by. She did not
recognize her own brother and, thinking him just a poor boy traveling through the town,
stopped him and placed a coin in his hand. This act of generosity he was able to repay a
decade later when Eva Katherina Haas followed him to California and, having walked
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across the Isthmus of Panama alone, arrived unannounced in San Francisco-without a
penny of her own.
The Walldiirn to which Charles Haas returned in 1845 was a town in distress. In fact,
times had grown progressively worse all over Baden. After a severe drought, the crops had
failed. Then the potatoes were spoiled by excessive rain. Parents were bankrupt. Children
died. Communities were forced to provide soup kitchens, and the poor were encouraged
to emigrate at public expense. People openly blamed the system-the government, the
irresponsible aristocracy, factory production. 15
All of this forced complicated decisions upon the Haas family. The death in 1845 of
George Anton Haas, Sr., a widower, left a small estate and some scattered farm fields for
his son, Franz Jacob. This additional capital inspired a long-range plan for the family to
emigrate to America. Franz Jacob and Franziska Haas were to leave first, for they were
quite out of sympathy with the state of things in Europe, and were fired with enthusiasm
about hoped-for opponunities in America. 16
Charles Haas now traveled to Switzerland and Italy to perfect his skills as watchmaker
and jeweler. First he stayed some months in Mainz, then went to Freiburg where he
worked for half a year. Then he moved on to Berne, the Gemmi Pass, Leuk and Brig.
From there he traveled alone over the Simplon Pass and lost his way in early winter snows.
He was rescued by the monks and famous dogs of St. Bernard Hospice and Monastery.
When he asked how they had known he was lost and in need of help, he received only the
cryptic answer, " We know, " a reply over which he marveled for a lifetime .n
He settled for the following year in Arona, binhplace of St . Carlos Borromeo
(1s38-Is84), bathed in the sun of the Alpine foothills, lush with sub-tropical and
mediterranean vegetation. The place was exuberant with the vitality of Renaissance and
Baroque churches and their flamboyant decorations. It also seethed with revolutionary
republicanism, involving such great names as Mazzini, Garibaldi, Manzoni and
Cavour-all of whom were actively working for unification of Italy under a constitutional
government. 18
This was evidently both a stimulating and a panicularly congenial environment for
Haas-the double encounter with tradition and revolution. Here he specialized in ''bijouterie,'' mastering the techniques of granulation, filigree, niello, repousse, enameling,
engraving and gold-leafing. He was often called upon to set stones in mounts, create
chains, chatelaines, fobs, pendants, brooches, bracelets, earrings, watch-cases and
tableware. He was required to know and practice popular styles with their fanciful motifs:
Gothic, Baroque, Classical, Rococo and Naturalistic. Some of his time was surely devoted
to creating objects of religious usage. On a more prosaic level he was called upon for
routine repair work, but whatever he did was either for the church or the luxury trade
and, for success in the profession, implied eventual settlement in a luxury center such as
Rome, Paris, Vienna, London or New York.
During his stay in Arona, Haas saw Italy in a crucial stage of her struggle for national
unity and freedom from foreign domination. The strong republican currents of the lake
area were making the monarchy of Piedmont uneasy and the Austrian occupation of
Lombardy and the Veneto untenable, as Haas saw on visits he made to Novara and
Milan.
His last trip back to Walldiirn was made in 1847, by way of the Simplon Pass, to
Geneva, Lausanne, Neuchatel and Basle. In Basle he paused to work for several months
as a full-fledged craftsman for an employer, Marcus Stern, who was to become his friend.
Here he experienced the aftermath of the Sonderbund crisis, when the defeated Catholic
Cantons were obliged to accept a new constitution drawn up on liberal and federal prin-
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ciples. This event added further to his political education.
Finally, when he made his way down the Rhine and home to Walldiirn, he was a man
with experience, with a skilled profession and a personal ethic-all of which were to
guide the actions of his adult life thenceforth. His wander-years were over.
THE BADEN REVOLUTION, 1848- 1849

Employment prospects for Charles Haas were not promising. Gold- and silver-workers
were reported to be out of jobs. 19 When they did find work they were often paid in produce, or they were allowed to retain a portion of the goods they manufactured, to try to
sell directly. Furthermore, Haas was now faced with fulfilling almost immediately his
three years of military duty.
The problems which now arose could only have been dealt with by a well-knit, highly
cooperative family capable of thinking and planning well together. Thus, in anticipation
of seeking an official permit to emigrate, Franz and Franzisca Haas appeared before the
city council on July 27, 1846, to record the sale of their house. 20 With this sale they
cleared their local debts, and passports for the whole dependent family could be granted
legally.
It followed then that George Anton Haas' name appeared in the town records on May
25, 1847, as an independent property owner. He purchased for himself part of a house in
the Landstrasse, "with the swine pens attached," from Franz Joseph Eisenhauer. The
purchase, made with money borrowed from Eisenhauer, signified his intention of remaining in Walldiirn permanently. 21
What events transpired to change George Anton's plans, we can only guess. Either he
could not meet his payments, or the Hardi family emigrated suddenly with their
daughter whom he had hoped to marry, or he felt marriage was closed to him until he
was in a much better financial position. Whatever the reason, on May 9, 1848, he granted
his father power of attorney in his affairs 22 and shortly after emigrated to America
without legal permit.
It was a peak year for German emigration and the streets of Bremen and Le Havre
were filled with people leaving, not for adventure but out of need. George first settled in
Philadelphia, then in Poughkeepsie, New York, where the directories list him as anumbrella maker and saloon keeper. By 1852 he was well enough established to marry
Katherina Hardi and start a family of his own. Meanwhile his parents continued to live in
the house he had left behind, met the minimal mortgage payments in his name, and
resigned themselves to the fact that emigration for the rest of the family must wait.
Despite the chaotic times, the family managed to survive from what they were able to
produce for themselves. Charles Haas helped his father hold things together in Walldiirn
until his army duties called him away on his twenty-first birthday. Franz Jacob Haas
began learning the baker's trade by assisting the family of his late father-in-law, the
baker Michael Bauer. Baking was still lucrative in the inflation year of 1848 in Walldiirn,
and it was this skill he hoped to take with him to America to enable him to support the
remaining family.
Side by side with the difficulties of coping with frustration and poverty in Walldiirn
in 1847 and 1848 was the difficulty of coping with reports of explosive events going on all
over Europe which were manifestations of deep unhappiness of the people with the
aristocratic system, its feudal laws and injustices. The poor were in revolt everywhere. Inflation was making the cost of food prohibitive. Speculators were driving prices ever
higher. The homes of bakers, millers and brewers were attacked. Windows were broken,
personal possessions destroyed. The revolts were put down with brutality by the military
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and in these melees the poor were wounded and imprisoned with further suffering falling
·
on victims rather than oppressors. 2 3
Events moved rapidly in a revolutionary direction. First had come the liberal thinkers,
like' 'Father'' Jahn (r774-r8s2), creator of the Turnverein, whose dreams of establishing a
national unity for Germany led to the founding of the ''Burschenschaft,'' a youth movement dedicated to the battle for freedom, unity and liberation. Then came Ludwig
Feuerbach (r8o4-r872) whose writings openly questioned the very roots of organized
religion and furthered the movement of "Free Thought" in Germany. Outstanding
liberal teachers in Walldiirn such as Karl Thaddeus Keirn and Joseph Matthaus
Schachleiter organized reading and discussion groups for townspeople to keep them
abreast of current political conditions and hopeful solutions. To such groups, and
possibly to the newly-founded Turnverein, Walldiirn, Karl Haas and his father
belonged. 24
Soon liberal political leaders began to emerge. Against a background of uprisings in
Italy, Switzerland, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and France, colorful figures appeared in Baden who attracted huge crowds of discontented people to their democratic
"Volksversammlungen," organized open-air meetings.
The depressed farmers of the Odenwald were among the first to be aroused to action,
stirred by the battle-cry, "All kings, dukes and princes must get out, and Germany will
be a free country like America. " 2 5 Liberal leaders in the Baden parliament managed to
get a planning session (Vorparliament) which furthered the idea of a written constitution

Frederich Hecker, the liberal leader ofthe Battle ofKandern, Apnl2o, r848. Although a
conscnpt ofthe regular Baden army, Charles Haas' sentiments were entirely with Hecker,
whom he ultimately followed to Amen·ca before the collapse of the Revolution of r849·
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for a united Germany. Sharp difference among leaders made consensus impossible,
however, and the more radical such as Friedrich Hecker and Gustav von Struve withdrew
in hopes of achieving a German republic by force. 26
World events seemed to support such radical aspirations. In February 1848 King Louis
Phillipe had abdicated in favor of Prince Charles-Louis Napoleon, who declared a
republic for France. In March, revolts in Vienna resulted in the ousting of Metternich,
who fled to England, while Italian patriots drove the Austrians out of Milan. And in
April Charles Haas was called into military service as a soldier of the line, 2d battalion, 2d
infantry regiment, Army of the Grand Duke of Baden. His attainments and personality
were such, however, that he was reassigned rather soon to duty as quartermaster sergeant,
quartering and provisioning troops around Freiburg, an area with which he was already
familiar. 27 This was surely fortunate because it was the beginning of a year of hysteria,
with all Baden divided into either monarchists, constitutional monarchists, constitutional
republicans, or revolutionaries-passive or active. Haas witnessed separate actions in and
near Freiburg in which revolutionaries led by Hecker and Franz Sigel were bloodied and
dispersed. Another column approached, under Georg Herweg, a veritable foreign legion
made up in Paris, crossing the Rhine on April23, with a result similarly disheartening to
Haas. Activism had failed and indecision set in while the National Parliament debated a
proposed bill of rights and constitution, ultimately to no avail. Von Struve proclaimed a
'' Seekreis Republic'' in September but it existed only three days. Baden continued to be
a dangerous storm-center for revolution through the rest of 1848 and the first half of 1849.
But, simultaneously, a great counterswell of political conservatism began to assert itself.
On the larger scene, Austria withdrew from the National Parliament in order to
strengthen the Hapsburg Empire. The other great power on which the destiny of a
"greater Germany" depended for a strong federal structure, Prussia, played with the
creation of an independent liberal constitution of its own, but Frederick William IV
refused to accept it because he considered himself an absolute monarch, above constitutional control.
What was the effect of these military experiences on Charles Haas? We are convinced
that he went into the Baden Army with a strong prejudice against the very monarchical
system which he was being asked to serve. Nor would he have been content to serve under
a constitutional monarchy. His personal hopes were for life in a united Germany under a
constitutional republic- "like the United States of America." Furthermore, he shared
the goals of the revolutionaries without sharing their capacity for violence when persuasion failed . Neither the traditional brutality of the Grand Duke's aristocratic officers nor
the expedient brutality of the revolutionary figures appealed to him. 28
The decisive moment for Charles Haas came with the news that the National Parliament, now dominated by conservatives, would opt for constitutional monarchy and offer
the Kaiser's crown to Frederick William IV. This spelled the end of Charles Haas' hopes
for creation of a constitutional republic. As told by Oscar Lewis, Haas' resolution was
this:
His period of military service was far from tranquil, for a spirit of unrest was abroad in the
land, and the army was kept busy putting down uprisings by students and others. After a
year of this , the troops to which he was attached themselves staged a revolt, only to be
defeated in a clash with soldiers of the regular army. From that disaster, young Haas
escaped .... 29

In short, Haas resolved the dilemma of his political position by self-exile .
On March 10, 1849, quartermaster sergeant Haas was reported missing from his garrison at Freiburg. On the 19th his absence had become a matter of record in Walldiirn.
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On June wth he was officially declared a deserter and a fine of noo gulden was levied
against him . By this time he had already followed the path of his disappointed folk-hero,
Hecker, to America.3o
The story of what happened in the interim, Charles Haas told later. Having seen his
own political party lose and the "revolt for freedom" crushed, he decided to seek what
he wanted elsewhere. He met with his friends for a farewell dinner in Freiburg and, when
it came time to part, they all shook hands under the table so as not to attract attention.
He escaped across the Rhine at night in a fisherman's boat and made his way to his
former employer in Basle, Marcus Stern, with whom he remained until his father could
bring money for his passage to America. It was indicative of the deep liberalism of the
family that, when Franz Jacob Haas returned to Walldiirn after his trip to Switzerland, he
enrolled in the liberal Walldiirn Volksverein, thus leaving no doubt as to his republican
sympathies or his backing of his politically exiled son.3 1
In April r849 Charles Haas joined the mass of refugees bound for the United States,
the so-called ''Forty-Eighters.'' He traveled toLe Havre where he found the docks crowded with those trying to arrange passage to America. Some were ill. Some were destitute,
willing to barter their lives for the chance to escape. Many were on their way to California,
following the lure of gold.
The grim details of such crash voyages are too well known to recount here. More to
the point is the fact that during Charles Haas' voyage, financed by his "indulgent"
father, Baden was beset by its second great popular uprising, the Revolution of r849·
That this was no more successful than the Revolution of r848, and that it was to take Germany a century more to achieve the form of government for which Haas was looking, tells
us how well-timed and well-considered his exodus was.
NEW YORK STATE, 1849-1852

When Charles Haas' ship landed, New York City was already a metropolis, teeming
with activity. A restless, optimistic place, and a way point for travelers going west. The
expectations of immediate welcome and immediate wealth which were promised European emigrants by unscrupulous agents abroad often proved false, but often they proved
true. Opportunities were plentiful here if one had the right contacts and the right
abilities.
Not all immigrants were as lucky as Charles Haas, met by brother George who hadarranged everything. Charles (no longer Karl) went to work immediately as a watchmaker
and jeweler. In a matter of weeks he was not only involved in the German clubs (which
took care of newcomers, providing them with information about their new country, its
language and customs) but was also taking a leadership position. He was one of six young
men who founded New York City's Turnverein.
Germans with specialized skills were in high demand, for they had earned the reputation of being hard workers, quickly adaptable to new opportunities. 32 George had begun
his work in America as an umbrella maker, moving then to Poughkeepsie in upstate New
York. He became a successful tavernkeeper in this promising river town with its concentrated German-American population. Charles joined his brother in Poughkeepsie in r8so
and was immediately employed by the local jeweler, WilliamS. Morgan. Within a year,
as his "dear-headed business sense and prepossessing personality" became apparent,
Morgan made him manager of the store.
George and Charles involved themselves in the German social and cultural life of the
community. They were charter members of Poughkeepsie's Turnverein, and Charles was
particularly active in the Germania Singing Society.

IO

T H E

P A C I F I C

H I ST 0 R I A N

0
:;

.t::

..

<(

:5
0

>-

(/)

~

:;
0

1!Baifen[tretfung her 'l!uj[tiinhifd)en nor 9la[latt am 23. 3uli 1849.
9Cad) einer gleid) 0eitigen J:leid)nung.

(.)

Capitulation of the Baden troops which mutinied at Rastatt. With this surrender of
arms to the Prussian troops on July 2 3, r849 , the liberal cause was lost and the Baden
revolutions concluded
The two brothers rapidly achieved a comfonable middle-class life for themselves.
They must have realized that their illegal depanures from Baden, even though
understood and secretly applauded by the liberal family they had left behind, put unanticipated burdens on Franz and Franzisca Haas. Although Frederick William IV became a
constitutional monarch of Prussia in 1850, hope had ended for all liberal movements. For
the next two years Prussian troopers were quanered throughout Baden to maintain order
and re-establish the old pre-revolutionary bureaucracies. The Prussian soldiers were finally replaced by native Baden troops, but heavy taxes for their suppon were levied against
each community. Harsh fines were also levied against defected soldiers, outspoken
liberals, fugitives and deseners. They were imprisoned, fined, even executed. Those who
had fled were sentenced in absentia often, and their families forced to pay their fines.
This condition existed from 1849 until 1852 and was deeply resented by Baden citizens.
In 1850 Franz Jacob's tangible assets were estimated for the war tax at 890 gulden;
George Anton's at 440 gulden. Both men were substantial propeny holders in Walldiirn,
although George was now living in America. The business transactions of the family in
ensuing years show that George Anton never expected to return to W alldiirn after his
sudden depanure, and that Franz Jacob was not legally able to leave as long as there was a
chance he would be held responsible for paying the 1200 gulden fine for Charles Haas'
military desenion.H
By 18 52 the known liberal citizens of such towns as Walldiirn had been called before
the couns. They either paid their fines or emigrated. By choosing the latter alternative,
Franz Jacob was able to ''square'' Charles' desenion and meet all legal requirements for
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Charles Haas traveled to Calzfornia via the Panama route. Am'ving in Chagres, he
shipped his baggage ahead to Panama City but walked the precarious jungle footpath himself, enduring heavy rains, vermin and hazards ofdisease. A fellow German
immigrant, artist Charles Nahl, taking the same route in r85o, drew this picture of
the first layover on the dangerous path to the Pacific coast.
his family's departure. He had no personal debts and he had sufficient assets to take his
family to America. And so Franz Jacob Haas, "Blumenmacher," appeared before the
court to attest: "I give, herewith, master-shoemaker Sebastian Hildenbrand of
Walldiirn, power of attorney to execute for me all matters of personal and general
business that must be legally executed in my name in Europe, both now and in the
future.'' 34
Leaving things thus in order with his brother-in-law, Franz Jacob Haas with Franziska
Bauer Haas and their three surviving children (Eva Katherina, Karolina Maria Anna and
John Heinrich Haas) left Walldiirn and arrived in Poughkeepsie in the summer of r852..35
Now approaching sixty, Franz Jacob was prepared to earn his living in America as a baker,
a less physically demanding work than carpentry. The whole family had readied
themselves for this eventuality in Walldiirn, where the Bauer in-laws had shared their
traditional know-how and finally sent them off with recipes and cookie-molds. Soon the
new immigrant family was comfortable and self-supporting in Poughkeepsie.
George Anton, first to leave Walldiirn, was the last to settle his affairs legally there.
He owed money to Franz Eisenhauer on the loan against the Landstrasse house, where his
parents had lived until their emigration. When he totally defaulted on his payments, the
house was siezed by the city, publicly auctioned, and bought for 440 gulden by the
original owner, Franz Eisenhauer.36
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SAN FRANCISCO, 1852-1858

Events in Charles Haas' life now took an unexpected turn . He received an urgent letter from his old Swiss friend and employer, Marcus Stern, who had gone to California.
Stern advised Haas to drop everything, lay in a supply of jewelry and watches to sell in
San Francisco, and to come there at once.37 Charles Haas was now twenty-five. He was
free and believed there were limitless opportunities in America for those who would take
a calculated risk. What the gold fever had not done to him, Stern now accomplished by
persuasion. He was never convinced by the propaganda that in California one could pick
out of "the diggings" more in a week than one could earn at home in a year, but Haas
did believe that California had the gold and silver he needed to make jewelry and watches, and that these luxury goods could be sold back at a profit to the very miners who dug
the raw material out of the ground. And so on October 20, 18 52, Charles Haas, a fine
craftsman with a strong desire to get ahead, left his beloved family behind again and
struck out for golden California.
Although the peak of the Gold Rush was over by 18 52, and the chaotic travel of 1849
and 1850 had given way to better-organized systems of transportation, the trip to California was still hazardous. Whereas the Panama route had taken as long as four months in
1849, the journey could be completed in a month by 18 52, when Haas chose to travel that
way. On arrival in Chagres, Haas was confronted with tropical land travel to Panama. He
was unable to afford either the steamboat trip up the Chagres River or the mule-train
which operated from Gorgona to Panama. He arranged for his baggage to be shipped but
he walked the precarious footpath through the jungle, camping along the way, braving
heavy rains, vermin and ever-frequent hazards of malaria, dysentery and cholera. Once in
Panama with precious baggage safely reclaimed, the Pacific run to San Francisco was a
comparatively calm one . With uncommon luck, Haas seems to have avoided all the pitfalls, for he arrived in San Francisco with his stock of watches and jewelry on November
20, 1852.38
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This picture is believed to be of Marcus
Stern, Swiss friend in whose shop
Charles Haas worked pnor to Haas'
departure for Amen·ca. Stern was instrumental in Haas' life, for it was he
who, after his am·val in San Francisco,
urged Haas to come immediately to
California with a supply ofjewelry and
watches.
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California's principal city, San Francisco, following the announcement of the
discovery of gold in Coloma in 1848, had changed almost overnight from a sleepy village
of about a thousand to become the major gateway to the mines. Despite three
treacherous fires which took two thousand rapidly-built houses and most of the business
district, the city recovered, rebuilt more substantially, and by r8 52. had reached a population of over 4o,ooo. The Annals ofSan Francisco characterized it, in the year of Haas' arrival, as a city of' 'more people, greater wealth, finer houses, more shops and stores, more
work, trade and profits, more places of dissipation and amusement, more tippling and
swearing, more drunkenness and personal outrage, nearly as much gambling and more
private play" than ever before. On the positive side, there were more churches, schools,
city improvements, civil vigilance, commerce and, apparently, more gold.39
Marcus Stern had written that there would be money for him at a certain saloon. Inwardly embarrassed at being without money of his own, he went to the place and, ''with
the dignified manner which continued with him throughout life," put his last twentyfive cents on the bar, asking for a cigar. When no change was returned, he was "broke."
Then he asked for the money Stern had left and it was given to him.
Historian George H. Tinkham records his next steps: ''Haas rented a little shack on
Long or Meigg's Wharf, then the ocean steamer landing, and opened a watch-repairing
and jewelry store of his own. It was his workshop by day and his bedroom by night. He
saved room rent and also protected his property from the hundreds of criminals then in
town.'' ''The spot where he set up in business was one of the most picturesque of the picturesque town," wrote Oscar Lewis, "being a narrow causeway supported by wooden

San Francisco waterfront in r8 51· The city Charles Haas reached after his long journey
looked much like this, and the industrious German was undoubtedly captivated by
its color, sounds and bustle.

14

THE

PACIFIC

HISTORIAN

Haas' first shop was a rented shack on Long's Wharf The Wharf was a busy, picturesque location, a n{lrrow causeway about two thousand feet long where abandoned ships were drawn up and moored to the wharf to serve as business shops:
hotels, stores, warehouse, and the like. The spaces in between were soon filled up
with rough structures such as that rented by Haas, giving the wharfa unique but very
pragmatic appearance.
piles that ... by the time of Haas' arrival ... had a length of some 2,ooo
feet. . . . Abandoned ships were drawn up on the mud at high tide and moored to the
wharf, where they served as hotels, stores, warehouses, gambling resorts and the like.
Soon the spaces between these were filled in with rough board structures; thus, the entire
length of the wharf before long was lined on both sides with restaurants, grog shops,
shipping offices, and business establishments of many sorts.' ' 40
Tinkham continues, "He made money rather rapidly and in the following year, was
able to purchase an interest in the firm of H. Lorzendorf and Company, manufacturing
jewelers, who had a store on Jackson Street near Montgomery. Although Charles Haas
was a first-class workman, his prepossessing appearance and knowledge of human nature
rendered him still more valuable as a traveling salesman, so his firm sent him 'up country' to sell items they had manufactured . He traveled by steamer to Stockton or
Sacramento, and from there visited the various mining camps in the 'Mother Lode,' selling his merchandise and buying gold for further manufacture.''
Part of his success came from the fact that the German immigrant population in
California was particularly well-received, as noted in The Annals for 1852: "The Germans, a most valuable and industrious class of men,'' could be distinguished for their
"natural phlegm and common-sense philosophy .... "4 1
A notable German contribution to San Francisco's community life was the yearly
Mayday celebration of the Turner Gesang Verein. One of California's early lithographs
commemorates the Maifest of 18 54· On an apparently unique copy, formerly in the
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Many German immigrants settled in San Francisco. In r8 54 the population was
believed to be between five and six thousand. Considered a positive, welcome addition to the community because of their thnft, cleanliness and ambition, The Annals
of San Francisco also noted that Germans were considered the most thoroughly
cheerful ofall national races in the city. Above, German immigrants discuss politics
at a local restaurant, whde below they celebrate the annual Maifest held in r8 54·
Charles Haas took part in that celebration, marching with fellow Turnverein
members in the parade.
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Pioneer Wing of the De Young Museum in San Francisco, the names of all participants in
the German marching band were written. Among them was Charles Haas, playing his
flute in the parade.42
Several events of a family nature occurred about this time. First Eva Katherina Haas,
now twenty-four, saved enough money to leave Poughkeepsie, book passage for California, walk the Isthmus and arrive unannounced in California. She found her astounded
brother and told him she meant to stay. "How do you expect to make your living here?"
he asked her sternly. "I will make paper flowers!" she replied. She had learned this skill
in Walldiirn for the pilgrimage trade. Charles replied wryly, "I don't think there is much
of a market for them in the West," but she had her own plans. In a few weeks she met
and married Andrew Scholl of Walldiirn and moved with him to Oregon Territory,
where she continued to make paper flowers until her death at the age of 97.
The second event of personal importance to Charles Haas was the arrival in San Francisco of another immigrant family: Mrs. Elizabeth Riff Kuhn (widow of a Landstuhl
master-tailor who had died in 1844) with three sons and a twenty-year-old daughter,
Elizabeth. They had emigrated in 1853 and gone to Poughkeepsie. Probably a good deal
of family connivance occured to bring Charles Haas and Elizabeth Kuhn (1834-1866)
together in California. It was a successful encounter, for on June 20, 1854, the two were
married, the Reverend F. Mooshake officiating. 43 Their first home was on the west side of
Stone Street between Washington and Jackson. For the next two years, Charles Haas is
listed in the San Francisco directories as ''watchmaker and jeweler, 171 Washington, Haas
and Louderback.' '44
In 1856 the Franz Jacob Haas family made a major move to Cincinnati, Ohio. George
and his family promptly went on to Oregon, but Franz Jacob and Franziska Haas remained in Cincinnati for the rest of their lives. They took up residence at 609 Elm Street,
still as bakers. During the same year their daughter Karolina was married; by 1859 Maria
Anna had married and the remaining son, Heinrich, age 15, was listed in the city directory as"]. Henry Haas, watchmaker, Ham Road." All three children ultimately moved
West.
So, within a decade, the entire family of Franz Jacob and Franziska Haas was happily
and comfortably settled in America. The various branches kept in touch by letter and a
constant exchange of photographs-proud parents, with broods of apple-cheeked
children dressed in their Sunday best. Franz Jacob remained the respected family
patriarch to the end, but it was well understood by all that if anyone needed help,
amiable and family-loving Charles Haas of California was the one to turn to. This
understanding was well-justified. He had received the most from his family,
perhaps-love, understanding, education and travel-and he was the most able and willing to give in return.
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NOTES:
r. For useful information regarding the German revolutions of 1848-1849 see: Hans Blum,
Die deutsche Revolution r848-r849 (Florenz and Leipzig: Eugen Diederichs Verlag, 1897); Marcus Lee
Hansen, "The Revolutions of 1848 and German Immigration," journal of Economic and Business
History, Vol. 2. (192.9-30), pp. 630-658; Hans Jessen, Die Deutsche Revolution r848/49 in
Augenzeugenberichten (Dusseldorf: Karl Rauch Verlag, 1968); Friedrich Lautenschlager, Volksstaat
und Einhemchaft: Dokumente aus der Badischen Revolution 1848-49 (Konstanz : Reuss und ltta,
192.0); Otto Vossler, Die Revolution von r848 in Deutschland (Frank.fun/Main: Suhrkamp Verlag,
1967); Rolf Weber, ed., Land Ohne Nachtigal/ (Berlin: Der Morgen, 1981); Carl Wittke, "The German
Fony-Eighters in America," Amen."can Historical Review, Vol. 53 (1948), pp. 7n-72.5; and Adolf E.
Zucker, ed . , The Forty-Eighters, Political Refugees ofthe German Revolution of r848(New York: Columbia University Press, 1950).
2.. "Pioneer" was a term restricted early in California to refer to "persons, male or female,
who were residents of California prior to the first day of January 185o," but it has since been extended
in usage. Charles Haas was not, technically, a pioneer.
3· Binh and baptism data: Register ofBinhs, Catholic Parish House, Walldiirn. Karl Joseph
Haas was born on the "nth of January after midnight, at 2. o'clock." Witnesses for the baptism were
Sebastian Hildenbrand and Jacob Hornbach, both citizens and master shoemakers in Walldiirn.
Register 182.2.-33, page 12.9, No. 5· The binhhouse still stands in the Untergasse.
4· It appears that the earliest members of Charles Haas' paternal family in Walldiirn were
Johannes Valentinus Haas (1709-1785), son of Adam Haas ofBeuchen, and his third wife, Margaretha
Link of Weilbach (172.3-1793). Their second child, George Anton (1764-1845) married Elizabeth Sailer
(1771-1832.) and, in turn, their first child was Franz Jacob Haas (1796-188o) who married Maria Franziska
Bauer (1794-1874). They produced nine children, the founh of which was Charles. His father and
grandfather were both master carpenters.
On the maternal side: Maria Franziska Haas' parents were the "Lebkiichner," Michael
Bauer (1763-1834) and his wife, Maria Eva Ott (1752.-1797). Maria Franziska Bauer had both a twin
sister, Maria Theresia (1796-?), and an older sister, Barbara (1790-1872.) (who married the master
shoemaker of Walldiirn , Sebastian Hildenbrand, in 1817 and became parents of Burgermeister
Wilhelm Hildenbrand (182.8-1919), and a younger brother, Michael Bauer (1793-1840). The original
Bauer house still stands in the Rathausgasse. Although the oven in which the traditional honey-cakes
were baked has long since been removed, some Walldiirners still remember it.
For the status and practice of Lebkiichner in Walldiirn see Hans Eckstein, "Walldiirner
Lebkiichnerei," Der Wartturm, Vol. 2. (192.6-2.7), pp. 2.7-2.8; and Werner Kieser, "Lebkiichnerei in
Walldiirn. Vom Handwerks-zum Industriebetrieb," Zu Kultur und Geschichte des Odenwaldes,
Festgabe fur Gotthilde Giiterbock . Peter Assion, eta/., eds . (Breuberg-Neustadt: 1975), pp. n7-12.5.
5. The Hildenbrand family descends from Ferdinand Adam Hildenbrand, who came to
Walldiirn from Rippberg and married Katharina Mechler (1772.-1847). Their son was Sebastian Hildenbrand (1794-1858) who married Barbara Bauer. Thus the Haas and the Hildenbrand families were
related through marriage, but a close relationship existed between the families as well. Burgermeister
Hildenbrand and Charles Haas were cousins. The Hildenbrands occupied a house on the Haupstrasse
(between the families Mairon and Berberich) which had been built for Valentin Stumpf in 1583. Later,
Wilhelm Hildenbrand bought a house in the Klosterstrasse.
6. For the Walldiirn Pilgrimage and the Pilgrimage Church see: Peter Assion, ed . , 65o jahre
Wallfahrt Walldiirn (Karlsruhe: Badenia Verlag, 198o); and Wolfgang Bruckner, Wallfohrt und Kirche Walldiirn (Walldiirn: Verlag Augustiner-Kloster, 1977).
7. Various panial accounts of Charles Haas' life exist and have been used in compiling this
anicle. The principle sources are indicated here, but they will be designated in the text and notes only
alphabetically, as follows:
Biography A (Ca. 1910) As told by Charles Haas and recorded by Edward Francis and
Mabel Thompson Haas.
Biography B (19n) Obituaries of Charles Haas in Stockton newspapers.
Biography C (Ca. 192.2.) Elaboration and correction of Biography A by Edward Francis
Haas and Roben Manin Haas for use by Tinkham. (See
Biography D) .
Biography D (192.2.) Tinkham's news anicle, based on Biography C. Information sent
from Germany to Edward Thompson Haas by Theresa
Hildenbrand.
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Biography F (192.3)

Information sent from Germany to Edward Francis Haas by
Burgermeister Hildenbrand.
Biography G (Ca. 192.s) Tinkham's article for his book on Stockton. Never printed.
Contains new information on Charles Haas gathered in Germany
by Edward Francis Haas.
Biography H (Ca. 19s8) A new statement by Mabel Thompson Haas prepared for Oscar
Lewis.
Biography I (1961) Oscar Lewis, for A Family ofBuilders (San Francisco: 1961), based on
all foregoing sources. No new information .
Biography J (1964) Peter Assion to Robert Bartlett Haas, based on Walldiirn records and
personal research. Contains new information.
Biography K (196s) Robert Raymond Haas and Robert Bartlett Haas, based on A-J
Biography L (1982.) Peter Assion and Robert Bartlett Haas, cooperative research.
8. Document about the admission of Franz Jacob Haas and Maria Franziska Bauer Haas to
their citizen's rights, August 17, 182.0. Document No . 3979, District Court of the Grand Duke of
Baden. A copy first sent to America by Theresa Hildenbrand on June 30, 192.3. Stadtarchiv Walldiirn.
9· See Peter Assion, "Eine Kleinstadt in Wandel, Walldiirn zwischen 18oo-190o als
Beispiel," Walldiirn Museumschriften, Vol. 4 (1977), p. 2.S·
10 .
Walldiirn traveling tradesmen usually took the Schwartzwald as their principal territory.
Haas developed two further outlets for his merchandise, Sales Hermann in Waldshut near Freiburg and
one further away, Handelschaus D.W. Lehr, in Frankfurt. It is a distinct possibility that the Franz
Jacob Haas family was increasingly drawn into the baking and distribution ofLebkuchen from 1834 on,
for in that year the baker Michael Bauer, Sr., died and in 1840 his son also died.
See also Joseph Geissler, "Das Hausiergewerbe der Stadt Walldiirn," in Untersuchungen
iiber die Lage des Hausiergewerbes in Deutschland, Vol. s (Leipzig: Schriften des Vereins fur
Sozialpolitik, 1899), p. ns, which mentions Jacob Haas as one of the first Walldiirn handworkers to
become an itinerant tradesman, and as one of the first manufacturers of artificial flowers in Walldiirn;
and Richard Elsishans, Die Entwicklung der Kunstblumenindustrie in Walldiirn , Ph .D. dissertation,
Frankfurt/Main, 192.1.
n . For a general description of social and political conditions in Germany in the 184os see
Kurt F. Reinhardt, Germany- 2000 Years (Ungar, N.Y.: 19S11I96o), pp . 4s6ff, and Robert Leibbrand, Das Revolutionsjahr 1848 in Wiirttemberg (Stuttgart: Verlag das Neue Wort, 1948).
12.. For details of Franz Jacob Haas' property purchases and sales in the 183os see the
following:
A. Sale of the house in the "untern Stadtgasse," January 19, 1833: Stadtarchiv
Walldiirn, Grundbuch, Vol. 4, pp. 2.42.-2.44·
B. Purchase of the house in Adlergasse: ibid.
C. Purchase of the house in the Stadtstrasse, January 2.9, 1834: Stadtarchiv Walldiirn,
Grundbuch, Vol. s, pp. 12.7-12.9.
D. Purchase of the house in the Stadtstrasse, September 6, 1838 : ibid., Vol. 6, pp .
47s-478.
E. Purchase of the house in the "oberen Gasse," August 6, 1839: ibid. , Vol. 7• pp.
31-32..
13. For practices of handworkers' apprentices, see HelmutJoho, "Wanderbiicher Eberbacher
Handwerkgesellen aus der Zeit von 182.8-ISss." in Eberbacher Geschichtsblatt, No. So, I98I, pp.
3I-S9· The destruction of guild records in Vienna during World War II makes it impossible to trace
details of Haas' apprenticeship there .
I4. Larousse, Encyclopedia of Modern History from 1500 to the Present Day (London: Paul
Hamlyn, I967), Ch. IS, pp . 2.82.-2.83.
IS· For conditions in Walldiirn see Assion, op. cit. , pp. 48-sx. For conditions in southern
Germany generally see Leibbrand, op. cit., pp. I4-I9·
I6 . Full details of the plan, so far as known, cannot be set forth within the scope of this essay,
but its long-range results can be suggested merely by listing the children and their places of death:
George Anton Haas
Franz Joseph Haas
Katherine Franziska Haas
Karl (Charles) Haas
Eva Katherina Haas

b.
b.
b.
b.
b.

I82.1
I82. 3
I82.s
I82.7
182.9

d.
d.
d.
d.
d.

I912., Oregon
I82.4, Walldiirn
I82.s, Walldiirn
I911, California
I92.3, Washington
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Karolina Haas
b. 1832
d . r9rs , Oregon
Barbara Haas
d . r84o, Walldiirn
b. 183S
Maria Anna Haas
d. r873 , Washington
b. 1837
Johann Heinrich Haas
b. 1841
d . 1909 , Oregon
From ' 'Franz Jacob Haas and Maria Franziska Bauer Haas, Their Ancestors and Descendants,'' compiled by Roben Raymond Haas, Stockton, California, r96s.
17. Although the story of Charles Haas' rescue was recorded in Biography A, the Prior of the
Hospice du Simplon, Fh. Benoit Vouilloz, in r98r reponed that he found no records to confirm it at
the hospice.
r8. Biography A lists the town as "Atova, " a probable typographical error. The mistake was
corrected in Biography F but repeated in Biography K. The Arona City Archives, largely lost in World
War II , are today insufficient to trace Charles Haas' life or presence there . On revolutionary activities
see George Manin , The Red Shirt and the Cross of Savoy (New York : Dodd , Mead & Company, 1969 ),
pp . 28s-287 .
19. Leibbrand , op cit., p. 13 .
20 .
Real estate transactions, r846, Stadtarchiv Walldiirn. The sale: Grundbuch, Vol. 9,
r846-r848, pp . r36-r38. Sale price: 400 gulden; 367 to be paid by Adam Brohm in cash, the balance
over the next two years . The house still stands in the "oberen Gasse" (now Schmalgasse).
21. The purchase: ibid, pp. 39s -396. Purchase price: 8so gulden; 200 to be paid immediately, 4so in July r847 , and so gulden each Easter between r848 -r8sr. This house is still in existence and is
now a restaurant .
22 .
The power of attorney for George Anton Haas is in the Stadtarchiv, Walldiirn .
23 . For social and economic conditions preceding the revolution see Huben Locher, " Die
Wirtschaftliche und soziale Lage in Baden am Vorabend der Revolution von 1848 " Ph.D . dissenation ,
Freiburg im Breisgau, r9so.
24· Peter Assion , "Eine Kleinstadt im Wandel," in Walldurner Museumschnften , Heft 4,
1977 , p. 42. See also Huben Weisner, ed., Die Deutsche Turnkunst von Turnvater jahn (Miinchen:
Matthes und Seitz, 1979).
2s. The Odenwald Uprising : Handbill, "Was wir Wollen?" in Hans Blum, op . cit., opposite
p . 96 ; Karl Hofman , Die Unruhen der jahre 1848 und 1849 im Badischen Franken/and (Weinheim und
Leipzig: r9n ); Friedrich Lautenschlager, Die Agrarunruhen in den badischen Standes und Grundherrschaften in jahre 1848 (Heidelberg: r9rs) .
26. Ludwig Vogely, " Hecker hoch! Dein Name schaller . .. ," Friedrich Hecker zum roo
Todestag am 24 · Marz r98r, in Badische Heimat, Vol. 6r (r98r) , pp . 8s-ro3.
27 . For information about Charles Haas' military service , the authors are indebted to
Oberstaatsarchivrat Dr. John , Badische General Landesarchiv , Karlsruhe .
28. That Charles Haas witnessed the encounters at Kandern and Freiburg we infer from
Biography A. He may also have been present at Staufen. A search of the order books of the command
failed to clarify the exact location of his regiment on these dates .
29. Lewis, Family ofBuzlders, p. 4·
30. Badische General Landesarchiv, Karlsruhe: "Grossherzoglich Badisches Anzeigen-Blatt
fur den Unterrhein-Kreis ," No . 2S (r849), #4423, pp . 3)0-))I; and No . 49 (r849), #8494 , p . S7L
31. Franz Jacob Haas enrolled on May r6, r848, as member #3o . Statutes of Volksverein in
Walldiirn, p . 48 , Stadtarchiv Walldiirn, Vol. B277, p . 48 . Through this act Franz Jacob showed
himself ready to suppon the next stages of the liberal revolution in Baden which culminated, unsuccessfully, at Rastatt on July 23, r849 ·
32. For a list of the pioneers of various Turnvereins see Hugo Gollmer, ed., Germans in the
United States (St . Louis, r88s ); for general information about German immigrants in New York see
Agnes Bretting, Soziale Probleme Deutscher Einwanderer in New York City, r8oo-r86o (Weisbaden:
Steiner Verlag, r98r).
33. Stadtarchiv Walldiirn, Kriegskosten-Rechnung r849- s 2, Vol. Rr92 . Franz Jacob bought a
field for George Anton in r8 so and sold three fields for him in r8 s 2, liquidating George's minor
holdings in Walldiirn. Sale of the farm land: Grundbuch, Stadtarchiv Walldiirn, Vol. u, r8s 2, pp .
424-4 2 9·
34· Power of attorney, Franz Jacob Haas to Sebastian Hildenbrand, April 22, r8 s 2: Heimatmuseum Walldiirn . Due to ill health, Sebastian Hildenbrand transferred the power of attorney on
August 14, r8 s 7, to his son, Wilhelm Hildenbrand . In November of that year he sold a garden in the
Winkelbrunnen for Franz Jacob Haas to Adam Brohm . Stadtarchiv Walldiirn , Grundbuch, Vol. rs,
pp . s6-s9 ·

20

T H E

PA C I F I C

H I S T 0 R I A N

3 5. The year of arrival is based on a statement for the Chronicle of Cincinnati, Ohio, August
1870, which states that Mr. and Mrs. Franz Jacob Haas had been "in America eighteen years and in
Cincinnati founeen." Three children had previously died in Walldiirn , four came with the parents,
and tWo sons were already in America .
36. Sale of house: Grundbuch, Stadtarchiv Walldiirn, pp. 653 -657 ·
37. Stern remains a shadowy figure . In one account he is referred to as Marcus Sterns
(Biography L), who became a leather dealer in San Jose, California. It is only family legend that he was
Haas' employer in Basle.
38. For information on routes to California see Oscar Lewis, Sea Routes to the Gold Fields, the
Migration by Water to Calzfornia in I849-18p (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1949).
39· Frank Soule, The Annals of San Francisco (New York: Appleton & Company, 1855), p .
174·
40 . George H . Tinkham, "Sketch of Career of Chas. Haas and Sons and of the Pioneer
Founder of Stockton's Leading Jewelry Store for Many Years," in the Stockton Daily Evening Record,
May 2, 1922, p. 10 (Biography C) .
41. Tinkham, "Sketch" (Biography C) ; Annals, pp . 441, 446. For funher information on
German immigrants in California at this time see Oscar Cannstatt , Die Deutsche Answanderung
(Berlin, 1904), pp . 20-21; Hausschild-Theissen, Die Ersten Hamburger in Gold/and Kalzfornien (Hamburg, 1969); Roderich Ungern -Sternberg and Herman Schubnell, Grundriss der
Bevolkerungswissenschaft (Stuttgan 1950), p. 48o; and Der Deutsche Auswanderer (Newspaper),
Frankfun/Main, No. 3, 1849 .
42. Annals, pp. 445,447 , 536. The lithograph was recorded as bearing the following caption:
"Mai and Turnfest, San Francisco, California, May 7-8, 1854. Lithography by C.F . Beckerer, California
St. at Montgomery. Parade of Gymnasts." It cannot now be located. It bore the handwritten names of
all panicipants and would be an invaluable document for the study of German immigrants in San
Francisco if it could be found .
43· The marriage of Charles and Elizabeth Haas: Record found in 1959 in San Francisco Alta
California for June 25 , 1854, and in the San Francisco Wide West for June 25, 1854, by James de T.
Abajian, Librarian, California Historical Society. Roben B. Haas is presently working on the Landstuhl
family genealogy. He was recently the first American Haas-Kuhn descendent to visit the town in 128
years .
44 · Directory listings for Charles Haas in San Francisco: 1854- watchmaker, 44 Long Wharf;
1856- watchmaker and jeweler, 171 Washington (Haas and Louderbach, 171 Washington, residence,
West Side Stone, between Washington and Jackson); 1858-same. There is no listing for Lorzendorf
and Company.
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HISTORICAL LANDMARK
Where Western history comes alive

LAKEVIEW NO. I
MILDRED CONKLIN SPECHT

My father brought his little family from Los Angeles to the oil boomtown of Taft,
California, in 1910 when he came to manage the newly-built general store of A. Asher &
Company.
The town was situated on the western edge of the giant platter of the San Joaquin
Valley and in those early years contained only sagebrush, tent houses and wooden oil derricks. Our house, one of a few pre-fabricated structures, was held together with iron rods
running through slots and guy wires across the room to hold it down against frequent
windstorms.
Amenities were few. Our water was hauled in railroad tank cars forty miles from
Bakersfield, and then a water wagon came to fill the two barrels at our back door.
My sister and I attended a one-room tenthouse school; Miss Olive McCutcheon was
the teacher. We had to cross over a deep oil ditch bridged by a plank on our way home
and we naturally stopped to play beside the slow-moving thick stream; fascinated, we
watched as the irridescent black oil formed fantastic, sinuous shapes when poked this way
and that with sticks.
There were wells pumping oil in the McKittrick hills west of Fresno and in the Kern
River area as early as 1870. A brace of steam boilers supplied the power for these
"pumpers" and these in turn were fired with oil or gas from the wells. With the invention of automobiles powered by a gasoline engine, the state came down with oil fever.
Wells were drilled several miles to the south of McKittrick where oil was discovered. The
west side of Kern County, rimmed by rolling hills, became the ElDorado of California's
crude oil industry. The town of Taft quickly prospered, particularly with the completion

Mtidred Conklin Specht has had a long association with the Caltfornia petroleum industry since her
first sight of Lakeview No. r, including employment with both Union Otf and the Standard Ozl companies of Caltfornia. Now retired, she has written several short articles and a play, and is currently
writing a novel based upon her father's memoirs.
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Lakeview No. r , perhaps the greatest "gusher" the world has ever seen, produced a
first-day flow of around r8,ooo ba17'els of crude oil to form the gleaming petroleum
lake in this photograph.
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Crude camps for otl company workers and their fomz!ies were hasttly constructed as
otf fields multiplied rapidly throughout Kern County. There were few amenities and
fewer entertainments in such settlements and the opportunity to view a bona fide
gusher such as Lakeview No. r drew residents of the county from long distances.
of the Southern Pacific railroad from Pentland in 1909 . In a short while Taft began calling itself "the largest oilfield in the world" and "the biggest little city in the world."
On Marcli 15, 1910, an event of national interest occurred when an oil well near
Maricopa, seven miles from Taft, blew out and a gusher was born: Union Oil Company's
Lakeview No.1.* The flow of oil was so powerful one foreman said: ''Lakeview must have
cut an artery of the earth's great central storehouse of oil."
Mama's despair was acute when the clothes she had hung on the line became spotted
with oil carried on the wind from seven miles away; but when papa decided to take us to
see the gusher, she rose to the occasion and instructed him to bring home a roll of brown
wrapping paper from the store.
A buggy ride was a wonderful adventure on these occasional excursions through the
desert. There were always long-eared jackrabbits to be seen scuttling away and sometimes
coyotes slinking in the sagebrush or watching us curiously from a safe distance.
A thin seven-year-old, I sat between mama and papa; my younger sister sat on
mama's lap. There were other sightseers on the road bound for the big black splotch in
the sky. Papa followed them, drove into a little draw below the site of the gusher and
tethered the horse. Mama got out the paper bag from the back of the buggy, took out
two paper dresses, and slipped them over my sister's head and mine. Next she produced
two round pieces of paper she pinned into cornucopia hats. She and papa wore rubberized raincoats but mama donned a cornucopia hat too, and we walked up the hill to the
nm.
In the center of an oil-drenched slope stood the towering framework derrick. A
straight black column shot up through it with a deafening roar, then burst out into a
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After eighteen months of record production, Lakeview No. I ceased producing oil as
suddenly as it began. Mildred Conklin Specht (left) and her sister, Dorothea G.
Dyson, here revisit the site of the gusher they first saw as children in 1910.
cascading plume just like fireworks on the Fourth ofJuly. But just as spectacular was the
huge oil pool below, so luminous that it reflected the gusher and everything around it as
in a mirror. It was a serene, shining basin. At its lower edge men worked unceasingly constructing a sandbag barrier to keep the oil from running into and contaminating Buena
Vista Lake** on the plain below.
Lakeview No . 1 produced oil spectacularly for some months, then ''played out''
quietly. On Tour, magazine of the Union Oil Company, reported in August 1948:
Mter eighteen months of tempestuous living, Lakeview No. 1 suddenly quieted .... In
those eighteen months Union Oil's estimate of Lakeview's total yield is nine million barrels
of 32-gravity crude, of which nearly five million were saved.

Today the site is marked by a monument erected by the Kern County Historical
Association and is located just off the Taft-Maricopa highway.
*Editor's Note : According to several sources, Lakeview No. 1 was the largest gusher in the history of
California and perhaps the world. It produced an unprecedented 18 ,ooo barrels in the first twenty-four
hours of its existence. The flow of oil was so great it presented both a major control problem and an extreme fire hazard, and forced nearby residents to temporarily abandon their homes. At its peak production, output from this well was 68,ooo barrels a day . Mildred Hoover, eta/., Historic Spots in
Calzfornia (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1966), p . 134; William Rintoul, Spudding In (San
Francisco: California Historical Society, 1976). Two other sources which discuss the overall history of the
early oil industry in Kern County are William Rintoul , Oildorado: Boom Times on the West Side
(Fresno, CA: Valley Publishers , 1978), and F.F. Latta, Black Gold in the San joaquin (Caldwell, ID:
The Caxton Printers, 1949).
**A torrent of oil popularly called the' 'trout stream'' poured from the gusher. This stream threatened
to contaminate Buena Vista Lake, several miles distant, the source of irrigation water for the Miller &
Lux farming operations in that region . Rintoul, Spudding In , p . uo .
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THE HUMBLEST COTTAGE CAN IN A SHORT TIME
AFFORD ... PURE AND SPARKLING WATER:

Early Efforts to Solve Gold Rush San Francisco's
Water Shortage
JAMES P. DELGADO

The California Gold Rush and its resultant population boom in San Francisco
brought to the infant city a problem common to rapidly expanding urban areas - the
lack of pure water for the city's residents. The pre-existing fresh-water supply, basically a
few shallow wells, proved insufficient as the population grew in the 185os. The problem
was approached by several entrepreneurs during this decade, but their projects were interim solutions to a need which only continued to grow. The first step toward solving the
problem was finally realized in 1857, when the San Francisco Water Company looked
beyond the limited resources available in town and tapped distant sources which were
then conveyed into the city limits. The system devised by the San Francisco Water Company was San Francisco's first permanent water supply system.
Though the San Francisco Water Company soon went out of business, their precedent
provided the inspiration and paved the way for later developments by the Spring Valley
Water Company which, by tapping more distant and widespread sources, gained control
of San Francisco's water supply. From 1865 to 1930 the Spring Valley Water Company
fulfilled the needs of the city. In 1930, following sale of the company to the City and
County of San Francisco, a precedent set so many years before was again applied: the city
fathers brought fresh water into San Francisco from Yosemite's Hetch-Hetchy Valley, ensuring an adequate supply for years to come. The long and varied history of water supply
in San Francisco owes much to the early efforts to bring fresh water into the city.
james P. Delgado, with the National Park Service since 1978, is Park Historian at the Golden Gate National Recreation Area. Mr. Delgado's research interests lie in the history of California pn·or to r8 50,
and he has written numerous articles on that period including ''What Becomes ofthe Old Ships? Dismantling the Gold Rush Fleet of San Francisco," which appeared in the Winter 1981 issue of THE
PACIFIC HISTORIAN.
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During the early years of the Gold Rush, San Franciscans were supplied with water
from a variety of sources . The first were fresh-water wells which proliferated throughout
the town, usually on private lots. During the shon period before the population booms,
the wells were considered to be the solution to any water problem . A seemingly inexhaustible artesian aquifer beneath the sand dunes of San Francisco proved to be a
benefit:
An idea was once entertained here, that attempts to dig artesian wells would prove a
failure, but the many now successfully in operation in the city here have settled that question . .. the humblest cottage can in a short time afford a leaden pipe to carry the pure
and sparkling water. 1

The wells proved to be an unreliable source of water, however. Most were located on
private land and were hence subject to speculation. Competition, speculation, the high
cost of excavation, and the fluctuating uncertainties of the market made some owners
greedy. The proliferation of wells also began to over-tax the aquifer and the water level
began to drop . This required deeper excavation, greater costs, and increased risks since
the shafts had to be sunk through unconsolidated sand . Some tragedies resulted:
FATAL ACCIDENT. An Englishman , named John Shandee, while engaged in digging a
well , about 2 00 yards to the south-east of Dr. Smith 's hospital , yesterday forenoon, was
buried to the depth of nearly twenty feet, by the caving in of the sides of the well. Life was
extinct before the efforts to recover the body were successful. He was 31 years old, a native of
London, and leaves a widow and two children .2

In the early r8 5os many residents of San Francisco obtained water for household use
from water carriers. These unique merchants brought their product to town in casks
strapped to mules or in carts pulled by horses. Business was evidently fairly lucrative
for by r854 more than sixty-five water camers were in business in the city.
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The contrast between San Francisco in 185o (below) and the San Francisco of1851 is
indicative of its rapid growth in the early years of the gold rush. It underscored the
need to provide basic amenities for the city's inhabitants-including a secure supply
ofpotable water.
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Wells continued to be developed throughout the r8sos to supply needed water, but
were unreliable and could not provide enough water to meet the needs of the city. As a
result, other sources of supply were developed.
Utilizing wells and springs close to town but not on private property, water-carriers
brought their product to town in casks strapped to mules or in carts pulled by horses.
Usual sources of supply included El Polin, a large spring near the old Presidio, and Mountain Lake, which was located on the extreme northwestern corner of the San Francisco
peninsula, four miles out of town. Juan Miguel Aquirre, a Basque '49er, is generally
credited with introducing the water-carrier to San Francisco:
The chaperone of the donkey water system was one Juan Miguel Aguirre, and the date of
operation was on or about May r 5, r849, when Aguirre achieved the distinction of being the
first man to make a business of selling water in San Francisco . . . . Senor Aguirre used to
make as much as $3o a day, though he charged only $r the bucket.3

Aguirre used "an humble burro, that carried two barrels, one on either side, from which
the liquid was doled out to purchasers via the homely uses of a bucket.'' Later carriers
preferred the water-cart. By r8s4 more than sixty-five water carriers were in business in
San Francisco, and "a one-horse water cart with a good route sold for $1, soo or $r,8oo. " 4
The water-carriers also aided the city in its quest for water, but their resources were
limited and the need for additional fresh water persisted.
In addition to wells and water-carriers, a third interim business sold water in San
Francisco. The Sausalito Water and Steam Tug Company, operated by pioneer William
A. Richardson and his son-in-law, Manuel Torres, sold water shipped over by barge from
their Sausalito property. Fresh-water springs on Richardson's Rancho Sausalito had supplied visiting vessels since the r83os, and beginning in r8so Richardson began shipping
water to San Francisco. The springs were tapped and conducted "to the beach and col-
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lected in 2. tanks respectively 30 and 6o feet square, and eight feet high. "5 From the
tanks, the water was pumped into barges which were towed to the city by steam tugs. In
town, the water was pumped into reservoirs such as two large redwood tanks on the,decks
of the abandoned Gold Rush ship Cordova. Moored at Washington and Davis streets, the
Cordova, "an American vessel ... was bought by Captain Bowman from Goodall &
Nelson for Palmer, Cook and Company. Goodall & Nelson used her for a water ship,
where vessels and housekeepers could get a supply of good water. Water sold for $I and
$3 a bucket in those days. " 6 Goodall & Nelson apparently purchased their water from
the Sausalito Water and Steam Tug Company and retailed it at a profit. Some accounts
refer to the Cordova as a "receiver for Sausalito water."7 The prices for water varied but
were generally lower than those of the wells and water-carriers in town. The company is
said to have begun by charging five to twelve cents a pail for water, and a surviving
receipt from ISs 7 shows water listed at one and one-half to two cents per gallon. 8 Vessels
other than the Cordova also received Sausalito water; the ship Mentor was advertised as a
water merchant and was perhaps one of many such ship-reservoirs:
IMPORTANT to Masters and Owners ofVessels--,-FRESH WATER FOR SALE. On or after
Monday, the 15th inst. fresh water in any quantity may be obtained from the ship Mentor,
and at a very great savings of labor and expense, as the tanks will be kept on the main deck
and water pumped in and out. The ship may be known by a red fly at her fore-royal mast;
lays at anchor nearly in range with Sacramento Street. Apply on Board, or to
G .H . BEACH
Sacramento Street Packet Office9

The Sausalito Water and Steam Tug Company sold water shipped by barge from the
Sausalito property of William A. Richardson and Manuel Torres. Constantly undercut in price by the water cam"ers, after 18 55 the company concentrated on supplying
ships visiting the San Francisco harbor. The receipt shown here indicates the
customer paid$. 015 per gallon for the Sausalito Company's water.

Saucelito Water and Steam Tug Company.
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Understandably, fierce competition erupted between the three water businesses. The
only business to move ahead of their competitors were the water-carriers, who organized
and collectively were better able to meet the needs of their consumers- and at low prices.
The well owners never organized, and after Richardson's bankruptcy and death in r8 55
the Sausalito Water and Steam Tug Company, though it continued in business for
several years, never was able to compete effectively with the water-carriers. After r8 55 the
Sausalito Water and Steam Tug Company concentrated on supplying visiting vessels .
Despite their superiority and "control" of the market, though, the water-carriers could
not meet the ever-pressing demands for adequate water in San Francisco. In desperation,
the people of San Francisco turned to the city government for a solution.
The city fathers were aware of the needs for a permanent water supply. In his first
published address to the Common Council of the City of San Francisco on April9, r8 so,
Mayor John W . Geary affirmed the city's responsibility for assuring that a water supply
would be developed. Not only was the water shortage blocking development of the town,
but it was also nearly impossible to combat fires which, six times during the Gold Rush,
came close to leveling the entire town. In addition, the Act of Incorporation for the City
of San Francisco listed, as the seventh responsibility of the Common Council, their power
''To erect water works either within or beyond the limits of the corporation, and provide
the city with water." 10 To meet this goal a special committee of council members for
public improvements was formed. The minutes of Common Council meetings show that
many proposals were made and referred to the committee, indicating how busy they
were. Proposals submitted for the city's consideration were at times presented just days
apart:
December 2.6, r849 . . . . Petition of Frank Ward, relative to supplying the city with water,
was read and referred to Special Committee, vs : Messrs. Steuart, Green, and Post.
December 31, r849 . . . . Petition of Z. M. Chapman, relative to supplying the city with
water, was referred to the special committee for such matters . 11

The first petition to receive serious consideration was that of Azro D. Merrifield, who
in March r8 sr presented a plan to bring fresh water to the city from Mountain Lake. The
idea was not particularly new- the water carriers had been using Mountain Lake for two
years- but Merrifield's plan called for a major system of pipes, pumps and reservoirs.
Public opinion favored Mountain Lake water, and wide-scale use of the lake had been
suggested in the past:
THE MOUNTAIN LAKE . A ride to and examination of this beautiful little sheet of water
.. . will amply repay for the trouble. It is a body of clear, pure water of perhaps a mile in
circumference, one hundred and fifty feet above the level of the ocean. . . . It is supplied
by springs situated beneath the surface of the lake, the granite strata of the surrounding
hills forming a reservoir here where their contributions are gathered . . . . It is a Lake of
Como in miniature, wasting its rwenty-frve millions of gallons of the most pure water daily.
We remember hearing people wonder eighteen months ago, how San Francisco could ever
be supplied with water. . . . Nature seems to have answered the question ere it was asked,
by placing so near to us one of the most beautiful little bodies of water. . . . The lake
seems to have been placed there specially to supply this city with water of a quality superior
in purity and flavor. . . . 12

Merrifield's petition was approved on July 14, r852, when an ordinance "granting to
Azro D. Merrifield, and his Assigns, the privilege to introduce into the City pure fresh
water" was passed by the Common Council. Merrifield's company was given until
January r8 53 to complete their system. Work commenced at once, with surveyors assessing possible routes for the water lines to reach the city from Mountain Lake . On January
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18, 18 s2., Henry S. Dexter had reponed the results of his preliminary survey to the presi-

dent of the Mountain Lake Water Company .
.Two routes were proposed for a line leading into the city; one would run due east
along the future alignment of Pacific Street, the other along the shoreline and hillsides of
the San Francisco peninsula, past Fon Point, ending at Nonh Beach where a reservoir
would be built. The latter route was selected since the line "is direct, and the surface of
the ground is less broken than upon either of the other routes surveyed.'' The approved
plans for the system consisted of a thiny-inch diameter cast-iron main leading to a
sixteen-inch diameter water pipe which would be carried on trestles to the city. The costs
were estimated at $392.,971; pipe would be the greatest cost with some 3, 300 tons needed
at $198,ooo. Labor costs would exceed $98,960 for the estimated work. Estimated profits,
however, allayed any misgivings by the board of directors for the company; the profit in
1852., with the company serving some 3,ooo houses, would be $36o,ooo and $6oo,ooo in
18 s3 serving s,ooo houses. Monthly costs of operation, after the initial expenditures,
would be approximately $4,ooo "after making a liberal allowance for repairs. The
number of men required to keep the works in repair will be small, but a considerable
force of clerks and water collectors will be needed ... . '' 13
Construction of the new system began in 1853, the principal expenditure being installation of a conduit to tap the lake some sixteen feet below its surface. Rather than use
a thirty-inch cast-iron main, the company settled on a brick tunnel built under contract
by C.K. Hotaling. Running for 6so feet, the tunnel exited the hillside about a mile away
at the source of Lobos Creek, which ran into the sea. Evidently the costs and trouble involved in building the tunnel taxed the resources of the Mountain Lake Water Company,
for in 18 s3 the Common Council extended the time allotted for the company to complete
their works . The time was extended again in 18 54, but it seemed the proposed system
would never be completed . 14
On June 2.6, 1854, the Common Council voted to investigate the Mountain Lake
Water Company and to assess chances for success if the city took over the enterprise .15
Evidently the company was able to convince the city to extend their limit once again, but
finally, after five years of work and with no end in sight to the ever-increasing water problem, the Mountain Lake Water Company franchise was revoked . On January 1, 1857, it
passed into the hands of a new firm, the San Francisco Water Company, known informally as the Bensley Company. This firm, headed by Mexican War veteran John Bensley,
proposed to follow the route selected by the now defunct Mountain Lake Water Company, but rather than tap Mountain Lake they proposed to use Lobos Creek, to be
dammed near its mouth. The water would be conveyed into the city by an elevated redwood flume, ending at North Beach, where the water would be pumped to a reservoir on
Russian Hill, then gravity-fed into mains in the town.
Work on the new system commenced in early 1857· A stone and eanh dam was built
across Lobos Creek to impound the waters, and the redwood flume was staned. In town,
the pump-station work commenced along with excavation for the reservoir on Russian
Hill. On May 30, 1857, the San Francisco Dazfy Globe reported that "The Bensley Company has already contracted for a large amount of lumber for the construction of their
flume. They have built a dam over Lobos Creek, have made some excavations along the
proposed route, and have constructed a short portion of the flume next to the dam."
When completed, the flume would stand on wooden stilts as it followed the rugged
shoreline to San Francisco. Over four feet high and three feet wide, the water trough was
covered with boards so debris from the cliffs would not foul the water. As built, the
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john Bensley, head of the San Francisco
Water Company, took over the license
of the Mountain Lake Water Company
to supply San Francisco with water when
it was revoked in 18 57· Bensley's
organization became known informally
as the ''Bensley Company'' almost
immediately.

covered flume made an excellent roadway for adventurous hikers, as young Charles Warren Stoddard later discovered:
Beyond Black Point we climbed a trestle and mounted a flume that was our highway to the
sea . Through this flume the city was supplied with water. The flume was a square trough,
open at the top and several miles in length. It was cased in a heavy frame ; and along the
timbers that crossed over it lay planks , one after another, wherever the flume was uncovered. This narrow path, intended for the convenience of the workmen who kept the
flume in repair, was our delight. We followed it in the full assurance that we were running
a great risk. Beneath us was the open trough , where the water, two or three feet in depth ,
was rushing as if a mill-race. Had we fallen, we must have been swept along with it , and
perhaps to our doom . Sometimes we were many feet in the air, crossing a cove where the sea
broke at high tide; sometimes we were in cut among the rocks on a jutting point; and
sometimes the sand from the desen above us drifted down and buried the flume, now
roofed over, quite out of sight . 16

The flume terminated at Black Point (today's Fort Mason) on the San Francisco waterfront . There a brick pump station forced the water up Russian Hill to an open dirt and
rock reservoir at the corner of Francisco and Hyde Streets. The steam-operated pump station, as described in 186o,
consisted of an engine of roo-horsepower, working a pump of capacity sufficient to raise
1,40o,ooo gallons 140 feet high in 2.4 hours, with facilities for the attachment of another to
raise half that quantity 300 feet at the same time. The present pump raises water into a
reservoir of 8 ,ooo ,ooo gallons capacity, situated at the corner of Francisco and Hyde Streets,
at an elevation above the bay of 145 feet . . . . There are already laid in the city 74,000 feet
of pipe, extending from Nonh Beach to and beyond South Park, supplying most of the
thickly settled part of the city. . . .

The system was completed and in operation by early 1858, and onJuly 16, 1858, the first
water arrived at the pump station and was pumped up the hill into the reservoir. On
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The flat surface of the Bensley Company's covered flume wound along the coastline
toward Fort Point like a miniature private highway (above) and exercised a nearly irresistible fascination for hzkers, tourists and other transients. Few, including these
jauntzfy attired visitors of r89o (below), could resist the impulse to walk upon it.
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September ·q, 18 s8, the first water from the reservoir entered mains in the city belowSan Francisco's first permanent water system was in business. 17
The first few years of the new system were filled with projects to correct major deficiencies and to extend the network of pipes and mains throughout the city. The flume
was the first concern of the Bensley Company, however, because frequent winter storms
damaged it and contaminated the water. After a storm knocked over portions of the
flume and filled the reservoir with muddy water, the San Francisco Herald remarked that
it was
MERELY FOR COLOR'S SAKE-Our friend " simplex" has an excessively unsophisticated
way of looking at things in generaL Observing a remark in this paper a day or two since, to
the effect that the Gas Company had painted their street lamp-posts a lively green , for the
purpose, perhaps, of giving travelers on the pavements some hint of trees, he suggested
that it was merely for a refreshing and inspiring purpose that the Bensley Co. colored their
water yellow! 18

Not everyone viewed the troubles of the new system as humorous. One irate consumer, writing to the editor of the San Francisco Call on May 24, 1862, noted:
I have been taking the Bensley Water since the company have [sic] been in operation . During the past few weeks I have been indisposed in consequences of drinking that impure
fluid-so my physician informs me . Not wishing to condemn the anicle without more
positive evidence, I inquired of my neighbors, and found that many of them had already
discontinued receiving the impure water, and others were about to do the same. For myself,
I am forced to purchase my water from a carrier. I think, Mr. Editor, that you will benefit
your other subscribers by cautioning them against the use of unwholesome water.'9

In yet another letter, this time to the editor of the San Francisco Bulletin, an angered
citizen wrote of discovering manure in the flume, of hunters washing their feet in the
water, of dirt and sand falling through poorly constructed covers on the flume, "which
the owners facetiously denominate an aqueduct,'' and of generally unhealthy conditions
associated with the system. The consensus: "The Bensley water instead of being a blessing has proven a curse."zo
Two problem areas with frequent slides were the exposed hillsides along which the
flume passed at Fort Point hill on the Golden Gate, and Black Point at the terminus.
After heavy damage during winter storms in 1861-62, work began on a brick conduit to
pierce the hills as a replacement for the wooden flume . In August 1862 the San Francisco
Bulletin reported that:
The tunnel of the Bensley Water Company, now rapidly progressing through Fon Point
hill, will be 3,790 feet long, over two-thirds of a mile. It will be arched, of solid masonry,
and large enough to allow a skiff to pass from end to end. _ . . The storm of last winter
proved the wonhlessness of flumes of redwood, causing a loss to the company in repairs and
stoppage of water rents of over $2o,ooo. It was at this time that complaints were made of
impurity of the Bensley Water; now it is as clear and soft as could be desired .

At Black Point, work also progressed on a tunnel. According to the Bulletin:
The tunnel of masonry through Black Point now recently finished, is 2,812 feet long, is
solidly arched, and some of the excavation is through hard rock costing $15 per foot to construct it. The conduit of masonry is conducted through projecting points by other tunnels
until it reaches the large valley between the barracks and Fon Point. 21

In September the work was essentially complete, and the company made plans for additional improvements. The San Francisco Alta Calzfornia noted the completed tunnel
and a new wooden wharf at the base of the point near the pump station, for the landing
of supplies and materials. The pump station was described as ''a prominent object of
interest'':
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Neatness and order reign throughout the large brick edifice, and the machinery, with its
wonderful forcing power, does its ponderous work with clocklike regularity. Visitors can
view the machinery, through the courtesy of Mr. Snyder, the Engineer, and will find the
different departments to be splendid specimens of work from the Pacific and Vulcan Foundries of this city. 22

In r86o work had begun on a new reservoir above the old one at the corner of Hyde
and Greenwich streets, with a capacity of 3,6oo,ooo gallons. It was completed in r86r,
and the pumping-station capacity was then raised to 2,roo,ooo gallons in twenty-four
hours. In r864 yet another change was added when the interior of the station was
modified for the installation of' 'two steam engines of two hundred and fifty horse-power
each . . .. '' A new brick chimney was added to the exterior of the station at the same
time, replacing the original metal smokestack. 23
Additional work was considered by the company, such as replacing the entire flume
with a cast iron pipe (a solution remarkably similar to the original proposal of the Mountain Lake Water Company), but this idea never went beyond a planning stage. A new
problem arose which demanded the full time and attention of the company. A rival concern, the Spring Valley Water Company, had been formed in r8s8, mainly through the
efforts of former Bensley chief engineer A.W. von Schmidt. The Spring Valley Company
thrived as a result of the misfortunes of the Bensley Company, and because they devoted
their energies to bringing water from Pilarcitos Creek, approximately fifteen miles south
of San Francisco. Acquiring large areas of watershed lands, and tapping a system of

In r8 59 the Bensley Company flume hugged the contours ofthe coastline as it rounded Black Point and headed for the steam pumping station (smokestack on far left)
which forced the water up Russian Htll into an open reservoir at the comer of Francisco and Hyde Streets. Black Point at that time was a fashionable location and many
of the houses there belonged to prominent Caltfomians. john C. Fremont's home
can be seen at the farthest tip of the point.
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The solidly constructed bnck pumping station ong,inally buzlt by the Bensley Company aroundr858, shown here in 1928, remained in operation for nearly a century. It
was not demolished until after World War II when it was razed to make way for San
Francisco's Aquatic Park.
creeks, springs and lakes, the Spring Valley Water Company had grown to immense proportions by r864 and was a threat to the smaller Bensley Company. A struggle resulted
and by January 1, r86s, the Bensley system was no longer an independent agent; it had
become part of the Spring Valley empire.
In May r864 the press had announced that the two companies were at "loggerheads"
over what The American Flag newspaper called "a gigantic swindle." The "astounding
discovery" made by the Spring Valley Water Company and the press was:
A pipe leading from the main pipe of one [company J to that of another, and through which
it is estimated the Bensley Company has been receiving nearly 1,ooo,ooo gallons of water
every 24 hours, for several months past, at the expense of the Spring Valley Company ... _24

Evidently the hard-pressed Bensley system had needed a boost and had obtained it at
the expense of their rival. What followed was a comic-opera series of charges, countercharges, threats, blandishments and announcements. On May 8, 1864, three Bensley
employees were arrested for' 'grand larceny'' in the theft of $8o,ooo worth of water from
Spring Valley. The case dragged through the courts and was settled only when the
Bensley Company, apparently losing and unable to pay damages, settled out of court.
The result, as indicated earlier, was the absorption in r86s of the properties and assets of
the Bensley Company by the Spring Valley Water Company. The first permanent water
system in San Francisco had ceased to exist as an independent entity. For the next fifty
years the Spring Valley Water Company controlled the water supply of San Francisco, until the purchase of the company by the City and County of San Francisco. Under public
ownership, the completion of the Hetch-Hetchy project to bring water to the city from
the Sierra was pursued and accomplished, ending all problems of water supply. 2 5
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A mute testimonial to San Francisco's early history, this cross-section of the Bensley
Company flume was discovered during an archaeological investigation at Baker's
Beach.
Components of the Bensley system continued in use long after the demise of the company. The flume was still used in 1887, as an alternate water supply by the Spring Valley
Water Company and as the main source for the U.S. Army's Presidio Military Reservation . In a report that year Colonel G .H . Mendell, commenting on the water supply,
noted that their needs were met-by
the conduit of the Spring Valley Water Company , which is the city's water supply. One of
its conduits carrying about 2 miJlion gallons daily, derives its supply from Lobos Creek. The
conduit passes along the shore boundary of the Presidio reservation on its western side and
is carried to the eastern shore, through a tunnel under the hill a few hundred feet near the
north [sic] of the fort [Point]. It is tapped by a pipe .... 26

The flume remained in operation until after 1893, when residential development of San
Francisco's Richmond District, on the south banks of the creek, contaminated the water.
The flume was slowly allowed to decay. The creek became the source for the Presidio's
water supply after 1911, however, when a water treatment plant and pump station were
built at its mouth by the army.
Other components and areas of the system also survived. The pump station remained
in operation until after World War II, when it was demolished to make way for recreational development as part of the city's Aquatic Park. The reservoirs are still in use,
though now covered, to supply city water. The Hyde and Greenwich reservoir's top is
now made of reinforced concrete and asphalt, and supports a popular tennis court.
Subtle reminders of the city's first water systems have also survived. In 1978 construction
activity at Clay and Sansome streets in downtown San Francisco uncovered, next to the
hulk of the old whaler Niantic, which was beached, burned and buried at the site during
the hectic gold rush days, a once-renowned fresh-water spring which had served the city
between 1849 and 1874. It and scores of other wells, now capped and forgotten, still lie
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beneath the streets of San Francisco. In Sausalito, construction work in the early 1970s uncovered the two redwood tanks used as reservoirs by the Sausalito Water and Steam Tug
Company, long since forgotten and filled in. And in San Francisco, along the hillsides
above Baker's Beach and Fon Point, hikers may still find, as noted in a recent archaeological report,
fragments of wooden planks, possibly the bottom of the flume . .. portions of concrete
supports for the flume ... [and] a short cross-section of flume sides and bottom . . . imbedded in the earthen material of the seacliff. 2 7

In bits and pieces, then, as relics and memories, and in faded photographs and dusty
tomes, the story of the growth of the infant city of San Francisco and its need for water
has survived into the present time.
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THE DEATH OF JOHN SUTTER
AS SEEN THROUGH THE LETTERS OF
ANNIE AND JOHN BIDWELL
VALERIE SHERER MATHES

Researchers occasionally discover documents that shed light on historical figures and
reveal a human side not always discernable in standard biographies. In the California
State Library, Sacramento, scattered among correspondence written by Annie E. K.
Bidwell, are several/etters sent to her husband, john. The Bz'dwells wrote numerous letters to each other during their thirty-two-year mam'age; however, these particular letters
pertain to the death of one of California's most controversial figures, General john A.
Sutter. Since both Bz'dwells were personally acquainted with Sutter, these letters offer an
unusually candid glimpse of that well-known histoncal personage.
john Bidwell, a native of New York, was a member of the first emigrant train to
journey from Missoun· to Calzfornia in r84r. Shortly after am'ving in Northern Calzfornt'a,
he was employed by Sutter as a clerk. Gaining the confidence of his employer, he later
served as bookkeeper and general business manager at Sutter's Fort. Several years later
Bidwell settled down on Rancho Chzco, an estate that ultimately encompassed over
26,ooo acres. He became a prominent agn'culturalist, eliciting an enthusiastzc tn'bute
from john Muir: [Bidwell's} "name wzll stand in history-a benevolent masterbutlder-California's Grand old man . ... " The naturalist descn'bed how the
transplanted New Yorker, ''In the early days, whzle others n'ddled the Sierra gulches in a
wzld storm of energy, and the whole atmosphere, people and all seemed yellow with
gold-dust, . . . proved and made known the for greater wealth ofthe sot!, plowing, sowing, planting, making innumerable expen'ments with all sorts ofgrain andfruits for every
body's benefit. '' 1
Bidwell, politically astute as well as agn·culturally informed, played an important role
in early Calzfornia politics. Disappointingly, although selected as a delegate to the 1849

Valerie Sherer Mathes is Instructor of United States and Indian History at the City College ofSan Francisco. A doctoral candidate at Arizona State University, she is particularly interested in the field of
Native American .rtudies and is the author of more than a dozen articles on various Indian subjects.
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john Bidwell (ca. 1842) and Annie Ell£cot Kennedy (n.d) whom he married in 1868.
Bidwell and john Sutter maintained a long personal association which began when
Sutter hired Bidwell as a clerk shortly after Bzdwell's am·v al in Caltfornia. He later
became bookkeeper and general manager of Sutter's holdings.
constitutional convention in Monterey, Bidwell did not participate in the important work
of that body. He was absent from home at the time of his appointment and thus missed
the proceedings. Soon thereafter he was chosen a member of the new state senate
representing the Sacramento district. In r864 at age forty-five he was elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives and served from December r865 to March r867. Although he
am·ved in Washington, D.C., a bachelor, he returned home to Calzfornia in r868 marn"ed. Annie Ellicott Kennedy, who was twenty years his junior, was his Pennsylvania-born
but Washington, D. C. -reared bnde.
Annie proved to be the perfect helpmate for this active, energetic, rancher-turnedpolitician. She was p.o/itically and socially prominent. Her great-grandfather, a surveyor,
had laid out Washington, D. C., in 1790, and her father joseph Camp Gnffith Kennedy
was Federal Census Director, as well as a recognized agncultural expert. Raised in
Washington society, Annie was well acquainted with the elite ofthe politzcal world. In an
r88o letter to the wife of President Rutherford B. Hayes, she noted that ''Mr. Hayes will
be the first president in thirty years whom I have not known, Gen. Taylor being the first
whom I had the honor of knowing . ... " 2
Annie became active in numerous phtlanthropic organizations in Calzfornia. Among
these was the Women's National Indian Association, whzch she served as western Vice
President. She also joined the Northern California Indian Association and the Women's
Chnstian Temperance Union. Her interest in prohibition became so intense that in r9r2
she served as a presidential elector of the Prohibition Party, the party for whzch her husband had been preszdential candidate in r892. Annie, also interested in women's nghts,
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Sutter's Fort, the headquarters ofjohn A. Sutter's 48,400 acre land grant he called
New Helvetia, as it appeared in 1847· Butft at the confluence of the Sacramento and
American Rivers, Sutter's Fort served not only as headquarters for the rancho and
Sutter's trading business, but also to welcome settlers amving from the United States
by various overland routes.
became a life member of the National American Women Suffrage Association and a
charter member of the Calzfornia Equal Suffrage Association. This remarkable woman,
who was eulogized as godmother of her home town of Chico after her death in March
I9I8, eighteen years after the death of her husband, was vitally interested in a variety of
reform and humanitarian causes throughout her life.3
In the summer of I88o Annie was visiting her parents in Washington, D. C., when she
learned of the death of General Sutter. That she was well aware of his previous poor
health is indicated by the following letter written by Sutter to her on Apnf 13, 1875.
Dear Madam
Your esteemed favor of the 8th February I have received only on the 18th of the same
month, because I was no more in the City, and a two cents Stamp would not have
brought me the letter here, and it would have gone to the dead letter office if the Young
Man's Christian Association had not put a 3 cents Stamp on it and forwarded it here.
I was very much pleased with your very kind letter, and would have been very happy
could I have been honored with your visit. I arrived on the 6th January in Washington
with my Granddaughter Anna E. Sutter which you received so polite and kindly, for
which I am very thankful to you.
About s days I attended to my business with ex. Gov. Foote and Judge McCorkle, on
the 6th day, I had a very violent attack of Rheumatism, and was confined to my bed until
the 26th january, and as the Doctor had discharged me I went with my granddaughter to
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get my photograph taken, of which you will find copy here enclosed, of which you will be
pleased to accept as mark of my high esteem.
The same evening I got my ticket and on the qthJanuary in the morning at 4 o'clock
I was at the R.R. Depot and left for home, where I safely arrived at two o'clock P.M. This
very cold winter keeps me rather unwell, but now I am tolerably well so that I can take a
walk out when the weather is good. This morning we had snow at least 4 inches deep, but
I hope we will see nothing more of it in a few days. We are so well content here, but these
cold winters make us rather homesick for California.
Ifl had not been sick I would have certainly called on your father, please give my best
respect to him, likewise to your Mamma and Sister. I had liked very much to see Genl
Bidwell, my Granddaughter told me that you expected him soon.
Your raisins raised at Chico must be delicious, this will become a great article of exportation from California, as they are far superior and [sic] those imported from Greece
and Spain, and I think it will pay better as to make wine. If the General has arrived please
deliver him my most friendly and sincere salutations, if not do me the favor to forward
them to California.
I have the honor to be, esteemed Lady, very respectfully
Your
Most Obedient Servant
].A. Sutter4

Upon learning of Sutter's death and aware of her husband's personal attachment to
the man whom he had once called ''the most liberal and hospitable of men, ''5 Annie
decided to pay her respects. Her june 21, r88o, letter to john poignantly described what
happened

john A. Sutter just pn"or to his death in
r88o. Sutter's dreams ofcreating an empire and ending his days peacefully on
his vast holdings were destroyed after
James Marshall found gold in the
tatlrace ofa sawmzll he was constructing
for Sutter. In the ensuing gold rush,
Sutter's workmen deserted him and his
rancho was destroyed by squatters who
simply appropnated his land Sutter
spent many of the last years of his life
petitioning Congress for redress.
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... Saturday morning we learned of General Sutter's death and immediately at nine
o'clock - I drove to Mades Hotel to learn particulars thereof, 6 and also to see whether I
could be of any service. As no one answered the bell I walked into the parlor and there lay
the remains of General Sutter, covered with a sheet, not yet in the coffin. Two gentlemen
were there conversing in a whisper, so I took a seat in the corner of the room and remained until one of them asked me to walk up stairs as the barber had come. I asked him
to allow me to remain a few moments when I would leave. I could not leave at once as I
was so over come, I did not care to go into the street. The gentleman asked my name and
then seemed to feel I had a right to be humored a little & was very kind. He was Col. F.
B. Schaeffer, formerly of CaP I asked when I might see General Sutter, & his reply was
"in twenty minutes," so I left, and after driving Mamma home I took Joey with me and
we searched for flowers, finally getting a promise of an anchor by one o'clock, but told I
must find a box to pack it in. So Joey and I, with the measure of needed box, visited
many stores before we succeeded in getting one large enough.
On taking it to the florist he saw I would have to cut it down, & also shorten it, to
which end he marked it with pencil, and we drove home to fix box. Joey cut it for me and
I sewed it together then took it to the florist, who packed my anchor in it. The anchor was
the handsomest the florist could make at this season of the year; and I had him make it of
the least perishable flowers, tuberoses predominating.
Col. Schaeffer had told me that only the ''California delegation'' would be present at
three o'clock to convey General Sutter's remains to the tram, for Lititz! 8 But when I arrived with my flowers he invited me to be present at the services at three o'clock. Finding
there was to be a service I unpacked my anchor, which was to have gone to Mrs. Sutter for
the funeral at Lititz, and placed it on the coffin, much to Col. Schaeffer's gratification,
who promised to repack it and have it go with the remains to Mrs. Sutter. Mr. Tichenor
-of whom I will write- also obtained from Government Conservatory an anchor, and
cut flowers for the inside of the coffin. These flowers were California flowers which had
been grown in the Govt. Conservatory. It was gratifying to see these gentlemen so tenderly laying these flowers about the face and hands, as tenderly as women could have done,
yet sorrowful to know that no relative was near to perform this office. . . .
It was a great privilege to be permitted to be present at this service, and I felt that
there was no king, general or statesman before whose remains my very soul would have so
bowed in reverence as before these fading remains of one to whom under God, I felt you
and I owed our destiny. My heart bled that he had passed away without receiving any
acknowledgement of our appreciation of these facts, and I proposed, in my heart, to go to
see his aged & desolate widow, and, if possible to do something to comfort her. Dr.
Sunderland's prayer was as touching as his address, and it was that though justice had not
been done the noble dead, it might be done his afflicted widow, and hearts be melted to
pity her, which had not pitied him .
. . . Col. Schaeffer says she is very feeble, aged 76, and was a most devoted wife. She
and General Sutter lived alone until very recently, when her granddaughter brought her
children to her house and forced herself and children on her, and proved a great trial to
Mrs. Sutter.
As ''friends'' were invited ''to follow the remains to the Depot'' Papa and I drove
behind the pall bearers, ours being the only carriage. Papa- at the depot- got out of
the carriage & walked with the pallbearers, & saw the coffin boxed and placed on the
cars ....
General Sutter looked so noble, even in death. How I longed for your presence, and
wished you had come with me. But it was a source of gratitude that I was permitted to
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represent you, m a measure.
Will write you of his last days at another time. All say he died of a broken hean. That
is the pitiful side, and causes heans to weep as well as eyes.9

Eight days later john replied to Annie's letter: ''I am glad you gave so much attention
to Gen. Sutter," he wrote. "I was afraid his remains might be sent away before you
found out he was dead. . . . I suppose General Sutter was utterly destitute. It is too sad
to think about!
'' ... I presume nothing would suit Mrs. Gen. Sutter as well as money, for she must
be in need. She is no doubt a very kind lady, and was devoted to her husband. But she
never seemed to me to be like him in any respect . That is to say, she never was attractive
- could speak no language but the German - had none of the counly and pleasing
refinement of her husband- was very tall, and not prepossessing, etc. But she is entitled
to unfeigned sympathy, and cheerful aid. It will be a shame if she be allowed to
suffer.'' 10
Almost two weeks later, July II, Annie wrote additional information on Sutter's
death . john 's letter ofjuly 2 had expressed dissatisfaction over the Chronicle and Star articles on Sutter and Annie sympathized with him. She noted that the Swiss Consul had
sent ''an elegant silk, embroidered Swiss flag to adorn the coffin, ''; and that Colonel
The Mades Hotel, ca. r89o, located at the southwest corner of Pennsylvania Avenue
and Third Street NW, Washington, DC, where john A. Sutter died on June rB,
r88o.
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Sutter and his wife, Anna, moved to Washington, DC, in r865 in order to personally
press Sutter's petition for redress upon Congress. For several years the Sutters lived in
hotels and boardinghouses, but in r8p Sutter moved his fomzly to Lititz, Pennsylvania, and buzft the sturdy brick structure pictured above. It is ironic that one
reason Sutter gave for buzfding the house was that ''We do not exactly care to die in a
hotel.''
Schaeffer hadpersonally aTTanged the ''California flowers'' about the general's face. Annie painstakingly included every detail of Colonel Schaeffer's role in the last days ofSutter's life .
. . . Col. Schaeffer told me he was with General Sutter during his sickness, not having had his clothes off for a week and that a few moments before Sutter died he gnashed
his hand so firmly that he looked up to see why, and saw he was dying. That he called for
aid but in a moment Genl. Sutter was no more. He also told me that he had taken Genl.
Sutter to the Capitol every day (during his visits to the Capitol). 11 As I know nothing of
Col. Schaeffer except what I saw that day, and as to mention his name alone when others
seemed to have been with Genl. Sutter also would not have been just to them, I did what
I thought best, and as I thought, satisfactory. I did not know but Col. Schaeffer might
have been employed by Genl. Sutter. He spoke of having a "furlough" so I asked Genl.
Alvord if he knew him, but he did not, and I have not seen Mr. Tichenor12 since the day
of funeral, nor any one to ask further information of. I asked Col. Schaeffer who was with
Genl. Sutter during his sickness besides himself and his answer was ''many friends. He
was well cared for, and received every attention." I also asked Mr. Tichenor the same
question, and received the same answer. Mr. Tichenor seemed much overcome by Genl.
Sutter's sorrowful death, and it was he who persuaded Dr. Sunderland to deliver the sermon you read. He also wrote that article on General Sutter's life which we saw in one of

46

T H E

P A C I F I C

H I ST 0 RI A N

the Washington papers last winter. He says he wrote it to influence in General Sutter's
claim before Congress. . . . 13

On july r6 Annie again wrote john, calling Schaeffer the General's "only steadfast
friend in personal attention, having assisted him to the Capitol in those weary walks so
fruitless and so disappointing . "I4
In her july r6 letter Annie enclosed an interesting letter from Tichenor, datedJuly 13,
r88o. Because he interviewed Schaeffer about the circumstances of Sutter's death, this
letter is of histon·cal importance:

Mrs . Annie K. Bidwell

1311 M Street
Washington, D .C.
July 13, 188o

Dear Madam:
Your note of yesterday would have been answered at once, but for the fact I had
forgotten the name of the Physician who attended General Sutter in his last illness .
In answer to the question as to who were with the General in his last sickness, and administered to his wants, I would say that Col. Schaeffer was with him, and the Colored
chambermaid was also in the room.
The facts are as follows. About a week before his death, he took cold while writing a
letter, I think to his wife. You will remember his death occured Friday June 18th at 1:20
P.M.
Wednesday morning previous to his death, Dr. Smith Townshend a well known
Physician, and at present Health Officer in this District was sent for, the General protesting that he did not need medical attendance, and would soon be better.
He had been suffering from Rheumatism in his shoulder, whic~ had been relieved by
outward applications but appeared again in the region of the Kidneys .
He was not considered immediately dangerous until just before his death when Col.
Schaeffer asked him if he should not fix his bed as he would be more comfortable.
The General smilingly said, "You can not lift me. "
Col. Schaeffer than called the chambermaid, and they raised him-up and arranged his
bed, and for a little time he appeared to be easier, when a change in his countenance and
a movement of the hand ''to come,'' indicated that his end was approaching. He clasped
the hand of Col. S. and held it with great firmness . Col. Schaeffer sent the Chambermaid
immediately for Mr. and Mrs. Mades to come up, as he thought the General was dying .
They came at once (within two or three minutes) but too late to see him breathe his
last. He expired without a struggle or a sign, died in fact from disappointment and a
broken heart. 15
The day of his death was the day he had,himself fixed when he would return to Lititz.
You will thus see he was not confined to his room, or at least to his bed forty eight
hours previous to his death . ...
Tichenor then proceeded to explain to Annie the circumstances surrounding the contn.b ution of the ''Calzfornia flowers'' for the funeral, and told of the am·val at Lititz of
Sutter's son, Emzle, a notary public in San Francisco. Finally he gave additional information about the background of Schaeffer:
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... Col. Schaeffer is not in the Army, but I believe he is or has been an employee in
the Department of Agriculture, and the "furlough" to which he made reference was
probably a "leave of absence."
I think Col. S. was in the Southern Army during the late Civil War. He formerly commanded the Marion Rifles in San Francisco, I think from 1852. to 1854, and was subsequently appointed in the Regular Army and afterwards- went south . He has been a
faithful friend to the General.
There is much more I could say - but the foregoing will I presume enable you to give
your husband a correct history of the last hours of his old friend and of whom it may be
truly said, a more noble man never lived .... " 16

On July 18th Annie wrote that Emzl Sutter hadpaid her a visit and hadpainted a very
dismal picture of his mother's situation. Annie had immediately wntten Mrs. Sutter for,
as she explained to john, she was afrazd "she might die before I did my duty. Also I
thought it but humane to show some sympathy with her in her distressing situation. I
wish you could write her, for I am sure a letter from you would be acceptable, and I think
you ought to write.
Mrs. Sutter says that Emil. Sutter had no income but that sent by him, and he now
finds he had not sent enough for the actual necessaries. That Mrs. Sutter has no income, 17
and that he has nothing but his salary as Notary Public (or some such office, I do not
remember what exactly). That he will lose his office if he does not return soon, and that
he thinks his mother will die if he leaves her, for she says she will die if he does notremain. He says also that Mrs. Sutter has no comforts at Lititz, nor can she have. That there
is no market, there, that she has had meals sent from the Hotel, and they are so poor that
no one could relish them, meat and vegetables being mostly pickled!! That her house is
almost destitute of furniture, and the walls black from lack of whitening. That he wished
to have the walls whitened but she opposes it, lest the money thus spent be needed for
the necessaries of life. That she has no servants, although very feeble, for the servants at
Lititz are so worthless and impudent that she can not have one. That she eats so little he
fears she will not be able to stand it long only taking milk and coffee. He says he does not
blame her for not eating such food as it is brought her. That he succeeded in getting her
one chicken in Lititz, after great effort . That if he has to remain with her he will try to get
her to remove to Lancaster - 8 miles distant where comforts can be obtained. That she
has consented to go to Cal. when the Pioneers remove her husband's remains there, but
not before .
I think we ought to take care of Mrs. Sutter if she does go to Cal. until a good home
can be secured her, and even, if necessary, while she lives, which cannot be long as she is
seventy-six now, and feeble. There is something very distressing to me in the thought of
her dying from neglect, when her husband rescued so many from similar situations, 18 as
also in the thoughts of our luxuries not being shared with her if so doing would save her
life or render her last days peaceful.
God has blessed you with all the luxuries of life, and left her with all the miseries, and
it seems to me we are called to acknowledge His goodness to us by sharing with her. I
would willingly undertake the charge if you approve. Indeed I told Mr. Sutter, when he
told me of her distress and loneliness, that if she came to California I would gladly have
her with us so long as she wished, and I know you would also. He said '' Ah that would be
good, that would be good . Her sorrow is her loneliness, & if some one could cheer her
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Anna Dubelt Sutter, whom john Sutter
deserted in 1834 when he fled
Switzerland to avozd bankruptcy, was
not reunited with her husband unttl
r85o. Bidwell wrote Annie that Mrs.
Sutter ''. . . never was attractivecould speak no language but Germanhad none of the courtly and pleasing
refinement of her husband. ''

that would be good.'' He said she really had no friends in Lititz for whom she had any
sympathy. That there was nothing good in Lititz but the water, and air, and the water
was fine!
Her grand-daughter in Lititz had a family of her own, and was very objectionable to
Mrs. Sutter, especially her rude children, which Col. Schaeffer told me the day of the
funeral. He said her letters to Genl. Sutter were very distressing as regarded that granddaughter & her children, & the trouble they gave her. Mr. Sutter has no family, so he is a
poor one to look after Mrs. Sutter, especially as Col. Schaeffer told me ''He had not been
congenial with his father."
Mr. Sutter was here Friday PM and said he would leave Saturday morning, but Col.
Schaeffer told Papa yesterday that Mr. Sutter was still here, and he believed he had
become deranged so incoherently did he talk, telling him ' 'persons were circulating injurious reports about him on every hand.'' Mr. Sutter told me that two weeks since he
had a sunstroke & fell so heavily on his head that he had been very deaf ever since, and
his head felt strange. That the doctor told him to beware of any exposure; that he
thought he would have died, so ill was he. He called in a carriage to see me, twice, I being out the first time he called.
He is fine looking, but his expression of countenance was very unpleasant to me.
Made me creep, so sinister was it. It may have been the result of his condition. He says
Mrs. Sutter takes her meals in her room, and would wish to wherever she should
be .. .. t9

Annie was unable to pay her respects to Mrs. Sutter untzf the very end ofJuly when
she was accompanied by her mother. One wonders zf Annie might not have been thinking of her husband's previous descnption of the widow as unattractive and not nearly as
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courtly as the General. If this picture crossed Annie's mind, she did not reflect it in her
letter, for she saw Mrs. Sutter as a gn'eving widow and was completely sympathetic to her
plight. Annie's letter also did not reflect the drab and desolate picture that Emzf Sutter
had painted of the widow's condition.
Leaving her own mother at the hotel opposite the Sutter home, Annie walked across
the street toward the stately two-story bn'ck structure that she found in good repair. 20 She
saw no signs of decay in the hall, library or back porch which she visited and she found
the yard where the general had spent many happy hours gardening to be quite charming .
. . . The library is a delightful room. A centre table (round which were six cane bottom chairs) a bookcase containing books resembling public documents, a stove, and an
arm chair, with good three ply carpet, composed the furniture of this room. There was an
upper and lower veranda, looking on a very pleasant yard and little garden, which Mrs.
Sutter said Genl. Sutter kept in order himself. There was a pleasant grape arbor, larger
than ours, the vines of which are laden with grapes. In front of the kitchen extension are
two pumps, one for spring water, and one for rain water; a cistern of the latter being
under the house. Mr. Sutter is still with his mother, and evidently deranged. He received
me cordially not withstanding he requested me not to go to Lititz. He informed me that
he presumed I was in daily telegraphic communication with you! I replied no, that we
contented ourselves with letters. He also told me in Mrs. Sutter's presence and while she

john and Annie Bidwell ca. r89o in the garden of their Chico home. john Bidwell
played an important role in early California politics although in later life his interest
turned to agnculture. Annie maintained interests in a number of phzlanthropic
organizations throughout her long life .
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was bathed in tears (her face I mean) that he wished to take her to various springs as it
would amuse her and do her good.
Mrs. Sutter expressed much gratification at my visit, and I was glad I made it, both
for her sake and mine. Her grief is very distressing, when you realize how isolated she is,
not having one capable true heart to confide in. Mrs. Hull the grand-daughter told us her
grandmother's mind had become impaired, and gave as proof her constant grief and loss
of memory. The same is her son's opinion. I assured them I saw nothing to indicate mental derangement; that she should be allowed to weep, and talk of her husband all she
wished. Mrs . Sutter said she had decided to remain in her house as long as she lives,
where she felt her husband was with her. That ''he had lain three days in the parlor when
they brought him home'' and it seemed as if he was still there. That she read his letters
every day and from these things derived her only comfon. That she hoped soon to die
herself. I told her if she should ever decide to leave her home ours would be open to her
& we would esteem it a privilege to have her with us.
I tried to learn her circumstances but did not satisfactorily succeed, though I learned
enough to satisfy me that no sum of money must be so placed as to come under the control of anyone of her family. She said she did not wish anything but to die.
The landlord of Hotel said he had long and intimately known Emil. Sutter but could
not tell me anything regarding their pecuniary condition; that some thought Mrs. Sutter
very poor; while others thought she had means. Mrs. Hull, the granddaughter told me
Mrs. Sutter had nothing save what her sons gave her. That her husband (Mrs. Hull) also
would help her. That he had written her to get anything they wished and charge it to
him! This is the son-in-law who ran away with Miss Sutter, married her, and who afterward Emil. 'Sutter had to suppon until he sent him & his wife out of their house. Mrs.
Hull, I wrote you, returned during this year- I think- and Mrs. Sutter and Genl. were
so displeased with her for doing so.
She accompanied us to Genl. Sutter's grave, which is in the Moravian Cemetery, of
which I will write you again.
But to return to finances. I did not feel sure Mrs. Hull told me the truth, so I said
"Has Mrs. Sutter no other means. Is this really all?" She then said, "Oh she has a very
little but the house needs repairing, which they delayed for means from Congress. My
eyes ache so will continue again. Your loving wife, Annie.

The death of Mrs. Sutter, january 19, r88r, closed the pages on the Sutter saga. Fortunately for the historian, the passing of Sutter can take on a more human side through
the letters ofjohn and Annie Bidwell, whose contributions to Calzfornia history were
scarcely less significant than Sutter's own.
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NOTES:
r. John Muir to Dr. Benjamin, Washington, D .C., April9 , I90 5. Annie E.K. Bidwell Collection, The California Room, California State Library, Sacramento, Box n6 .
2..
Annie enclosed a copy of the letter to Mrs. Hayes in her October 2.5, I88o, letter to John .
Annie E.K. Bidwell Collection, Box 94·
3· Annie's activities were summarized in her obituary in the Oroville Datiy Mercury, March
II, I9I8, and in the Chico Record, March 10, I9I8.
4- John A. Sutter, dated Lititz, April I3 , I875 , to Annie while visiting her parents in
Washington , D.C. Annie E.K. Bidwell Papers, The Bancroft Library, University of California,
Berkeley, California, part I, box 5· Published in Pioneers of The Sacramento: A Group of Letters By
and About johann Augustus Sutter, james Marshall and john Bidwell (San Francisco: Book Club of
California, I953), pp. I9-2.r.
s- "California Before the Gold Discovery," by General John BidwelL Annie E.K. Bidwell
Collection, Box n o.
6. The Charles Mades' Pennsylvania Hotel in Washington , D.C.
7· Schaeffer had formerly been employed by Sutter in California.
8. Sutter and his wife Annette Diibeld Sutter had tired of living in Washington, D.C., and
had moved to Lititz, Pennsylvania, permanently, building a house there in I87r.
9· Annie Bidwell to John, Monday, June 2.1, I88o . Annie E.K. Bidwell Collection, Box 93 .
10.
John Bidwell to Annie , dated Rancho Chico , June 2.8, I88o . Annie E.K. Bidwell Collection, Box so.
II. Sutter and his wife had moved to Washington, D .C. , in I865 to petition personally for
redress from the I8s 8 Supreme Court Decision, United States v. Sutter, which had recognized only a
small portion of the lands originally claimed by Sutter in California. He presented his petition in I866
and until his death repeatedly appeared before Congress hoping for some reimbursement for the loss of
his lands.
12..
G . Tichenor was a Washington, D .C. , newspaper correspondent.
I3 - Annie Bidwell to John, July II, I88o. Annie E.K. Bidwell Collection, Box 94·
I4- Annie Bidwell to John , July I6, I88o . Annie E.K . Bidwell Collection, Box 94·
IS . Tichenor may have been referring to the fact that , two days before Sutter's death, the
46th Congress had adjourned abruptly without considering the April I88o bill brought up before both
houses for relief and reimbursement. The Sutter bill was one of over I400 bills thus buried in the congressional calendar.
I6. G. Tichenor to Annie, July I3, I88o . Annie E.K. Bidwell Collection, Box 94.
I7. In April I864 the California legislature had passed a bill providing SIs ,ooo for Sutter's
refief- S2.50 payments to be made monthly for five years . These payments were in fact a refund of
taxes Sutter had paid on lands taken from him by the Supreme Court decision . Twice the pension was
extended for a total of four additional years but in I875 the money stopped. The source of any later income is not known . Sutter's biographer James Peter Zollinger, Sutter: The Man and His Empire, (New
York: Oxford University Press , I939), p . 332., states support might have come from Sutter's eldest son ,
a U.S. consul in Acapulco , Mexico .
I8. Annie refers to the numerous times Sutter sent guides and supplies to people in distress,
such as the Donner party which was stranded in the Sierra Nevada during winter months .
I9 - Annie Bidwell to John, July I8, I88o. Annie E.K. Bidwell Collection, Box 94·
2.0 .
General Sutter had once written of this house: "We have one of the most beautiful locations in Lititz and only one among the houses is as beautiful as ours and so well built.'' Zollinger, Sutter, p . 330.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
Primary material related to Western history

HURDYGURDY
RONALD H . LIMBAUGH

Lured to frontier mining camps by the same gilt-edged dreams that aroused a generation of masculine fonune-hunters, some immigrant women plied their charms in dance
halls, or hurdy gurdies as they were known in nineteenth century western parlance . For a
dollar a dance in coin or gold dust, half going to the proprietor, venturesome miners
doffed their hats and skipped or more likely stomped across the floor with ''Countess'' or
"Princess" or some other exotic lady of the house . This quartet of lithesome Angels
Camp charmers, chaperoned by their gun-toting manager, appears to be a mock version
of a hurdy-gurdy chorus girl lineup .
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GUIDES FOR THE PATHFINDERS:
THE INDIAN CONTRIBUTION TO EXPLORATION
OF THE AMERICAN WEST
HARLAN HAGUE

Antonio Armijo returned to New Mexico on April 2.5, 183o, completing a roundtrip
journey to California during which he traded New Mexican products for mules and
horses. The governor of New Mexico proudly reported to the central government that the
long-sought direct tie between the two provinces had been found and the economic
feasibility of the route proved. Furthermore, he added, the journey was made without
compass or map and with ''no other guide than the enterprising ... natives of this
country.''
There are two facets of the same story in this last comment: (1) Armijo had Indian
guides, and (2.) The written record minimized the Indian role in the success of the
enterprise.
The fiction of the European and American explorer entering an uninhabited West
has long been recognized. Yet the misconception continues to be perpetuated even by
the most reputable historians. Explorers and mountain men are sent regularly into the
trackless wastes by their chroniclers who then record in vivid detail their ordeals of survival in Indian country. Histories of exploration are filled with Indians, most of whom appear as hindrances. The other side of that story, the contribution of Indians to exploration, is less known. There is strong evidence, especially in the explorers' field journals,
that this contribution was significant. Most explorers did not hestitate to credit Indians
with valuable assistance, but historians have not been so obliging.
This tendency to exclude Indians from their share of plaudits can be traced largely to
the Myth of the Empty Land. In the popular mind, the western explorer was the latest in
a long line of brave men who launched out into the unknown, self-reliant giants who

Harlan Hague received his Ph.D. from the University of Nevada, Reno, in 1974, and is currently instructor in history at San joaquin Delta College, Stockton. Dr. Hague is the author ofseveral books and
articles on van·ous aspects of western history including Road to California: The Search for a Southern
Overland Route, I54o-1848, and he is currently at work on a biography of Thomas 0. Larkin.
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The role ofIndians in the exploration of
the United States has in large part been
ignored or overlooked. From the earliest
known West Coast contact between Indian and white, that ofSir Francis Drake
with local natives in California in june
1579, the presence of Native Americans
has been crucial to the survival and success of many expeditions.
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shrank from no challenge and overcame all obstacles. He was a direct descendant of
Christopher Columbus and Vasco da Gama. The American wilderness which he rose to
conquer was thought to be as empty as the watery wastes of his forebears. Long after the
journals of explorers proved the contrary, the myth persisted.
The West was anything but empty. There were empty spaces because Indians, like
other rational people, tended to concentrate in areas that were the most desirable. Explorers, since their objectives were economic and imperialistic, inevitably were drawn to
these same areas. They were not entering the wilderness to test their capacity for self-sufficient survival.
Interaction with Indians was essential to the progress of most explorations. Expeditions rarely carried enough provisions to last the duration of a journey. All expected to
supplement rations by hunting, gathering, and sometimes fishing. Few expeditions were
able to "live off the country," however. There were plush times, to be sure, especially on
the buffalo plains, but when expeditions moved on or game vanished, explorers starved
and came to relish the taste of dog and mule. Ultimately, all welcomed, and most
counted on, Indian stores to avoid starving.
The earliest western explorers relied heavily on Indian provisions. While Francisco
Vasquez de Coronado commandeered supplies, his successors -Fr. Eusebio Kino, Fr.
Francisco Garces, Juan Bautista de Anza and others- were fed by willing hosts who also
traded with the Spaniards. Lewis and Clark frequently purchased food from Indians, at
some times relying more on Indians than on hunting, even in country where there was
ample game. Pike in 18os and Long in 1823, exploring the headwaters of the Mississippi
River, feasted regularly at Indian villages. Wilson Price Hunt, commanding an Astor
expedition, purchased buffalo meat from Snake Indians. David Thompson's North West
Company expedition was saved from starvation by Kootanai Indians.
Even wilderness-wise mountain men took advantage of Indian commissaries. Peter
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Skene Ogden, no lover of Indians, nevertheless depended on them for provisions. En
route to California in 1826,Jedediah Smith and his companions almost perished in southwestern deserts before stumbling into the Mojave villages on the Colorado River. Three
years later, Mojaves fed another party of starving Americans, trappers under Ewing
Young from New Mexico. James Ohio Pattie's famished little band, struggling toward
the Pacific through the deserts of Baja California, was given water, fish, vegetables and
roots by sympathetic Indians.
John C. Fremont, in the course of extensive explorations of the West, sampled a great
variety of Indian foods, from dried buffalo and fresh salmon to pine nuts and rabbit.
Even the absence of Indian assistance illustrates the explorers' dependence on it. When
Fremont was unable to find Indians from whom he could buy provisions, he sent part of
his force to Fort Hall in order to reduce the number of men subsisting on the expedition's
scanty stores.
The soldiers of General Stephen Watts Kearny's Army of the West and the early
travelers on overland trails were explorers of another sort. Marching toward California in
the early months of the Mexican War, the Army of the West completely replenished
stores at the Pima and Maricopa villages on the Gila River. These same Indians had provisioned Spanish and Mexican intruders long before this. Later California travelers on the
Gila route came to count on having a mid-journey supply point. Early emigrants on the
Oregon-California Trail also benefitted from Indian provisions. The Bartleson-Bidwell
party owed their lives to foods received from Indians: seeds, roasted fish, pine nuts,
venison, berries and acorns. Their experience was by no means unusual in the history of
the overland migration.
Another important trade item besides food was often sought by explorers. It was a
rare expedition that did not need fresh mounts and pack animals during the course of its
journey, and Indians were a ready source of supply. The importance of Snake horses to
the success of the Lewis and Clark expedition is well known. During his 18os-18o7 expedition in the Southwest, Pike purchased some horses from Indians and rented others.
Fremont often sought Indian horses, even halting his march while messengers scoured the
countryside for Indians who might be persuaded to sell.
Fur traders and trappers, the latter in the wildernness for months and sometimes
years, relied on Indians for animals. En route to Oregon in 1811, Wilson Price Hunt
bought and traded horses from Cheyennes and Crows. William Henry Ashley bought
horses in 1824 from Pawnees at the forks of the Platte River. On an 1832 summer expedition, Nathaniel Wyeth traded for eighteen horses from the Nez Perces, giving wornout
horses and trade goods in payment. Jedediah Smith purchased Indian mounts during
both his California journeys. Many California-bound emigrants finished their journeys
with Indian animals.
The experience of Canadian explorers was similar. Trekking the American West for
the North West Company in 1805, Francois Antoine Larocque bought horses from a
number of tribes. Peter Skene Ogden in the mid-1820s regularly traded for Indian
mounts. Alexander Henry, a North West Company man, bought horses from Plains Indians and, in the Rainy Lake and Lake of the Woods region, found Indian craftsmen selling canoes and presumably purchased some.
In the Southwest, Apaches supplied horses and mules to American forces in the war
against Mexico. Riding eastward with dispatches for Washington, Kit Carson traded for
fresh mules . Both Kearny and Philip St. George Cooke, leading units of the Army of the
West, bought mules . (No matter that the animals usually were stolen from Mexicans.) A
few years later, some Pennsylvania argonauts, traveling the southern route, were glad to
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find the Apaches still friendly and willing to trade fresh for wornout stock.
During the r8sos government survey teams, sent into the West to search for the most
likely routes for transcontinental railroads, frequently resoned to Indian traders for riding
and packing animals.
One fact emerges clearly from this abundant evidence of trading with Indians for
food and horses and mules. Friendly contact with Indians was frequent, and that contact
most often was beneficial to explorers. Indeed, many if not most expeditions were seldom
out of sight of Indians, or at least evidence of their presence. Explorers benefitted from
both direct and indirect contact. From Indians they obtained directions and information
about the country, and even when they found no Indians to ask, travelers profited nevertheless by following Indian trails.
Yet, an expedition leader who followed an Indian path that seemed to be going in
the right direction put his pany in jeopardy. He was counting too much on hope and
chance. Setting a course based on information from passing Indian could prove as hazardous. Accuracy sometimes was lost in translation. Ultimately, explorers relied on Indian
trails and informants only if they could not find Indian guides. Every expedition leader,
wherever he might be, knew that he was moving through known country, and he usually
sought out the inhabitants of the country to lead his party through it.
Dependence on Indian guides is evident from the earliest European penetration into
present-day United States. Cabeza de Vaca almost surely had Indian pilots throughout
his wanderings. When the viceroy of New Spain later sent Fray Marcos de Niza to verify
Cabeza de Vaca's wonderful tales, the padre had guides, not only Estevanico but also In-
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Father Francisco Garces, who opened the Sonora-California trazl, was highly dependent upon Indians both as guides and to replenish expedition provisions. Yet
popular zllustrations distort the importance of the Indian role by suggesting Garces
boldly defied the dangers of the lonely tratl in order to convert and begin the civzlizing process of indigeneous peoples.
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The French explorer, the Chevalier de La Verendrye, famous as the first European to
reach the heart of the Rockies, never pioneered a trazl. Led at all times by Indians,
probably Mandans, Crows, Cheyennes and Assiniboines, he was shown the country
by its inhabitants much as he might have shown visiting chieftains the sights of
Quebec.
dian guides and interpreters. Coronado and his lieutenants, dispatched northward to
conquer "Marcos' 'new Tenochtitlans'" rarely moved without Indian pilots.
Garces and Anza owed much to their Indian guides. One of the greatest explorers of
the American West, Garces' success was based in part on his uncanny ability to find local
Indians to lead him. He followed in the footsteps of his pilots throughout treks in California and Arizona. Garces is himself famous as the guide of Anza expeditions, but when
he lost his way in California's Colorado Desert, it was a runaway "mission Indian" who
led the expedition to a place where local Indians then showed the Spaniards wells and
described the country ahead.
On the other hand, enterprises might fail for lack of Indian guides. Father Jacobo
Sedelmayr in 1744 gave up his ambition to open a mission in the Hopi villages because he
could find no guides to lead him there. In California's Central Valley, Garces' plan to
reach Monterey collapsed when "they refused me a guide." Later, in Oraibi, Garces was
jubilant because he was on the brink of completing a trip from California to New Mexico,
thus opening a direct link between the two regions. But the padre had to turn back
because his Yavapai guides would neither accompany him to Zuni nor wait for him
among the hostile Hopis.
Farther north, the French explorer, the Chevalier de La Verendrye, was led at all times
by Indians, probably Mandans, Crows, Cheyennes and Assiniboines. So convinced was
he of the necessity of Indian pilots that he had his men on one occasion build smoking
fires to attract Indians to them, "being thoroughly resolved to trust ourselves to the first
tribes that might appear." Though Verendrye is famous as the first European to reach
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the heart of the Rockies, at no time did he pioneer a trail. He was shown the country by
its inhabitants much as he might have shown to visiting Indian chieftains the sights of
Quebec.
Lewis and Clark leaned less heavily on their guides, but their debt to Indian pilots was
still large . Following the expedition's eastward crossing of the Rockies, Lewis concluded
that ''without the assistance of our guides I doubt much whether we who had once
passed them [the mountains] could find our 'Wjay . . . . These fellows are most admireable [sic] pilots ." Though the extent of her role as a guide is a point of controversy,
Sacagawea's contribution to Lewis and Clark was significant . She gave directions and advice, she acted as interpreter and messenger, and she gathered wild foods and taught expedition members how to forage.
Canadian explorers usually were successful in securing Indian assistance. Larocque,
David Thompson and Alexander Henry were guided by Indians, though Larocque on one
stretch, without a guide, became lost among rocky ravines and lamented his lack of a
pilot. Ogden freely admitted his reliance on Indian guides. Of a particular pilot who was
proving difficult, Ogden groaned: "Few can form any idea of the anxiety an Indian
guide gives. The fellow knows we are dependent on him .'' In northern California, when
his guide was killed by a bear, Ogden became so desperate for another that his spirits
lifted when some of his horses were stolen . Bring in the culprits, he told his men: "Shd.
the thieves be Snakes we may find a guide ."

The expen·ences of the "Great Pathfinder, " john C. Fremont, clearly zllustrate the
worth of Indian guides. Fremont always employed local pzlots in country his
mountain-men guides did not know, and when he dzd not have knowledgeable
guides he lost his way. In addition, Fremont understood the necessity for trading
tired animals for fresh mounts and pack animajs from local inhabitants, and was
dependent upon Indians to replenish expeditiop food supplies.
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Further distortion in popular belief about the role ofIndians in the exploration and
settlement of the West can be seen in a comparison of these two pictures. Above,
Ballou's Pictorial Drawing Room Companion capitalized upon sensational accounts
and illustrations of Indian depredations. Such attacks were, in fact, rare. Far more
common was the scene pictured below: Indians trading with and helping whites cross
the rivers and plains of America.
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American fur trappers and traders, popularly known for their self-sufficiency, saw
nothing incongruous about employing Indian guides. After floundering about in the
Bighorn Range, unable to discover a way through, Wilson Price Hunt was led by Indians
over a beaten trail through Teton Pass. Hunt soon decided that he could not do without a
guide. Robert Stuan, famed as the discoverer of South Pass, was directed to it by a
Shoshone informant.
Jedediah Smith, a leader in western exploration, relied heavily on Indian guides.
Crows pointed him to South Pass. Runaway ''mission Indians' ' led him across the Mojave
Desert . On his second California expedition, Smith had guides in northern California
and Oregon, including the friendly Tillamooks who led him to Fon Vancouver after his
party was battered by hostile Indians. On the other hand, when he crossed the Sierra
Nevada and the deserts eastward in r827, he took no guides and suffered a nightmare
journey of starvation, broiling sun and thirst. Why he was not able to enlist guides is a
mystery, for he did meet Indians from time to time. He was more fortunate near the end
of his trek. In the vicinity of Salt Lake, he was able to hire a Snake to lead him to the
rendezvous.
James Ohio Pattie's experience in the deserts of northern Baja California might have
duplicated Smith's Great Basin ordeal had not Pattie's band chanced on Indians in the
midst of the desert who agreed to lead the mountain men to the Mexican coastal towns.
So sure was he that the guides were their only hope for survival, Pattie slept at night on
the edge of the guides' blankets so they could not move without awakening him . If they
had desened, he wrote later, "we should all undoubtedly have perished."
Probably no other American explorer covered as much ground as John C. Fremont.
His experiences illustrates clearly the worth of Indian guides. He regularly employed local
pilots in country that his mountain men guides did not know. When he did not have
knowledgeable guides he lost his way. Without local guides, he rejoiced when he found
Indian trails to follow, as he did frequently on his trek from Oregon into the western
Great Basin late in r84 3.
Foolishly deciding on a winter crossing of the Sierra Nevada, Fremont tried to find
guides among local Indians. They tried to dissuade him but, when he persisted, they
reluctantly agreed to help him. Later, marching through snow in the Sierra, when a
guide, wiser than his employer, wished to turn back, Fremont "placed him between two
rifles.'' Deeper in the mountains, determined that his guides not desen, Frem~mt forced
them to sleep in the commander's lodge, with "Carson lying across the door, and having
made them comprehend the use of our fire arms.''
Fremont was lucky that winter, luckier than a parry of seven that he had sent earlier to
Fon Hall. They were given good horses for the four-day journey and were led over a good
road by Francois Lajeunesse, an experienced mountaineer who had trapped the country
for years. They lost their way and wandered about, some reaching the fon a week later.
Wrote Fremont:
.. . others were brought in by Indians who had picked them up on the Snake river, about
sixty miles below the fort, travelling along the emigrant road in full march for the Lower
Columbia. The leader of this adventurous party was Francois.

Even experienced mountaineers needed a little help occasionally.
So did the Army and emigrants . Both Kearny and Cooke had Apache guides during
part of their transit of the Southwest in r846. Cooke did not have an Indian pilot during
an extremely difficult crossing of the continental divide. He narrowly missed the comparatively easy and locally well-known Guadalupe Pass. Before the main trails became
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rutted highways, emigrants on the southern and northern routes often employed Indian
guides.
Pacific Railroad Survey teams routinely searched out local inhabitants to lead them
over the shortest routes and gentlest grades. A typical comment was that of a chronicler of
the 38th- and 39th-parallel survey when he declared that his Paiute pilot was ''one of the
best guides I have ever seen . . . as good a judge of natural wagon roads as any one . . .
and was of course familiar with his own hunting grounds.''
Indians not only guided, directed and fed explorers. They also served the intruders as
interpreters, hunters, spies, mercenaries and laborers. Andrew Henry's expedition included no fewer than forty-five canoes manned by Indians. Indians carried messages and
told mountain men likely spots to set their beaver traps. Friendly bands warned explorers
about hostile Indians. They helped trappers chase horse thieves. Both Anza and Kearny
left animals and bales of goods for safekeeping with Yumas. Indians found things- a
telescope, a flag, a twist of tobacco - lost on the trail or left in camp, and returned them
to their owners. They helped individuals and expeditions cross mountain streams and the
swollen Colorado, on tule boats and in canoes and swimming with goods on their heads.
The list is as long and as varied as the story of western exploration.
Histories of exploration customarily treat Indians as passive or hostile elements that
had to be dealt with by expedition leaders. Generally speaking, the opposite was true. Indians helped more than obstructed exploration. Indeed, if Indians had chosen to oppose
exploration, they could have destroyed most, perhaps all, pre-Civil War expeditions, and
with little difficulty. For the most part, however, Indians did not choose to oppose ex-

In later years Indians not only guided, directed and led explorers and settlers, they
also served the intruders as interpreters, hunters, spies, mercenaries and laborers.
Here Frederick Remington depicts one facet of the service given by Indians to the
U.S. Cavalry.
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ploration. They decided instead to assist explorers. This suppon often was critical in the
success of expeditions. Yet, in the histories of exploration, Indians rarely receive more
than casual mention.
The writers and readers of exploration history must share the blame for excluding the
Indian contribution. We cling to the Myth of the Empty Land for fear that doing otherwise will diminish somewhat of the romance of the westward movement. We cherish the
suspense and excitement of watching a hero enter the virgin, uninhabited, unknown
West. We want him to experience the romance of danger, the struggle to survive and the
wresting of wilderness from the elements and wild beasts- and the savage Indians. And
there is the rub. We cannot have both. Either we must permit the West to be inhabited
before the arrival of whites, or we should not. It is not sufficient to add, after the fact,
that of course the Indians were there, "I was just referring to the absence of any previous
entry by Europeans or Americans.'' Indians played too large a role in the exploration, indeed in the "opening" of the West, for this postscript to suffice. If the myth is to be
abandoned, it must be done clearly and convincingly, not with a the-jury-will-disregardthe-previous testimony comment following a restatement of a variation of the myth.
The dilemma is delightfully illustrated in the published journal of Alexander
Mackenzie. Though the book's title, First Man West, suggests that the explorer entered
an uninhabited West, the journal itself reveals that Mackenzie spent a great portion of his
time dealing with friendly Indians in whose hands the fate of the expedition rested . A
dialogue between the explorer and an Indian is panicularly revealing. Mackenzie has
asked directions and is answered with a question. Why do you ask about my country, the
Indian says, "do not you white man know every thing in the world?" Mackenzie was
taken aback, but recovered and replied:
... that we certainly were acquainted with the principal circumstances of every part of the
world; that I knew where the sea is, and where I myself then was, but that I did not exactly
understand what obstacles might interrupt me in getting to it; with which he and his
relatives must be well acquainted. . . . Thus I fortunately preserved the impression in
their minds, of the superiority of white people over themselves .

Have historians also had as much difficulty in acknowledging that explorers needed
help from native inhabitants?
Recognizing the contribution of Indians to western exploration will not render explorers less courageous than we have always thought. It is clear, though, that those explorers who had the resourcefulness - and good sense - to seek out local Indians had a
greater chance for success than those who did not.
Perhaps they were pathfinders, after all, as one hunts for and locates something. They
found paths that already existed, and, more often than not, they were led along those
paths by Indians who knew them.

SOURCES:
The author's manuscript of this article contains fifty-three footnotes citing almost as many
published accounts of the major explorers and
travelers mentioned in the text . Most are readily
identified in standard bibliographies relating to
Western exploration and travel. Of particular
note is the recent study , John D. Unruh, The

Plains Across: The Overland Emigrants and the
Trans-Mississippi West, r84o-r86o (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1979), which shows that
interaction between Indians and emigrants was
frequent, usually friendly and mutually
beneficial.
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THE FOOFARAH COLUMN
by the editors

There was a change in our masthead, did you notice? Somewhat in the tradition holding that, if you cannot give 'em salary, give 'em glory, we note with pleasure that Diane
Spencer-Hancock is now Assistant Editor of this journal. In her few months with us she
has been a delight to work with and has shown great enthusiasm, adaptability, and eagerness to learn and to accept responsibility for the many aspects of PACIFIC HISTORIAN
production work thrown in her lap. More than this, she has brought much knowledge of
Pacific Slope history and historians (and other specialists) to the work - a very valuable
complement to the editor's background. Speaking for myself and also for our readers
(who would second me if they knew what I do), Diane: We are awfully glad to have you
aboard .
Our intense curiosity about reactions to recent changes in mE PACIFIC
HISTORIAN led us to send a questionnaire to a randomly chosen number of you . While
we expect more responses to trickle in, the first replies have arrived. Thank you very
much. We have read and tabulated them with care. To any who received the questionnaire and have not responded : please do so even if it is late, for we value your opinions
highly.
Several points stand out, and are generally encouraging. You are not "afraid" of
footnotes. We intend to continue our policy of including them (or endnotes) where appropriate and useful - otherwise we shall be content with a note on sources or, as in the
case of a reminiscence, perhaps nothing at all. You liked articles we particularly liked,
and shied away a bit from essays bearing on philosophy or somewhat abstruse topics. You
were not entirely enthusiastic about our devoting entire issues to special subjects. Some
readers think we don't have the best possible balance in our articles by geographical and
perhaps other criteria. We will try to do better in this. We wish we could explore the matter of bit more with you but we hope you will remember we are limited almost entirely by
what others choose to write for us.
Half of you belong to your local historical societies, and almost one-third belong to
the California Historical Society. Rather few ( 8%) reflect a personal commitment to the
Conference of California Historical Societies. The last item was a disappointment, but of
course in supporting your local society you are also usually supporting the Conference.
We were swamped by the high percentage of you interested in giving mE PACIFIC
HISTORIAN gift subscriptions. Rather than try to respond individually here, we shall use
enclosures and ads to remind all readers of this fine and mutually gratifying idea - a gift
that keeps on giving, all year.
Finally, a bad news-good news thing: our subscription cost rises to S15 per annum on
the first of January 1983 . But we will continue renewals and gift subscriptions at $12.. indefinitely, and as long as possible . We urge you to stop and think realistically of the value
involved: a publication worth keeping, totaling about four hundred pages per year.
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LOOKS AT WESTERN BOOKS
Authon·tative reviews of recent publications

BASIN AND RANGE. By john McPhee.
(New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, Inc.,
1981. 215 pp., $!0.95) .

Those of us who have confidently gazed
upon and worshipped the sculptured
granites of the Sierra Nevada will stand corrected. John McPhee in Basin and Range informs us that our former hard-rock assumptions concerning landscapes need redefining. Such notorious forms as Half Dome
and El Capitan are composed of granodiorite, not granite, for instance. But
McPhee's work accomplishes a good deal
more than just refining our geological expertise. It offers an imaginative insight into
our land and the work of earth scientists
who plumb its meanings . McPhee's treatment of these subjects is special because his
landscapes and scientists are used to convey
and sensitize us to distant landscapes and
times. His imagination is fertilized in the
tangibles of the earth, bridging time and
space, and yielding a unique perspective on
the history of our continent.
We learn how geologists interpret the
events they find written in the rocks of roadcuts, which are ''to a geologist as a
stethoscope is to a doctor.'' We sympathize
with these investigators who work to
discover a plot where 99% of the clues have
been "broken to bits to become something
else in the picture." With their special
talents, they use the roadcuts to weave these
.scant remains into a cohesive and fascinating story. McPhee involves us in dialogue
with the scientists, and is a master in identi. fying our questions and our relative command of the subject. Our childhood
fascinations concerning the origins of gold
are partially satisfied when we are guaranteed there is an explanation for where it oc-

curs. Similarly, McPhee shares an intriguing
explanation of how those gorgeous red
sandstones of the Grand Canyon
originated. At times we find McPhee's accounts going against our most secure environmental beliefs. For instance, as unsettling as it may be, we quickly accept that
running water, not wind, is the predominant sculpturing agency in arid landscapes.
In school everyone was faced with the
tedium of the geological time scale, full of
unimaginable numbers. McPhee soothes
our anxieties about deep time when he reacquaints us with the geological time scale.
We are assured that scientists have long
since verified and refined these distant slices
of time and are making good use of them to
explain ancient patterns of life and land.
We are reminded that our American landscapes, at every scale, are inextricably interwoven with a worldwide system of diverging
and converging crustal plates. An understanding of the processes of plate tectonics
or continental drift makes it easier for the
geologist to account for Western landscapes
and to find new mineral resources.
After reading Basin and Range, we are
convinced that a roadcut can indeed provide
an interesting insight into earthly events
and also human events: an underground
perspective of history, if you will. In the
midst of investigating an angular unconformity on the Humboldt River in Nevada, we
are transported to a similar unconformity in
Scotland. This unconformity, interpreted
by James Hutton, the father of modern
geology, helped " ... to bring the history
of the earth, as people understood it, out of
theological metaphors and into the perspective of actual time." By learning to
recognize and understand the meaning
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stored in rock formations, pioneer geologists revolutionized scientific thinking,
beginning to remove the inhibiting bonds
of Biblical time as exemplified by Archbishop Ussher' s pronouncement of 4004 BC
as the date of creation.
By the end of our journey in and around
the Great Basin, we are true believers. The
general history of our continent does indeed
lie as close as the nearest roadcut. In becoming believers, we were entertained and left
in awe of McPhee's ability to bridge time
and space, to connect the inorganic to the
organic. We were itinerant companions, except when it was time to evoke the subjective meaning of landscapes . For this, the
reader and the geologist defers to McPhee's
splendid talents with simile and metaphor.
Basin and Range will reward everyone who
is interested in the origins of landscapes and
provide a sobering revelation for those who
see only monotony in the ridges and valleys
of the American Southwest.
William L. Preston

Wzlliam L. Preston, who holds the Ph.D. in
geography, is assistant professor of social
science in Calzfornia Polytechnic State
University, San Luis Obispo. Dr. Preston is
the author a/Vanishing Landscapes: Land
and Life in the Tulare Lake Basin, reviewed
in the Spring 1982 issue ofWE PACIFIC
HISTORIAN.

AMERICAN LABOR IN THE SOUTHWEST: THE FIRST ONE HUNDRED
YEARS. Edited by james C. Foster. (Tucson: University of Anzona Press, 1982. 236
pp., index. SI8.5o; s9 .85 paperbound.)
This book is a collection of thirteen
papers delivered before a meeting of the
Southwest Labor Studies Association in
Phoenix in 1977, with an additional essay by
Professor James C. Foster explaining how he
has applied quantitative "cliometric"
techniques to the history of the Western
Federation of Miners (WFM).
As with all symposia, there is only a
tenuous unity to this book. All papers deal
with labor history but not necessarily with
the southwest as most of us understand it .
Edward D. Beechert takes us to Hawaii and

66

T H E

PA C I F I C

H I S T 0 R I A N

the distinctly Hawaiian problem of multiple
racial divisions that have only a comparative
applicability to the continental southwest.
Monsignor Charles 0. Rice reflects on his
role in the purge of C.I.O. Communists on
a national level in 1948 . James W. Byrkit
reviews the famous Bisbee Deportation of
1917 (with some fresh insights), while Earl
Bruce White explores one of the most
obscure episodes of labor struggle during
World War I, the activities of the Industrial
Workers of the World (IWW) in Kansas
and Oklahoma oil fields . In form the essays
range from Foster's explanation of his
highly technical computer methodology in
studying the comparative success and failure
of WFM locals to the personal memoir by
Monsignor Rice, while the longtime labor
militant H.L. Mitchell presents a broad
survey entitled ''Little Known Farm Labor
History."
In hinting at .iny perplexity over how to
review a mixed bag of essays in a few hundred words, I intend to fault neither the
genre of the symposium nor this volume.
Symposia have their place and the diversity
of Amencan Labor in the Southwest nicely
conveys the peculiar and appealing quality
of some of the most interesting of American
historical confabulations, the meetings of
regional labor history associations of which
two of the most successful are in the West,
including the Southwestern group featured
here. More than other professional historians, possibly, labor historians see their
work as "living." Their meetings include
large numbers of union activists and oldtimers in the cause of organization who
bring with them a perspective on historical
research (and a willingness to voice it in an
unacademic manner) from which other professionals could also benefit. Moreover,
while the quality of individual contributions to this book varies, there are things to
be learned in each of them . The most useful
review, in the circumstances, may be one
that lists the contents.
Professor Foster compares the WFM in
Alaska and Arizona in the early twentieth
century and explains how he used the computerized ''WFM Code book'' to gain new
perspectives on that union. D.H. Dinwoodie studies the rise of unionism among

southwestern copper miners . E.B. White's
and James Byrkit's work on the IWW has
already been noted. In addition to H.L.
Mitchell's and E.D. Beechert's studies of
farm labor, Art Carstens provides an overview of recent developments in agricultural
worker unionism. John M. Hart and Rodney
Anderson examine union activity among
Mexican workers south of the border during
the era of the Flores Mag6n brothers, while
David Maciel discusses Mexican migrant
workers in the United States. Paul Mandel
traces the history of labor politics in
twentieth-century Arizona with particular
attention to the career of Carl Hayden, and
George N . Green deals with anti-labor
politics in Texas during and after World
War II. James C. Foster's section introductions are helpful in placing the monographs
in larger perspective.
Joseph R. Conlin

joseph R. Conlin, professor of history in
Calzfornia State University, Chico, has written several books and articles in western
history. He won the Western History
Association's Ray Allen Btllington Award
for outstanding article in western history in
198r.

BORAX PIONEER: FRANCIS MARION
SMITH. By George H. Hzldebrand. (San
Diego: Howell-North Books, 1982. xvzi· +
p8pp., zllus., index. SI5 .oo).
In this biography of "Borax" Smith,
George H . Hildebrand presents a reasoned
and convincing account of the businessman
as a contributor to regional development,
rather than mere exploiter of Western resources. Although Smith realized a fortune
from risking his own capital in Death Valley
borax mines and in constructing an interurban rail system for the San Francisco Bay
Area, he also contributed mightily to the
economic maturity of the Pacific West .
Leaning heavily on the theory of entrepreneurship espoused by the economist
Joseph Schumpeter, Hildebrand asserts that
the entrepreneur is one who facilitates
growth through the market place . He is
also, correspondingly, the one whose contribution is least appreciated and most

suspect. In this intelligent and evenhanded
work, Hildebrand assigns himself the task
of getting Smith his overdue recognition .
Smith arrived in Nevada from Wisconsin in 1867. After several years working as a
laborer, his prospects changed when in 1872
he discovered extensive borax deposits near
the town of Columbus. In the years to come
Smith's understanding of the uses of borax,
combined with his skill as a marketer,
resulted in an accumulation of wealth, the
cornerstone of his financial empire.
Smith worked hard and lived well, but
he was not ostentatious. He and his wife
loved children, and adopted six since they
were unable to have any of their own. This
tightly-knit family of eight resided comfortably at two mansions, Arbor Villa in Oakland, and Presdeleau, on Shelter Island,
New York. Neither dwelling stands today,
but for Smith they were the poles of his
world, the places where he was happiest
with his wife and children. In an age before
jets, and in the splendor of his private railway car, Smith regularly squired his family
across the continent to enjoy the pleasures
of each home .
Hildebrand is strong in his feeling that
this work is biography and not corporate
history. Yet without detracting from the
book's merits, an argument could be made
that it is really both. Smith's activities in
forming the Pacific Coast Borax Company,
as well as his battles with Sacramento politicians and the management of the rival
Southern Pacific during the construction of
his interurban railway in the Bay Area, are
all carefully documented . Hildebrand may
be more interested in the personal side of
Smith's life, but he provides very fine insights into the finances of his corporate
empire .
It would be difficult to read this book
without liking Smith . Hildebrand is a
generous biographer and it is hard to escape
his enthusiasm for Smith. Perhaps it is difficult for some who were schooled in traditional American history to generate much
sympathy for a nineteenth-century tycoon,
but if so that would be unfortunate .
Hildebrand is not writing revisionist history
or attempting to resurrect a fallen ego. He
does not shrink from criticism nor avoid
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personal controversies in Smith's life. Smith
had his faults, but he was not a robber
baron and Hildebrand wants to set the
record straight.
Albin]. Cofone

Albin ]. Cofone, chairman of the Social
Science Department in Suffolk Community
College, Seldon, New York, is currently at
work on a book dealing with the Italian
settlement of Nevada.
ARIZONA THEN AND NOW. By Allen
A. Dutton and Diane Taylor Bunting.
(Phoenix, Arizona: Ag2 Press, r98r. r62
pp., illus. Hardcover, S59.oo).
How often have we stood on a busy street
corner and pondered what it was like on this
spot wo years ago? Imagine! No traffic
lights or whizzing (wheezing?) automobiles. No neon advertisements or
skyscrapers; passers-by without polyester
clothing or running shoes. The authors of
Arizona Then And Now employed their
curiosity about such matters to produce a
memorable document of changing times.
The "then" was accomplished by scouring
Arizona archives for pioneer-era photogr~phs of settlements and views throughout
Anzona. The "now" was done by rephotographing these same places as they appear
today. In the book these images are paired
for reviewer comparison of "before and
after" information.
·
Evidence of great dramatic change was to
be expected. For example, a small stone
house at Ajo (u9oo) has been replaced today by an enormous mining pit, big as a
~ootball stadiu~ if not bigger. More surpris10~, how~ver, 1s the large number of imagepalCS wh1ch reveal little or no appreciable
change over the years. One startling example is a view of the Douglas railroad station.
In the early version, taken in 1907, we see a
wonderful smoke-puffing train standing
i~patiently by the platform as passengers
d1~embark. Today, the (empty?) station and
ra~lroad track appear almost unchanged . Except for some large cracks in the cement
platform, we can easily imagine that the
3:45 special will arrive momentarily.
The assembled photographs in Arizona
Then And Now also reveal the marvelous
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documentary nature inherent in photography itself- rich detail, explicit intersubject relationships, and an incredible
verisimilitude of evidence. Yet, at the same
time, these photographs often lack expressive qualities. The voices of yesterday's
individuals, young and old, male and
female, worker and dilettante, foreign- and
native-born, have all been stilled. A near
exception to this impersonal effect may be
seen in a picture of fourteen firemen taken
in Prescott in 1891. They stand in nearimmaculate uniform, posing stiffly (and
proudly!) by their hose cart. Under their
feet is a dirt track, a major thoroughfare of
the day. The modern version shows three
firemen in front of Prescott's finest fire
truck. Unlike their earlier counterparts,
these men stand casually-hands in
pockets- mute testiment to changing social
attitudes.
It appears that the authors selected their
early Arizona photographs only from
Arizona institutions. If so, they missed a
wonderful collection of 188o photographs of
Arizona taken by California photographer
Carleton E. Watkins. These may be seen at
the Bancroft Library, Berkeley, and the
Huntington Library in San Marino. It is also
interesting that the dust jacket noted that
the two author I photographers ••adopted
the attitude of old time camera men."
Then, as now, women played an active role
as photographers of the West.
Arizona Then And Now is nicely printed
and designed. The overall effect of the
book, however, tends to be wearisome due
to the monotonous effect of more than 200
middle-distance views, one after the other.
As a resource for study of environmental
change, however the book is excellent. Interestingly, the modern photographs though technically superb - appear banal
by comp~rison with the vistas of yesterday.
Perhaps 10 our own ••rear view mirror'' the
past still pleases us best.
Peter E. Palmquist
~ulti- talented Peter Palmquist, professwn_al photographer and a collector of
regtonal photographica, is the author of
numerous books and articles relating to
historic photographs and photographers.

WES1WARD IN EDEN. THE PUBLIC
LANDS AND THE CONSERVATION
MOVEMENT. By William K. Wyant.
(Berkeley: University of Calzfornia Press,
1982. xiv + 536 pp., illus., notes,
bibliography, index. $24. so).
This book, in the words of the author, is
"concerned chiefly with the federally
owned public lands - their history and
their prospects as seen from the vantage
point of the late 197os.'' Central to this concern is the question of who makes decisions
on the use of both federal and privatelyowned lands and in whose interest. The
author, of the Washington bureau of the
St. Louis Post Dispatch, followed many of
these developments for his newspaper. He
acknowledges a tendency to defend the
federal against local or private interests
"because in the case of the public lands the
federal authority tends to reflect more closely the perceived national or public interests. " (p. 5)
The book touches on an almost bewildering number of topics. The first six chapters
deal, somewhat discursively, with aspects of
the acquisition, management and disposition of the public domain. There is a shon,
impressionistic account of the history of the
public domain, a chapter on land-grabbing
and land-grabbers, another on Congressional actions where ''the true villains have
been ignorance, stupidity, a cenain buttheadedness [bull-headedness?], an attitude
of mind." (p. 72) Alben B. Fall gets a
chapter, followed by one devoted to federal
agencies charged with managing public
lands - mostly Interior and Agriculture while another chapter offers a shon account
of Congressional commissions that have
reponed on programs for management and
use of public lands. The remainder of the
books deals more or less topically with
resources over which private interests and
conservation and environmental organizations have been struggling during the last
two decades. Separate chapters are devoted
to mining in the West, to the oil industry
including the tidelands and continental
shelf, to coal, natural gas and oil shale, to
the national forests, to the grasslands, to the
government as developer (illustrated mostly
by the Colorado River Basin) and to the

contest over the resources of Alaska. There
is also a short account of the rise of the conservation and environmental movements
and the adoption of the National Environmental Protection Act. As can be seen
from this simple listing, the book deals with
many themes in the contest between those
who want to use the resources now, those
who want to conserve them, those who want
to protect the natural environment, and
those who want private users to pay full
value for what they take from the public
domain.
The narrative does not always flow
smoothly and it is frequently overburdened
with detail, but it is clear that the author
stands firmly against private interests that
seek quick and profitable exploitation of
the public domain. He concludes that "an
impressive machinery for the defense of the
environment and public lands unquestionably has been built, in the government
and outside," and he hopes that it will
work. Time and James Watt will show
whether he is right.
Vern on Carstensen
Vernon Carstensen, emeritus professor of
history in the University of Washington, is a
distinguished scholar of western American
history and the author ofsuch books as The
Public Lands: Studies in the History of the
Public Domain.
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Artist and draftsman]. Goldsborough Bruff emigrated to Calzfornia via the Lassen
Trail in r849. His unusually thorough journal of that journey was published in 1944
under the title Gold Rush. Many of the sketches document situations and expen·ences all emigrants endured. Here members of Bruff's party ferry their livestock
and wagons across the Platte River.

THE WORLD RUSHED IN: THE CALIFORNIA GOLD RUSH EXPERIENCE. By
].S. Holliday. (New York: Simon and
Schuster, r98r. 559 pp., appendix, notes,
biblio., zllus., index. sq.5o).
The World Rushed In can be described
as a "fortified" first-hand account of the
gold rush. The book consists primarily of
the letters and diary of William Swain who
sought fortune in the gold fields of California in 1849. Swain's writings are themselves
exceptionally graphic, insightful and readable. Holliday's own scholarly comments
are also unusually sensitive and helpful. To
this Holliday adds excerpts from other goldrush era materials - including sketches which complement Swain's accounts. Most
novel and valuable of all, Holliday
augments Swain's perceptions of his
Western adventure with the parallel
perspectives from his family left behind in
New York. Thcs it is possible to view the
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story of the forty-niner from the perspective
of both participants and spectators . The
result of this painstaking synthesis is a
serious piece of scholarship sure to please
the lay reader.
The first half of the book deals with
Swain's overland journey to California.
Swain methodically noted each day's events
in his diary and conscientiously wrote to his
wife, brother, mother and baby daughter at
every opportunity. His wife Sabrina and
brother George, in turn, wrote 1-.:m monthly. The contrasts between William's and his
family's experiences are painfully acute. For
all his trials and tribulations, William had
the "time of his life." His self-esteem grew
daily as he realized his ability not only to
cope but also to help others survive hardships. Almost guilty about his enjoyment of
the trip, William stressed the hardships of
the trail and how happy the family should
be, safe and secure (bored?) in front of a
warm fire. George, by contrast, at first ap-

pears almost jealous to be mtssmg the
''fun.'' He alternatively urges William
home and suggests heading West himself.
Sabrina's, William's wife, plight is almost
touching . She is lonely, misplaced, abandoned, almost betrayed. In her letters, the
reader sees her feelings about her husband
waver between solicitude for his well-being,
longing for his return, and anger and
recrimination at being left alone.
The second half of the book deals with
Swain's mining misadventures along the
Feather River in the Oroville area. In this
section the reader experiences the loneliness, uncomfortable life and stubborn optimisim of the forty-niner. Even more
poignantly, the reader feels the near
desperation of the New York family. In fact
Sabrina, after six months without a letter,
believes William dead and ceases to write.
William, meantime, receives letters which
make him homesick, and renews his determination to return home quickly, with his
pocket full of rock. Mining definitely isn't
fun, and Swain gradually comes to realize
that fortunes are not to be made quickly
either. The book ends with Holliday's
somewhat romantic and not altogether convincing reconstruction of the homecoming,
based primarily on oral testimony.
The book does more than portray the
gold-rush experience from both sides of the
Great Plains; it allows the modern-day
reader momentarily to see life through the
eyes of a nineteenth-century American. For
example, both William and his family constantly thought of death. Today we are
shocked if a healthy ten-month old baby
dies. In r8so, however, as demographic
historians are so good at proving, infant
mortality was astounding. Cold statistics do
not show how frequent deaths affected
parents, but William's and Sabrina's letters
do .
The World Rushed In is such a massive
undertaking, so skillfully executed that I am
reluctant to criticize. However, there are a
few points where I wish the book were different. Detailed footnotes made the work
unwieldy, Holliday states, and so reference
citations are omitted. At places the lengthy
quotation of the more flowery prose of
others obscures the touching simplicity of

Swain's prose . Sabrina's and George's letters, which to me are the most unique and
valuable contribution of the book, appear
almost as a post-script amidst the flood of
words from others. Perhaps my biggest
peeve - actually less applicable to this work
than to most others of similar genre - is
that the Swains, who composed so much of
this book, receive no credit of authorship.
To conclude, this book should be read
not only by those interested in gold-rush
history, but also by all interested in
nineteenth-century life. In contrast to many
secondary analyses of social history then,
this "up close and personal" approach
allows any reader to understand and benefit
from our rich national heritage.
Ann Hagerman Johnson
Ann Hagerman johnson presently divides
her time between teaching U.S. History in
Calzfornia State University, Sacramento and
serving as a research histonan for a Fair Oaks
consulting firm. Dr. johnson 's research interests lie in women 's studies and the famzly
in the Amen·cas and she is a founding
member of the Institute for Historical
Study .

WOMEN'S DIARIES OF THE WESTWARD JOURNEY, by Lzllzan Schlissel.
(New York : Schocken Books, 1982. viii +
262 pp. Tables,
zllus., biblio., index.
$16·95 ).

In Women's Diaries of the Westward
journey, Lillian Schlissel takes issue with
historians who have found an "essential
similarity'' in the written accounts of
women and men emigrants who traveled
the overland trail. Based on a sample of
diaries, reminiscences and letters written by
103 women who made the overland trip to
Oregon or California, r8o4-r8 7o, Schlissel
concludes that for women the overland
passage was an "anti-mythic" journey. Her
women are a reluctant lot of emigrants
taken from their settled worlds of home,
kin, and same-sex associations by fathers
and husbands who perceived the westward
move as a man's chance to "break away"
from his present environment in order to
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better himself in a new and, as yet, untried
frontier.
Whereas other historians of this migration contend that men and women shared
in a "common orientation" to the trip and
its purposes, Schlissel insisted that, "If
there ever was a time when men and women
turned their psychic energies toward opposite visions, the overland journey was that
time." All of her 103 women made the trip
reluctantly and without any of the enthusiasm characteristic of the male approach
to the journey. "These women," she maintains, "neither directed events nor affected
the course of the journey.'' If men found
romance and adventure in the trip, her 103
women found heartbreak and hardship.
The heartbreak of leaving behind family
and friends, and the hardship of recreating
with each new day some semblance of
settled life amidst the chaos of the evermoving wagon train. Cooking, washing,
cleaning, keeping track of too-numerous
children who wandered off from the wagons
only to get hurt or lost, sustaining social
relations in an ever-changing wagon
population, recording births, deaths,
burials, accidents, weather changes, miles
traveled, natural wonders, river crossings,
cattle dead, etc. - this was women's work
on the trail. Atop all of this, one in five
overland women, according to the author,
was "seized" by some stage of pregnancy.
Clearly Schlissel believes that for women the
overland passage was hell.
After reading what Schlissel has chosen
to include from this group of women's
writings, one cannot be unimpressed with
the strength of mind and body and
forbearance of spirit which these women
demonstrated . Schlissel's insistence upon a
uniquely female perception is doubtless important as a contribution to the growing
literature on nineteenth-century female
culture. However, Schlissel' s insistence
upon the overland women's powerlessness
threatens to victimize these 103 women and
their kind. "They went West," Schlissel insists, "because there was no way for them
not to go once the decision was made.'' For
Schlissel's women, then, the experience of
the overland passage was not only negative
but negating. Schlissel's research does not
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tell us (nor can it) ''how many wives refused
to leave their settled homes to create one on
the move in the West." That women did
refuse and that men did not make the trip
because they refused, is reason to wonder if
Schlissel's women were as mis-served by the
experience as she contends. Admitting that
the male and female perceptions of the
overland passage indeed were different,
there is still room to allow that women and
men shared in some common orientation
toward the trip - the good of the family as
a unit, perhaps. To allow this little room for
a shared vision would elevate these 103
women above the status of unwilling victim
and enhance Schlissel's commendable
study.
Mary Agnes Dougherty

Mary Agnes Dougherty received her Ph.D.
in U.S. History from the University of
Calzfornia, Davis, and has published articles
in the fields of American religion and
women's history.
KNIGHTS OF THE GREEN CLOTH: THE
SAGA OF THE FRONTIER GAMBLERS.
By Robert K. DeArment. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, r982. 440 pp., zllus., maps. SI7·5o).
Robert K. DeArment has, with a light
touch, written a volume about the
"Knights of the Green Cloth" as he aptly
describes the frontier gamblers in the period
between the Mexican War and the Progressive movement. This is a book long
overdue. Many of these "knights" were
serious historical figures, important in their
communities' development. DeArment's
book runs the gamut from well-known personages such as Wyatt Earp and ''Wild
Bill" Hickok to lesser-known figures such as
"Lucky Bill" Thornton and Ferd Patterson.
Since the gamblers strayed through different time spans and spatial movements it
was in some ways a difficult book to chronicle. The author has chosen a novel and
apropos manner of organization. He chose
to arrange the gamblers and their stories into four grand divisions called Aces, Kings,
Queens and Knaves. The Aces are defined
by DeArment as "men of great card skill."

Representative men of this group were Ben
Thompson and "Doc" Halliday. The Kings
are those men ''who achieved economic or
political power through the gambling profession." Persons who belonged to this
category were Tex Rickard and Harry
Woolrich.
The Queens were women gamblers.
There were more than might be supposed.
Their main attraction was as a novelty,
drawing customers into the gambling dens.
DeArment argues that women gamblers
were accepted in the southwest Mexican
culture, and so became at least tolerated
later elsewhere in the West. Typical of the
women gamblers were Poker Alice and
Eleanor Dumont, also known as ''Madame
Mustache" from the dark growth of hair on
her upper lip.
The Knaves were crooked gamblers and
outlaws. Western characters who fell into
this category were Henry Plummer and
"Farmer" Peel.
DeArment adopts a roughly chronological approach within his four grand divisions. He begins each division with the preCalifornia gold rush or the rush itself and
follows representative figures to about the
year 1910. That year is significant because by
then the western states and territories had
largely adopted anti-gambling ordinances
and were seriously enforcing these laws.
The author emphasizes an important
point: the gambler, particularly the male
gambler, ranked high on the social
pyramid. Between 1850 and 1910 in the
West gamblers sometimes won local governmental posts, including that of town marshal. Frontier society generally did not think
of gambling as a vice, but more like a venial
sin. Of course in the more staid East this
feeling was not the rule, and eastern views
eventually were imposed on the West.
The strength of this book is its weakness.
It is anecdotal . There is no hard or farranging analysis of gamblers and gambling,
and no general hypothesis arises from these
pages. The book is only lightly footnoted.
To compensate partially for this shortcoming, the bibliography is excellent and
extensive.
Some minor errors of fact, such as calling
Nevada a territory in 1910, occur occasional-

ly, but these lapses do not seriously flaw the
worth of the book. All in all, this is an exciting, entertaining, but yet factual account
of a long neglected aspect of the American
West.
Ralph J. Roske
Ralph]. Roske is a professor ofhistory in the
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and
author of books and articles on a wide variety of subjects.

MOUNTAIN CLIMBER: GEORGE B.
BEYLEY, r84o-r894· By Evelyn Hyman
Chase. (Palo Alto: Pacific Books, r98r. r73
pp., zllus., biblio., index. su.95)
An energetic little man with a zest for
adventure, George Bayley came to the San
Francisco Bay area in the 186os from his
native Boston. Through hard work and successful investing he rose to prosperity as
banker and pioneer chicken breeder. With a
willing wife and a growing bankroll, he
climbed mountains as well as business and
social ladders. He fell in love with Yosemite
Valley on his first visit in 1866, and for the
next twenty-five years hiked and scrambled
over most of the Sierra. The highlights of
his adventures both in the high country and
in business circles are told in this biography
by the wife of Bayley's grandson. Uncritical
but literate and entertaining, this volume
demonstrates how good personal history can
be fashioned from very limited sources of
information.
An admirer and sometime companion
of John Muir, Bayley accompanied the
famed naturalist on at least one long trip
through the southern Sierra in 1875. Like
Muir an indefatigable hiker who rarely ventured beyond a class two climb, Bayley
made up for technical limitations with plenty of bravado and enthusiasm. Sometimes
he was reckless, taking unnecessary risks and
- even worse - occasionally endangering
the lives of his companions. Pluck and luck
were good company on Mono Lake when he
and Muir nearly swamped in a rowboat during a storm, and on Mount Rainier when he
miraculously escaped with only a few
broken ribs after losing his footing and
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sliding some 2.,ooo feet down the slippery
face of the mountain. But his luck ran out
in 1892. when he was killed on his last climb
- in an open elevator that left him crushed
against an upper floor of his San Francisco
warehouse.
Except for perhaps a handful of professionals, American mountaineers in the
nineteenth century were more hikers than
true climbers, searching out the easiest
routes and dispensing with all but a few
crude implements. Why bother with
technique when nearly every peak was still
unconquered, when virgin territory lay
beckoning in every direction? Eager to leave
his mark on untrod soil, Bayley was first to
reach the top of Mount Starr King in
Yosemite, and his wife was the first woman
to conquer Sentinel Rock.
Bayley equaled Muir's physical prowess
but was no match for the naturalist's literary
skills. A man of few words, he published
two brief accounts of his travels in contemporary journals, but his prose lacks the
descriptive richness, the lofty metaphors
and the religious symbolism that are scattered abundantly throughout Muir's nature
writings. Laconic but revealing, Bayley's
narratives - as reprinted in this slim but
useful biography - provide a bucolic account of mountaineering in a golden age
before there were trail guidebooks, sonic
booms and jet streams, electric socks and
designer gear, or forty Boy Scouts just over
the ridge.
Ronald H. Limbaugh

Ronald H. Limbaugh is professor of history
at University of the Pacific and archivist of
the Holt-Atherton Pacific Center for
Western Studies in addition to serving as
director of the project, The Papers ofjohn
Muir.

74

T H E

PA C I F I C

H I S T 0 R I A N

THE SAINTS AND THE UNION: UTAH
TERRITORY DURING THE CIVIL WAR.
By E.B. Long. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, r98r. xzii + JIO pp., biblio., zllus., maps, index. SI7·95) ·
Utah's Civil War experience differed
greatly from that of other western territories. Prior to r86o, General Albert
Sidney Johnston 's celebrated Utah expedition inflicted considerable hardship upon
Mormon communities, but they regained
more autonomy when Civil War distractions
ensured that federal authorities would not
mount that kind of operation again for at
least a few years. Brigham Young and his
Latter-day Saints regarded Civil War
tribulations as divinely ordained (and welldeserved) retribution for politicians and
fanatics who had driven them to Utah more
than a decade earlier. Young anticipated
that Utah would provide national leadership and salvation after United States and
Confederate forces ruined each other. He
rejected slavery and preferred northern over
southern principles, but in his view both
sides were wrong. Young worked to
preserve his church and people from
repeated attack. Civil War exigencies
modified his long-term battle for survival in
a nation where anti-Mormon rhetoric was
popular and troublesome.
Defense of Pacific Coast and Midwestern telegraph, stage, freightwagon, and
emigrant road communication required
special attention after r86o. Utah settlers offered to assume that responsibility, but national anti-Mormon fears prevented federal
authorities from accepting Mormon
Volunteers for any length of time . Most of
Utah's Civil War military experience consisted of the unpleasant relationship between Mormons and California volunteers
stationed at Salt Lake under Colonel Patrick
Edward Connor. Whites and their cattle
had encroached upon a broad zone of
Shoshoni land, provoking a series of fights .
Connor tried to achieve peace by random
shooting of Indians, in the hope his native
adversaries would feel that resistance was
useless . When his policy proved counterproductive he set out early in r863 to the
Bear River where he wiped out all but a
small number of about four hundred Cache

Valley Shoshoni. From then on, Shoshoni
bands hroke into family units and fled in all
directions when military expeditions approached them, and the Californians had
little more opportunity to fight in or near
Utah. Connor was wise enough to take
credit for far less than his actual achievement at Bear River, so that his reputation
did not suffer as did that of John M. Chivington or some others. But Connor's Bear
River battle turned out to have more Indian
casualties than any other in U.S . Army
history.
In interpreting Utah 's Civil War history
Professor E.B. Long handles extensive Mormon sources (including Brigham Young's
letters) and National Archives files to
evaluate a complex series of highly controversial episodes with great skill. Army,
Indian, federal and Mormon elements participated in bitter clashes typical of Civil
War politics and society, and a vast record
of anti-Mormon literature and church accounts have colored historical perceptions of
his subject. Long clarifies arguments of both
sides without endorsing either position. His
treatment attributes an unduly great importance to the impassioned national discussion of Mormon polygamy. Anti-Mormonism had antecedents considerably older
than any polygamy clash. Economic, social ,
religious and governmental differences
created a variety of problems prejudicial to
any federal accommodation to a Mormon
theocracy in Utah, but plural marriage attracted more notice. Abraham Lincoln, in
any event, concluded he had more important problems than assailing Utah's Mormon pioneers. Neither side went farther
than to denounce the other vigorously.
Connor hoped to solve his Mormon problems by setting off a gold- or silver-mining
rush to Utah. A major non-Mormon influx
certainly would have modified his situation,
and the soldiers prospected industriously
after Indian-fighting ended. Utah's lack of
precious metals defeated their effort. That
may have been just as well, because mining
camps in Idaho and Montana were Confederate strongholds. Unable to take effective action against Mormon adversaries but
wise enough to avoid actual military confrontation, Connor came out of Utah's Civil

War era with a reasonably untarnished
reputation. Long's account summarizes
Connor's later Utah career and provides a
reliable basis for evaluating Civil War army
contributions to the development of
organized anti-Mormonism in Salt Lake .
Merle W. Wells

Merle W. Wells, director emeritus of the
Idaho Historical Society, is the author of
such works as The History of Idaho and
' 'The Idaho Anti-Mormon Test Oath,
r884-r892. ''

FOR CHRIST WILL COME TOMORROW:
THE SAGA OF THE MORRISITES. By C.
LeRoy Anderson, (Logan: Utah State University Press, r98r. 263pp., biblio., index.
$!2 . 50) .

The author has made a valuable contribution to Mormon history by preserving the
fascinating Morrisites from oblivion in this
scholarly, but certainly witty and preeminently readable, account of the followers of Joseph Morris. He documents the
events which led to the three-day ' 'war' '
fought near the mouth of Utah 's Weber
Canyon and the subsequent dispersion of
the survivors - the northerly trek leading
to Idaho, Montana and Washington, the
southerly trek to Nevada and California.
Although the ' 'war'' took place 120 years
ago and would not even have lasted its three
days had rain not hampered the attackers (a
posse "called" from Mormon wards), the
political machinations and religious fanaticism disclosed are tragically parallel to
the Watergate coverups and the Jonestown
tragedy of recent memory.
The book provides historical documentation for the concept that power is its own
justification and another example of the
dynamics of confrontation. It lays bare,
once again, the deep longings of the human
heart for communion with deity. It exposes
the gullibility of the average man and traces
in detail how fanaticism grows as pressures
mount. Most depressing, however, is the
evidence that man learns little from suffering: in spite of the obvious parallels be-
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tween the Prophet Joseph Smith and the
Prophet Joseph Morris (including martyrdom of both) their followers were equally
unable to show Christian charity to those
outside their own groups. The alacrity with
which the "Brighamites" harassed dissenters in their midst was as cruel as the
treatment they themselves received earlier
from persecutors in Missouri and Illinois.
The Mormon Church seems not to have
changed its stubborn stance against "misguided apostates" over the past century, although its techniques for dealing with dissension have been tempered by the rise of
civil authority and the pervasiveness of
modern media exposure. Several Mormon
leaders have demanded recently that Mormon historians write their church's history
so as to promote the faith. Anderson's excellent book will not pass the test and so will
be proscribed for many who ought to explore the tragedy of the Morrissites. This is
unfonunate, for it can be read to advantage
by all who ponder the human condition.
The Saga of the Momsites is the first
book from the Utah State University Press
that this reviewer has had an opportunity to
examine closely. He looks forward to other
publications because this is superbly done
(with only one minor complaint: ''Pittsburgh" consistently misspelled). The format of the book is tasteful, the binding is
first-class, the print is particularly legible,
and the index is especially useful. The book
will make an attractive addition to any
library both for its content and its physical
properties.
Gaylon L. Caldwell

Gay/on Caldwell recently retired as dean of
Elbert Covell College and professor of
political science, University of the Pacific.
He holds a B.S. from Utah State University
and the Ph.D. from Stanford.
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LOG OF THE UNION: JOHN BOlT'S REMARKABLE VOYAGE TO THE NORTHWEST AND AROUND THE WORLD,
1794-1796. By Edmund Hayes. (Portland·
Oregon Hzstan·cal Society, 1981. xxxvii +
136 pp., zllus., maps. SI9 ·95)·
john Bait's Remarkable Voyage to the
Northwest Coast and Around the World is a
beautifully produced book concerning the
Boston-centered fur trade which flourished
during the late eighteenth century. Captain
John Boit himself was perhaps the element
that made the voyage most remarkable. At
the age of seventeen he had served on
Robert Grey's voyage around the world;
and at nineteen he became captain of the
sloop Union and set off on his second
round-the-world voyage. This volume,
number six in the Oregon Historical
Society's Nonh Pacific Studies, contains an
edited version of Boit' s log augmented by
extracts from a commentary he wrote later,
with a comprehensive introduction by Edmund Hayes.
Hewitt R. Jackson, a maritime scholar
and art historian, made a delightful and
great contribution to the book with his
charts of the Union's cruise around the
world and excellent illustrations. From the
drawings, profiles, and cross sections of the
ship the curious reader can visually enhance
his understanding of the text.
Unlike many logs of vessels involved in
the fur trade, the log of the Union is complete, covering the entire rwo-year voyage.
Boit's log entries are normally quite brief,
to enumerate the course of the ship, the
weather conditions and sail settings . There
are also rather terse comments regarding onboard activities, acquisition of provisions,
marine life, and trading activities. (According to the Oregon Historical Society's book
editor, Hayes' editing was limited to
deleting repetitive entries and minor
emendations in spelling and punctuation.)
Most readers other than those with an
interest in marine life will probably find
this log less interesting than those of other
ships. Haswell's, Hopkins', or even Boit's
log of the second voyage of the Columbia,
for example, have wider appeal due to their
more journal-like contents, offering more
descriptive narrative. Boit's daily entries on

john Bait, Jr., served on Robert Grey's
round-the-world voyage at the age of
seventeen. At nineteen, he became captain of the sloop Union and set off on
his second circumnavigation of the
globe.

the Union are also less useful to historians
than those found in many other logs of the
period because he provides few details on
regions visited, fur-trading activities, or the
life and inhabitants of ports of call. However, the log is an excellent source for naval
historians because it is filled with details of
daily life at sea.
Readers of The Pacific Histon(zn will no
doubt find the sections of the book concerning the Union's visits to the Northwest
coast, Hawaii and Canton to be most
interesting. Boit' s descriptions of an Indian
attack off the Queen Charlotte Islands and
his notes on conversations with an English
beachcomber living in the Hawaiian Islands
constitute the most illuminating narratives
in the book. Of additional interest is Boit's
account of the outbreak of smallpox among
his crew while in Canton. The consequences
of the appearance of this disease in almost
any non-European region of the world were
so devastating for the local population that
legal codes existed to control its spread.
Captain Boit faced death if he knowingly
carried the disease to the Mauritius. Thus,
the Captain left part of his crew sickened by
the disease in Canton and arranged to have
others innoculated.

Hayes provides a thorough introduction
to the log, reviewing maritime discoveries
and fur trading in the Northwest and
developments in maritime New England.
He describes the Canton fur market,
presents a biography of Boit and summary
account of the Union's voyage around the
globe . Although some of this information
seems divorced from the main text, the
reader will find that the introduction as a
whole is a valuable supplement to the log.
Readers interested in the exploration and
development of the maritime fur trade in
the Pacific should be grateful that Hayes
followed Professor Samuel Eliot Morison's
urging and edited this log. It is the first
time that Boit's account has seen print, and
it has been well published.
Tanya DeMarsh
Tanya DeMarsh, Ph.D. candidate at the
University of Calzfornia, Davis, is presently
completing her dissertation on ''The Impact ofInfectious Diseases on the peoples of
the Gulf Coast and Aleutian Islands of
Alaska. ''
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THE PACIFIC ' EMPRESSES: AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF CANADIAN
PACIFIC RAILWAY'S EMPRESS LINERS
ON THE PACIFIC OCEAN. By Robert D.
Turner. (Victoria, BC: Sono Nis Press, 1981.
xiv + 290 pp., if/us., biblio., index.
SJ4·95)·
In the summer of 1886 the Canadian
Pacific Railway opened transcontinental service from Montreal to Burrard Inlet on the
coast of British Columbia. At the same time
it arranged for vessels to bring Oriental
cargoes to be trans-shipped to eastbound
trains and to carry American products to
Japan and China. These were sailing vessels
at first, then chartered steamers in 1887,
and the Canadian Pacific's own steamers,
built especially for the service, from 1891
until the termination of the service fifty
years later. The three ships which opened
the line in 1891 were named Empress of
China, Empress of India and Empress of
japan. Over the next half-century six more
vessels bearing the title ''Empress'' engaged
in the trans-Pacific trade for the Canadian
Pacific. In addition, seven more ships,
mostly cargo liners, were used. It is the story
of these vessels and their voyages to and
from the Orient as well as their service during World Wars I and II which is the subject
of this book .
The author, Robert D. Turner, is
curator of the British Columbia Provincial
Museum at Victoria. He has previously
published a volume in the same format as
this on the British Columbia coastwise
steamers of the Canadian Pacific, a pamphlet on the history of Princess Marguerite
[II], and two on railways in British Columbia. This book is very much about the "Empresses" themselves. It deals in detail with
their design and construction, and describes
lovingly their passenger accommodations,
navigation equipment and engines. Mr.
Turner has studied a wealth of technical
data, consulted newspaper and periodical
files extensively, researched corporate
records of the Canadian Pacific, and interviewed many men who served in the ships
or participated in their management. The
character of service provided by the ships as
well as outstanding events in their careers
receive careful treatment.
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In addition to the Pacific ''Empresses,''
there is a brief account of the related
Australasian Line, and also data on the
Canadian Pacific's trans-Atlantic steamers
where the designation ''Empress'' appeared
in the names of the most prestigious ships.
Relatively little attention is paid to major policy considerations and decisions of
the owners, governmental relations of the
company in the negotiation and maintenance of subsidies and mail contracts, and
the shoreside management of the ships .
More information on the largely British officer corps and the recruitment and
management of the Chinese crews would
have been welcome. One misses almost entirely accounts of life aboard the ''Empresses'' which might have come from the
reports of passengers and crew in diaries,
letters and published travel narratives.
The book is lavishly illustrated by 32.2.
reproductions of photographs, 5 maps, 9
plans of ships, 9 reproductions of paintings
or drawings, and 2.6 reproductions of
documents and advertising. It is handsomely printed and bound. There are an essay on
sources consulted, an extensive bibliography, and tables setting forth details on
the ships.
Mr. Turner's text is concise and
readable, he has included judicious quotations from sources, and has captioned the illustrations in notable detail. For the marine
enthusiast this book will be a delight. For
the reader with more general interests, it
may seem rather too specifically directed to
the Canadian Pacific ships themselves to be
of major importance.
John Haskell Kemble
john Haskell Kemble, professor emeritus of
History in Pomona College, Claremont,
California, is a specialist in maritime and
naval history, and the author of numerous
books and articles.

RAILS NORTH, THE RAILROADS OF
ALASKA AND THE YUKON by Howard
Clifford. (Seattle: Superior Publishing
Company, r98r. v + 200 pp. !/Ius., biblio.,
index. $22 .95 ).
Howard Clifford has undertaken a
monumental task in his work Ratls North,
The Rat/roads of Alaska and the Yukon .
Unfortunately, he has fallen short. It is
possible that the vastness of the subject has
overwhelmed the author and caused him to
produce a less than total history.
The most glaring weakness is the lack of
any really useful maps. Even those familiar
with the region might have some difficulty
in finding many of the more obscure locations referred to in the text. This flaw
becomes even more glaring when you
realize the book was written with the railfan
in mind and not an Alaskan specialist with a
deep knowledge of geographic names .
The work is marred further by the selection of events covered. Things such as the
1964 Alaskan earthquake are only briefly
described, while some minor railroad anecdotes are covered in great detail. This often
creates an uneven flow that makes the study
difficult to read. While the book was
published in 1981, little is written concerning events during the last twenty years . No
mention is made of such things as the recent
purchase of passenger equipment by the
Alaska railroad in order to upgrade their
summer tourist program, or the completion
of the Anchorage to Fairbanks highway and
its impact upon the railroad . The development of containerization on the White Pass
and Yukon is only briefly discussed . The
chapters on the White Pass and Yukon and
the Alaska Railroad also contain few current
photos. Such important events as the
founding and development of Anchorage as
a result of railway construction are given only cursory coverage. Clearly the very quantity of material to be covered required some
selectivity; unfortunately, that selectivity
was not always what it should have been.
However, Clifford does contribute
something to our understanding of
railroading in the 49th state . His coverage
of the lines on the Seward Peninsula and
the Yukutat and Southern are important
because they open up areas long neglected.

To the casual fan interested in the region,
the book is helpful in understanding our
last frontier .
W. Daniel Butler

Daniel Butler, chairman of the Social and
Behavioral Sciences divison in Westark
Community College, Fort Smith, Arkansas,
is the author of such articles on ratlroading
as ''The Nez Perce Rat/road War.''

THE CHILKOOT PASS AND THE GREAT
GOLD RUSH OF 1898. By Richard ].
Fn'esen. (Parks Canada History and Archeology Sen'es Number 48 . Minister of the
Environment, r98r. 144 pp. Canada: S7-75;
other countries: s9 . 30) .
The great Klondike gold rush is perhaps
the best documented of any major event in
the North. It was what one would now call a
media event and it lured thousands of rank
amateurs to join the professional miners
and prospectors already active in the upper
Yukon Valley. Writing something new on
this highly sensationalized era is a difficult
task, especially when one focuses on a single
aspect: the Chilkoot Pass. The scene of
thousands of would-be miners carrying their
tons of supplies over the snow- and icecovered pass on their own backs, one load at
a time, is dramatic but it is not enough for
an entire book. Instead, Friesen gives us a
general history of the gold rush as seen from
the perspective of the Chilkoot Pass. The
result is a well-measured treatment of
transportation to the interior that includes
an account of pre-rush transportation as
well as a discussion of alternate routes .
Friesen explains how the era passed, with
the introduction of rail and steamboat
travel. The role of the Canadian Northwest
Mounted Police force in regulating transportation to the Klondike and in maintaining Canadian sovereignty in the region is
given evenhanded treatment. The author
adopts a biographical approach to the subject, first taking up one character and then
another. This methodology helps keep the
reader's interest through a series of short
narrative accounts, but it becomes highly
repetitive as one traveler after another
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follows the same trail and has similar experiences. Friesen has discovered no new
documentat-ion, but is usually able to weave
his sources together well. This book is a
good introduction to several facts of the
Alaskan gold rush, written in a clear, factual
and readable style. The notes and
bibliography are a good starting point for
the non-specialist who wishes to go further
into the subject.
Marvin W . Falk
Marvin Falk is curator of rare books for the
Elmer E. Rasmusen Library, University of
Alaska, Fairbanks.

INDIANS, ANIMALS, AND THE FUR
TRADE: A CRITIQUE OF KEEPERS OF
THE GAME. Edited by Shepard Krech III.
(Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1981.
207 pp., biblio., index. sn.oo).
In 1978 the historian Calvin Martin offered a startling new thesis to explain North
American Indian participation in the fur
trade . He claimed that the tribesmen of
northeastern Canada held a world view in
which they saw themselves cooperating with
the animal spirits in nature. When European-introduced epidemic diseases swept
through their villages, these people found
their shamans unable to help, and blamed
the animal spirits for the widespread death
and destruction. In response, according to
Martin, they made war on the animals,
destroying entire species as punishment for
the epidemics. Thus, rather than being
greedy, materialistic or exploited by the
European traders, the Indians' actions in
the fur trade were a clear response to their
religious beliefs. Martin suggested that his
theory might apply to most Native
American groups, and his ideas received
much favorable notice as an effort to
understand the Indian side of the story.
The volume reviewed here includes the
responses of seven anthropologists and
ethnologists to Martin's ideas and scholarship. Studying groups as widely separated as
tribes in the Southeastern United States,
Aleuts living off the coast of Alaska, Eastern
Abenaki in Canada and Maine, and North-
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ern Athapaskans in Canada, the authors
consider to what extent Martin's thesis fits
the circumstances. All of them reject the
idea that the Indians killed the fur-bearing
animals because they thought the animals
brought disease . The authors also deny any
general applicability of the theory.
In reaching their conclusions, these
authors attack both Martin's theory and his
method. They suggest that he went beyond
his evidence and that he failed to show any
specific relationship between the new European diseases and any particular species of
animal. In addition, they think that he vastly over-simplified a complex situation.
Therefore, they conclude that his hypothesis is not adequate to explain the range of
experiences he studied.
These conclusions rest on a series of
questions which the authors say Martin
failed to answer adequately. They ask why
did the Indians destroy only fur-bearing
animals and not all animal species? How
does one explain the actions of Native
Americans who participated vigorously in
the fur trade long before they experienced
any epidemic diseases? What about tribes
which served as middle-men rather than
hunters in the trade? One author notes that
the trade might have been seen as a part of
the gift-giving complex in many tribes.
Another suggests that Aleut young men
proved bravery by killing many animals.
Some tribes in the Southeastern United
States blamed the epidemics on a breakdown of sexual morality among their youth.
Finally, several of the authors state that
Martin lacked convincing evidence that any
Native American groups equated epidemic
disease with animals.
Despite their rejection of Martin's conclusions, most of the authors praise his effort to answer questions of white-Indian
relationships by using the thoughts and
evidence provided by Native Americans.
They offer interesting examples of how his
approach and the general questions he
raised fit when applied to many different
Native American groups. Their reasoning is
logical, their prose clear, and their interest
in the subject obvious. Only rarely do
scholars in different disciplines consider
each others' work. Perhaps this will lead to

more dialogue between historians and anthropologists, something likely to benefit
both groups.
Roger L. Nichols

Roger L. Nichols is professor of history in
the University ofArizona and the author of
the recent book The American Indian: Past
and Present .
CHIEF JOSEPH COUNTRY: LAND OF
THE NEZ PERCE. By Btl/ Gulick.
(Caldwell, Idaho: The Caxton Printers,
1982. y6 pp., tllt~s., maps, notes, index.
$ 2 9·95)·
This history stresses the diplomatic,
military and religious relationship between
the Nez Perce tribe and the American people, from first contact with whites to about
1905. It is the story of how the Indians tried
unsuccessfully to retain all their ancestral
land, roughly centering around modern
Lewiston, Idaho. The Nez Perce, proud
horsemen noted for their spotted Appaloosa
ponies, aided Lewis and Clark on both the
westward and eastward trips. They dealt
with the various English and American fur

traders who soon followed into their territory. They listened to Protestant missionaries. When the Cayuse murdered Rev.
Marcus Whitman, the Nez Perce escorted
the family of Rev. H.H. Spalding to safety
and chose to remain at peace. In r8 55 they
reluctantly signed a treaty with the federal
government establishing a reservation in
their heartland. They aided Colonel George
Wright in his r858 campaign against adjacent hostile tribes . Gold discoveries in the
Nez Perce territory brought in a horde of
miners the red men could not control. Only
one-third of the tribe signed a second treaty
in r863 with the United States, reducing the
size of the Nez Perce reservation by seveneighths. The other two-thirds of the tribe
regarded the agreement as binding only on
those who had signed. Difficulties arose as
an increasing number of whites clustered
around Wallowa Lake in an area the nontreaty Indians were unwilling to yield. This
precipated the Nez Perce War, which the
militant portion of the tribe lost despite
their superb retreat through Yellowstone
Park into Montana. They were confined to
Oklahoma for eight years, then returned to
the Northwest.

Chief joseph, perhaps the best-known
of the Nez Perce; is credited with
leading portions of his tribe on a superb
retreat through Yellowstone Park into
Montana dun·ng the Nez Perce War.
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At first glance Chiefjoseph Country appears to be another "coffee table pictorial,"
but actually it is far better than that. True it
does contain 2.32. black and white pictures,
well selected and carefully reproduced. It
also has twenty-six splendid maps which
guide the reader through the geography being discussed . Bill Gulick is a well respected
writer of western historical fiction who twice
has won the coveted Spur Award for the
Best Western Short Story of the Year. Aided by his wife, Jeanne, research librarian at
Whitman College, he has consulted all
significant material in print about his subject. He has evaluated conflicting evidence,
finding reports from Indian participants in
the events discussed to be more consistent
than those of the whites, and reached fairminded judgements. His careful, thorough,
well-balanced account is of the quality you
would expect from a trained history professional. His effective organization, clarity
and narrative style are also those of a good
Ph.D. Surprisingly for such a distinguished
professional writer, in the book there is only
one paragraph so exceptionally well phrased
that it excited my admiration. Mr. Gulick
did not seek to unearth new facts or make
original interpretations but rather to present effectively what was already known and
this he has done very well. His book can be
read for pleasure and used as a reliable
reference .
WilliamS . Greever

William S. Greever, professor of history in
the University of Idaho, Moscow, and himself a Spur Award winner, wrote The
Bonanza West: The Story of The Western
Mining Rushes, 1848-1900.

THE WAY WE LIVED : CALIFORNIA INDIAN REMINISCENCES, STORIES AND
SONGS. Edited with Commentary by
Malcolm Margolin . (Berkeley, Ca: Heyday
Books, r98r. 2.09 pp., illus., footnotes.
$!2..95)·

A slight effort: Malcolm Margolin has
collected in this volume a disparate body of
materials, snippets from many volumes of
printed sources that reflect native Cali-
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fornia' s oral literature and traditions.
Margolin, the publisher of Heyday Books,
has indulged his romantic interest in the
state's original peoples with this production, a book obviously meant for a nonprofessional, non-Indian audience- for an audience willing to share the editor's own
romantic naivete about California native
cultures. His selections emphasize the
emotive and mythic elements of the California Indian cultural heritage; they present
in sum an impression of lifeways that were
permeated with the supernatural, spiritually rich and fulfilling. But neither the selections nor the editorial introductions take
understanding beyond surface description .
The volume seems rather dated for the
198os. In concept it appears similar to a
publishing event of the early 1970s, when
non-Indian society was seeking vicarious
spiritual sustenance through a rediscovery of
American native cultures, their life, lore,
and religion. With its blend of magical
prose and mystical poetry, Margolin's
literary pastiche may be taken as a latecoming California version of T .C.
McLuhan's evocative Touch The Earth though wordier than the McLuhan classic
and lacking its high romantic artistry.
What purpose, we should ask, can the
work serve now? In the introduction
Margolin declares that he originally intended to complete a comprehensive survey
of Native California literature, "a rather
lofty ambition .'' But, he explains, his intentions were overwhelmed by the mass and
variety of the material available, and he
found that "much of that material was in
itself simply bewildering." In what way it
bewildered him might be interesting to
know.
While another person might abandon
such a failed project, Margolin remained intent upon publishing. The result is a collection for which he claims only that it reflects
the enormous diversity of California's
native cultures. It hardly requires another
book to make this one familiar point, that
California Indians were not all alike. And
the point itself is blunted by Margolin's
system of organization, for he arranges his
materials under a series of topical heading

A California Indian wearing ceremonial garb: traditional flicker-feather headdress,
bird-bone whistles and other accoutrements.

that tend to demonstrate common themes,
not cultural diversities.
Will the volume find an audience?
Some will believe Margolin's book too frank
in sexual matters for young children, since it
includes a few rather raunchy coyote stories.
For those who do not, it might serve at the
grade-school level as a reader to encourage a
first appreciation for native cultures. Public
school teachers, especially if they have substantial background knowledge, may find
the work a convenient reference source,
although it lacks a guide to further study.
The photographs, grouped in the back, are
not exceptional; many have been published
elsewhere. Theodora Kroeber's Almost
Ancestors provides a much more satisfactory
group of portraits.
Finally, then, Margolin's publication
may be viewed largely as a cultural artifact,
reminiscent of the earlier, less critical age of

"hippie scholarship" in Native American
studies. At the present time, with a new
generation of Indian scholars, writers and
poets eager to bring their ideas into print, it
is just possible that Margolin might have
found greater profits, financially and
spiritually, by using the resources of his
publishing firm to present -the work of those
with deeper insights than his own.
Kenneth N. Owens

Kenneth Owens, professor of history in
Calzfornia State University, Sacramento,
and an authority on Calzfornia history, is
deeply involved in the field of Native
American studies.
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CROSSCURRENTS ALONG THE COLORADO: THE IMPACT OF GOVERNMENT
POLICY ON THE QUECHAN INDIANS.
By Robert L. Bee. (Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, r98r. x + 209 pp., chapter
notes, references, index. 2 maps. Paperbound, $J. so).
Bee's book takes up where Jack D.
Forbes left off in Wam·ors of the Colorado
(Norman, Oklahoma, 1965). After a brief
ethnographic chapter, Bee starts with the
re-establishment of Camp Yuma in 18p.
under Major Samuel P. Heintzelman. The
author explains the changes wrought by the
death of Chief Pasqua!, describes how
schools were begun and their importance in
controlling the Yumas, and outlines the
land and water settlement of 1893 . The
balance of the book, n9 pages, deals with
land disputes, tribal leadership, and politics
in the twentieth century.
As an anthropologist, Bee is most interested in the effects of white-imposed
administration of Indian affairs upon an Indian culture, but he manages to convey a
great deal of fascinating recent history along
the way. His thesis is that the Yuman experience is a classic example of white ''internal colonialism," the treatment of a people
within the United States, supposedly
citizens, as if they were a foreign, dependent nation. That should make the Bureau
of Indian Affiars re-examine its raison
d 'etre, if anyone in President Reagan's
administration happens to read the book.
The principal Indian leader in the book,
and one of the most important sources for
Yuman history, is Patrick Miguel (188o?1959). He came to white attention early by
burning down the Catholic school in 1899,
for which act he was sent off to Carlisle Indian School. Returning in 1909, he became
a shrewd leader of the Quechan people and
an articulate critic of the B.I.A. His unpublished history of the tribe was one of
Bee's major sources. He deserves a separate
biography.
Bee's book falls somewhere between a
historical monograph and an anthropological field study report. Happily, it is
more of the former in being quite readable.
The chapter summaries placed at the beginning of each chapter, rather than logical-
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ly at the end, detract from the overall
impression but do serve to set each chapter
in historical context. Bee's notes are full,
thoughtful and important, although the
Arizona press has retained the abominable
"scientific" style of source citation with
parentheses and cryptic name-and-number
references running through the otherwise
graceful text. This important book fills one
of the many gaps in modern Arizona Indian
history.
Andrew Wallace

Andrew Wallace, associate professor of
history in Northern Arizona University,
Flagstaff, and charter member of The
Western History Association, specializes in
southwestern and mzlitary history.

INDIANS OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST. By Robert H. Ruby and john A.

Brown. (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, r98r. 295 pp. , zllus., maps, notes,
biblio., index).
The Indians of the Pacific Northwest
were (and are) an extremely varied and
highly developed native population, one
which has been studied intensively by anthropologists, artists and historians for over
a half-century. Yet the very diversity inherent where more than a hundred tribal
groups speak more than a dozen, often unrelated, languages has made it difficult for
the non-specialist to gain a general overview
of this fascinating area. Until now the main
sources were such general ethnographic
surveys as the works of Phillip Drucker and
George Woodcock or chapter summaries in
compilations by Spencer and Jennings,
Ruth Underhill, or Owen, Deetz and Fisher
in their introductory texts of North
American Indians. Thanks to Ruby and
Brown this situation has been partially
remedied by their publication of this extensively researched book which deals with the
contact history of Europeans and Northwestern Indians between approximately
1750 and 1900. This record is constructed
both from the enormous corpus of primary
materials currently available, including
diaries, government reports, missionary
records, personal journals, explorers ac-

counts, and even court records, and from
the most important secondary sources including historical and anthropological
research.
Because the volume is primarily a
historical summary of the effects of culture
contact and eventual subjugation upon the
tribes of the Pacific Northwest, a reader will
learn only a little about their marvelously
adaptive lifestyles, nor will one be able to
appreciate the intricate and elaborate rituals
which arose out of the Indians' spiritual
beliefs, or their bold, symbolic art. However, as a strictly historical account, which
was the authors' intent, the volume is
superb. Drawing upon vast, scattered and
sometimes obscure sources, the often ?ainful and shabby history of the Indian-white
relationships from initial contact to the
twentieth century is outlined with clarity
and a concern for tribal interrelationships as
well as European governmental and military
factors. It is both monumental and comprehensive, which is both a boon and a problem. For the beginning student or general
reader interested in Pacific Northwest Indians the breadth and depth, which will be
appreciated most by writers and serious researchers, is probably going to be an impediment rather than a help. Nevertheless,
this work fills a large gap in what the
authors term "composite regional Indian
history'' and will serve as a very useful
sourcebook for both specific events and personalities and their chronological context.
This is the most recent and ambitious of
the five books that Ruby and Brown have
collaborated upon, and was written
specifically at the request of the University
of Oklahoma to be Volume rs8 in the
Civilization of the American Indian series.
The technical aspects of the book's production are excellent and add significantly to
the reader's involvement: visually more
than one hundred illustrations (photographs, line drawings, paintings, art motifs)
and nine maps give the reader a sense of
place and person, while the comprehensive
index and substantial notes and bibliography allow easy location of specific items
or initial references for further research.
An ideal combination for the serious
scholar who would like to possess informa-

tion on both the historical record and the
ethnological complexity of the Pacific
Northwest area would be to purchase the
Ruby and Brown volume immediately and
then add the forthcoming Northwest
volume to the Smithsonian Institution's
Handbook of North American Indians
series when it becomes available . With
these two on the shelf there are few questions about the Indians of the Northwest
which could not be answered quickly and
authoratively .
Bruce W. LaB rack
Bruce LaBrack, associate professor of anthropology in the University of the Pacific,
Stockton, recently received a Fulbnght
Scholarship for further study in japan.

AMERICAN INDIANS AND CHRISTIAN
MISSIONS: STUDIES IN CULTURAL
CONFLICT. By Henry Warner Bowden.
(Chicago: The University of Chicago Press,
r98r. 255 pp., maps, notes, bibliography,
index. SI4.95).
There really is nothing like this book in
print . Somehow, within a mere 2.21 pages
author Henry Warner Bowden, a professor
of religion at Rutgers University, has given
us three books, a brief history of Christian
missions among the Indians; a fresh survey
of Indian religion; and, of immense worth
to ethnohistorians, a remarkable distillation
of Red-White acculturation in a religious
context.
Conscious that it is impossible to examine
carefully each of the pieces of a kaleidoscopic cultural encounter that spun for
over five centuries and extended from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, Bowden attempts to
generalize by focusing on a few representative Indian groups. He succeeds brilliantly . Chapter I reviews "Pre-Columbian
Cultures and Values," thereafter his
chapter blueprint is as follows: "Southwestern Indians, Spanish Missions'' (Pueblos); "Northeastern Indians, French Missions" (Hurons); Northeastern Indians,
English Missions" (Massachuset and Wampanoag); "Missions in the Eighteenth Century qor- 9 s" (Housatonics and Delaware);
"Missions in the Nineteenth Century
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In the timeless fashion of students the world over, an Indian student in a Christian
mission school sketched his surroundings.
1803 -90" (Cherokee and Dakota); and the

seventh and concluding chapter, "Missions
in the Twentieth Century,'' which traces
the surprisingly resilient native. religions to
the present.
In his preface Bowden declares, "I have
sought to avoid comment on ultimate truth
in religions." He does, yet he is not reluctant to draw historical conclusions: "Christian missions were a general failure ."
''White clergymen who tried to convert
natives may have been prompted by
altruistic ideals, but their daily activities
helped destroy the cultures of people they
wanted to aid ." Nor does the author
overlook that the Native Americans also
participated in their mutual destruction.
Although historian Bowden appreciates the
power of irony in his writing, his pen is free
of sarcastic condemnation of White or Red
devils.
Western readers who must have the comfort of familiar names such as the Marcus
Whitmans, Helen H . Jackson, Junipero
Serra, may quibble at their exclusion. Missionizing along the Pacific Rim is in fact
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hardly mentioned; there is not a single index reference to California and Washington, and events in Oregon are cited but
twice, and then only tangentially. The explanation for this is quite simple: American
Indians and Christian Missions is organized
chronologically. With some notable exceptions, missionizing policies and practices on
the Pacific Slope rather generally copied
those established earlier in regions east of
the Sierra Nevada and across the Spanish
Southwest.
Inevitably there are errors of omission
and interpretive differences. The author is
apparently unaware of the protracted
Seminole War, for the Seminole definitely
did not "capitulate" in 1832. And to
categorize the Santee Chief Little Crow as
"a minor village chief' is surely debatable.
So much for niggling, what is of paramount
import is Bowden's remarkable contribution. American Indians and Christian Missions joins that other well written, courageously comprehensive little volume
published by the University of Chicago,
William T. Hagan's American Indians.

Together these two histories offer both
scholar and layman superlative syntheses of
the Red-White encounter in North
America.
Ted C. Hinckley

An expert in the fields of Pacific Basin and
Alaskan history, Ted C. Hinckley, professor
ofhistory in Calzfornia State University, San
jose, is the author of such works as The
Americanization of Alaska, 1867-1897.

OF EARTH AND LITTLE RAIN, THE
PAPAGO INDIANS. By Bernard Fontana
and john P. Schaefer. (Flagstaff The
Northland Press, 1981. 140 pp., biblio., index. S27.5o).
The big brown horse stood unbroken.
Antonio, his appointed breaker, had just
been buried. Crispin Pablo, a neighbor of
Antonio, said, "I just don't know who is
going to break him now."
One could say that the horse is like the
Papagos of present day Arizona. For centuries they have survived Apache raids,
Spanish influence, and now Anglo dominance. Each group was uncertain who
would tame the Papagos just as Crispin was
unsure who would tame the big brown
horse.
Of Earth and Little Rain, The Papago
Indians is a book of essays and photographs
about the people who reside on the second
largest reservation in the United States. By
territory they should be known second only
to the Navahos, yet they are not well
known . Fontana the essayist is a long-time
student of the Papagos, an ethnologist at
the University of Arizona. Schaefer, the
photographer, is president of Fontana's
university which is on the the edge of
Papago country on former Papago land. It is
an honor to the tribe that these two men
felt called upon to write this book, the more
so that they seem to have enjoyed it.
The book has sixty-nine pictures and
seven tightly composed, uniquely titled essays. The first essay, called "Antonio," has
already been mentioned. It stems from Fontana's early experience with Papagos in
which the man, Antonio Reyes, had an important place. The last essay, called "Dan-

ny,'' is also personal in nature but draws on
experiences twenty years later. Antonio
taught Fontana Papago, Fontana taught
Danny history at the university.
Between those framing pieces are the
five main chapters of the book, encapsulated as follows: "Desert" - the
natural habitat, and a visit to a native
religious shrine which was first documented
in 1699 and which serves as an enduring
Papago claim to thousands of surrounding
miles; "Into a Good Land" - history of
the term "Papago," subsistence and social
organization of the 17oo's; "Canned
Peaches'' - the transfer of European civil,
religious and material culture through the
19th century, and the irony of an old man
eating canned peaches in front of a store
while claiming not to like the Whites;
"Blackwater" - the present and recent
past of Papagos living immediately south of
the Mexican border; "Saltshaker" American Papagos of the Twentiethcentury: how the official tribe is like a saltshaker without a place to put the salt in,
form without content. As can be surmised,
the essays have a bite.
The early history is particularly interesting, at least from a Papago viewpoint. Well
informed on the Spanish entrance to the
"Good Land," Fontana gives valuable data
on the work of the earliest European figure
involved in taming the Papago, Father
Eusebio Kino. To a wth-century Papago
student relating to an Anglo-dominated
society, this was inspirational as well as
educational both because of the importance
of Catholicism to today's Papagos and
because the native shrine described in
"Desert" was first documented by Kino
and a Spanish captain named Manje. Not
only did Catholicism endure, but so did the
shrine. An elderly couple took Fontana,
Schaefer and Danny to see it 281 years later.
The Papago used calendar sticks to count
years, but they didn't go back much farther
than a hundred years before any particular
"now." This is why the early written documents are so interesting. One wonders how
many years the shrine existed before Father
Kino saw it.
The photographs taken by Schaefer also
have significance for Papago readers. A total
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of twenty-six pictures reflect the Catholic
religion today dominating the reservation.
They arid Fontana's text show how the
Papago himdag (way of life) has incorporated Catholic teachings into its realm
of thought.
A book so important and inspiring
would benefit from more photographs of
the Papago family backbones, the elders
and infants. Without those two groups,
Papago culture would be extinct. Of the
sixty-nine photographs, only seven project
true Papago traditions: basketmaking,
storytelling, the roundhouse, cholla and
saguaro fruit-picking, and two showing
traditional dancers .
The last chapter, "Danny," reflects the
modern Papago surrounded by foreign objects and languages. Danny left a mining
job to devote himself to keeping the Papago
community alive, not as a cowboy such as
Antonio, but by working through an
Indian-controlled public school district.
The initiative of individuals such as Danny
has made a stirring across Papago country.
The culture is not gone with the days of
yesterday as this book sometimes makes us

think, but is being protected and preserved.
In slow, precise handfuls, new elders
emerge.
Readers who have never seen a Papago
will get a good sense of them through this
book. A good deal of geographical and
sociological fact is written into the stories, in
fact one could say that the stories are
vehicles for all that fact which is accessible
in detail through an excellent bibliography
at the end of the book. Fontana knows more
Papago bibliography than anyone else, and
has read it all, so his selections are to be
trusted.
Vivian Juan
DonaldBahr

Vivian juan, a political science major at
Anzona State University, holds the titles of
Mtss Papago, r98r, and Mtss Indian
Arizona, 1982.
Donald Bahr ts professor ofanthropology at
Anzona State University. He has written a
number of books and articles on Papagos,
particularly their language, oral literature
and religion.

Note from the Editor
In a recent issue we spoke glowingly but, we
have now learned , carelessly with regard to The
Dictionary of Indian Tn"bes of the Americas
(American Indian Publishers, Newport Beach,
CA) and the Encyclopedia of California
(Somerset Publishers, St. Clair Shores, Ml). The
figure behind both volumes, each announced as
starting a series , is apparently Frank H . Gille,
who was fined and sentenced to prison in 1981 on
two counts of mail fraud . We have copies of the
named books, and they have valuable contents.
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A past problem has involved pre-payments for
future volumes of Gille-sponsored series, which
were allegedly never delivered. Should any of
our readers have acquired a problem like this
because of our notice, we regret it exceedingly.
For up-to-date information on Gille's activities
and a reported American Library Association
lawsuit against him, write to Marion T. Reid,
Chair, ALA Bookdealer-Library Relations Committee, Troy H . Middleton Library, Louisiana
State University, Baton Rouge , LA 70803 .

PACIFIC BOOKSHELF
Concise reports on interesting publications

POTPOURRI
Those doing research in archives and
manuscript collections always need guides to the
multitudinous files. A two-volume guide,
Federal Records of World War II has been
republished (GPO, Washington, DC, 1950.
Republished by Gale Research Company, Book
Tower, Detroit, MI, 1982. Volume I: Civilian
Agencies, xii + 1073 pp. Volume II: Military
Agencies, iii + 1061 pp. S7s .oo/set). These
volumes are a must for those studying World
War II, and will prove very helpful to those who
dip into almost any aspect of the history of the
U.S. between 1941 and 1945.
The Great Plains produce not only wheat but
also corn, sunflowers, milo and other grains. To
harvest these crops, custom combining has
developed over the last fony years. The men and
women with their custom harvesters follow the
ripening grains nonh and have developed their
own panicular methods of combining, their own
culture and folklore. This world has been captured by Thomas Isern in Custom Combining on
the Great Plains (University of Oklahoma Press,
Norman, 1982. xv + 248 pp. S14.95).
Owen Ulph is a unique writer of western
Americana. College professor, rancher, English
immigrant, confirmed westerner, he has added
immeasurably to our perception of the West
through his historically accurate and lyrical
literature. The Fiddleback is a working ranch,
periodically inhabited by Ulph and other
cowboys. Collecting anicles he has written about
the Fiddleback and cowboys, Ulph has given us
another irreverent, affectionate look at cowboys,
cowhorses and cattle. For every reason possible,
do read The Fiddle back: Lore of the Line Camp
(Dream Garden Press , n 99 lola Ave ., Sait Lake
City, UT 84104, 198!. 234 pp. ).
Fans of the cowboy will cherish Jim Bob
Tinsley's He Was Singin' This Song (The
University Presses of Florida, 15 N.W. 15th
Street, Gainesville , FL 32603, 1982. xiv + 255
pp. s3o.oo). Tinsley has included the words and
music of fony-eight cowboy songs along with
marvelous illustrations. Moreover, he has included the history of each song. This is far more than

a songbook, it is also a history of cowboy life .
Communication has been of vital imponance
to the frontier, and newspapers have played an
essential and exuberant role . In the mountain
mining camps, editors found life more exciting
and newspaper publishing a bit more hazardous
than editors in farming communities. David
Fridtjof Halaas has captured their excitement,
hard work, personalities and financial
precariousness in Boom Town Newspapers: journalism on the Rocky Mountain Frontier,
r8s9-r88r (The University of New Mexico Press,
Albuquerque , 1981. xvii + 146 pp. S14.95). This
book will give knowledge and enjoyment to
students of journalism, mining camps , the Rocky
Mountains and many other subjects.
Order and disorder, bandits and police,
peace and disruption are always present in society. At times, one may be more prominent , yet
the other is present, creating tension . To understand these forces better, Paul ] . Vandetwood
has chosen Mexico from 186o to 1910 as an example. His discussion of Mexican bandits, the
Rurales (police) and Mexican government illuminates the tensions and turmoil of order and
disorder. He also gives new insights into Mexican
history. Disorder and Progress: Bandits, Police
and Mexican Development (University of
Nebraska Press, Lincoln, 198r. xix + 264 pp.
Cloth s2r.so, paper $8 .95),
As the economic depression deepened in
Australia in the 189os, socialists there reacted to
the failure of trade unionism by losing hope for a
socialistic utopia in Australia. The dreamers
looked abroad and found new hopes in South
America, and in 1893 the first group of colonists
bound for new Australia landed in Paraguay.
Although the utopia these colonists hoped for
was not completely achieved, the colonies survived . Their story is pan Australian , pan
Paraguayan and wholly universal- man's search
for the perfect communal society. Gavin Souter
has put it together very nicely in A Peculiar People: The Australians in Paraguay (Sydney
University Press , Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia , 1968. Reprinted 198r. xiv + 309 pp .
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539.oo. Available from International Scholarly
Book Services, Inc., P.O . Box 1632., Beaverton,
OR 97075).

"Rosie the Riveter" has become part of
World War II mythology. Recently an awardwinning film was made, showing that Rosie was
not only all the legend said, but a great deal
more . The director of that film, Annie Field, has

collaborated with Miriam Frank and Marilyn
Ziebarth to produce a vital, fascinating book,
The Life and Times of Rosie the Riveter (Clarity
Productions, 4560 Hanan Street, Emeryville, CA
94608, 1982.. nz. pp. 58.95). This thoughtful
study of working women will add to_ your insight
and knowledge of the history of women and
World War II .

WESTERN ARCHAEOLOGY
The Ballena Press ( 381 First Street, Suite
5033, Los Altos, CA 9402.2.) has undertaken the
publication of archaeological reports on various
aspects of the far West . By making such material
available to the general public, the Ballena Press
is contributing to our overall knowledge of the
environment and its human use . Three new
reports are worth special notice. Henry F.
Dobyns is concerned with various human actions
- agriculture, mining, deforestation, road
building - upon the river valleys of southern
Arizona. He ·views Indian, Spanish and
American destruction from the perspective of an
anthropologist. His From Fire to Flood: Historic
Human Destruction of Sonoran Desert Riverine
Oases (Ballena Press, 381 First Street, Los Altos,
CA 9402.2., 1981. 2.2.2. pp. 511.95) is much more
interesting than the title suggests.
As more is learned about preliterate
American cultures and about astronomy,
historians and archaeologists gain a greater
respect for the astronomical and mathematical
knowledge of the Indians of the western
hemisphere. Ray A. Williamson has collected

and edited twenty-eight essays by anthropologists, engineers, computer specialists and
astronomers which discuss subjects such as calendar stones in Vermont, Apache ethnoastronomy,
solstice observatory sites in San Diego and Inca
solar and lunar observations . Archaeoastronomy
in the Americas (Ballena Press, 1981. 405 pp .
519 .95) will fascinate you .
Current anthropological thought says that
man came to the western hemisphere. about
4o,ooo years ago from Asia. This is based on archaeological work of the last twenty years and is
still disputed by people in many fields. In 1977
the Southwestern Anthropological Association
sponsored a symposium on early man in the
Americas. From this symposium came papers
which have been edited by Jonathan E. Ericson,
R.E. Taylor and Rainer Berger in Peopling ofthe
New .World (Ballena Press, 1982.. 364 pp .
519·95)· While few absolute answers are given,
the various authors present their arguments and
data, allowing the reader to make final conclusions . Read and explore!

mE PACIFIC NORffiWEST
Murray Morgan has revised and illustrated his
history of Seattle, Skid Road: An Informal Portrait of Seattle (University of Washington Press,
Seattle, 1982.. vii + 2.88 pp. 57 ·95)· He tells his
history through the lives and eyes of men and
women who made the city flourish, people such
as Doc Maynard, who helped found Seattle; Asa
Mercer, who imported women to solve the shortage of available wives; Mary Kinworthy, who
sought political reform; and Dave Beck, who led
his union into the big time . Morgan portrays the
people and the city with affection, delight,
honesty and humor. More history should be written in this manner.
All of us have watched tug boats pushing and
pulling in harbors and rivers, but few of us know
the men, the types of boats or various kinds of
work done. With this beautifully illustrated
volume, Ken Drushka answers all these questions : Against Wind and Weather: The History
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of Towboating in British Columbia (Douglas
and Mcintyre, Ltd., Vancouver, BC, 1982.. 2.64
pp. 52.4 ·95)· Distributed by the University of
Washington Press, this book will fascinate the
reader with the facts and folklore of a vital part
of the maritime life of the Pacific Northwest.
As the American Indians became more
westernized, much of their ancient culture was
lost . Three Klickitat women, basketrnakers all,
have put together a small, lavishly illustrated
book explaining the methods and philosophy of
Klickitat baskets. Nettie Kuneki, Elsie Thomas
and Marie Slockish have included their thoughts
about their tribal way of life in The Heritage of
Klickitat Basketry: A History Preserved (Oregon
Historical Society, Portland . 1982.. 54 pp. 54·95)·
This volume will be valuable to students of
Native American culture and of basketry. It will
be a joy to peruse for all readers.

TBil

A Gift That Keeps On Giving

Looking for a special gift for someone who has everything? Or perhaps you would like
to give that younger family member or friend something besides the latest rock album or
a gift cenificate? Try something different: Give THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN.
Published four times a year, THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN deals with a wide range of
subjects in the history of the Pacific slope. We are bridging the gap between scholarly
research and the interests of western residents in general, who take pride in their heritage
and surroundings, by publishing thought-provoking anicles on varied and interesting
topics. Each article is illustrated by appropriate, eye-catching illustrations selected
specifically to add depth to understanding and interpretation of the subject matter.
To add your family and friends to our family of readers, just fill out the subscription
blank and drop it in the mail. For multiple gift subscriptions, simply add the additional
names and addresses to the form.
Why not take this opponunity to extend (or begin!) your own subscription as well
before the rates go up? Until December 31, 1982., our subscription rates are: 1 year S12..oo,
2. years S2.3.oo, 3 years S33.oo. Mail to:
THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN
University of the Pacific
Stockton, California 9 52.11

Turn page for subscription forms
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